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NORWICH 0 SAINTS 0 


ARTUR Boruc made an injury time penalty 
save to ensure Saints bagged a deserved 
point in a 0-0 draw at Norwich. 

In truth it was a game Saints should have 
won given their dominance for pretty much 
the full 90 minutes. 

But in the end they were grateful to Boruc’s 
full length save from Grant Holt to bag a point 
after Mark Clattenburg awarded a late penalty 
for a foul by Luke Shaw that was hotly contest¬ 
ed by a furious Saints staff. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
BOTTOM 8 

P GD Pts 
Norwich 29 -18 33 

Sunderland 29 -9 30 

Newcastle 28 -11 30 

SAINTS 29 -12 28 

Aston Villa 29 -26 27 

Wigan 28 -22 24 

Reading 29 -21 23 

QPR 29 -21 23 
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HERO: Artur Boruc saves Grant Holt’s penalty. 

NORWICH v SAINTS MATCH REPORT AND REACTION - SEE PAGES 2-5 
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ARTUR Roruc made an 
injury time penalty save to 
ensure Saints bagged a 
deserved point in a 0-0 
draw at Norwich. 

In truth it was a game Saints 
should have won given their 
dominance for pretty much the 
full 90 minutes. 

But in the end they were 
grateful to Boruc’s full length 
save from Grant Holt to bag a 
point after Mark Clattenburg 
awarded a late penalty for a 
foul by Luke Shaw that was 
hotly contested by a furious 
Saints staff. 

The rain was lashing down on 
Carrow Road and it was clear 
that there would be plenty of 
slipping and sliding on a satu¬ 
rated surface. 

Saints had the first glimpse of 
goal on three minutes when a 
slick move ended with Luke 
Shaw crossing and Jay 
Rodriguez heading well wide. 

Maya Yoshida was the next to 
have a crack but from distance 
he fired high over the bar. 

There was very little rhythm 
to the opening stages of the 
game. 


Adam Leitch | 

adam. leitch@dailyecho .co.uk T* 

CHIEF SPORTS REPORTE 



It was pretty scrappy with 
both sides struggling to come to 
terms with the tricky playing 
conditions and both therefore 
keen not to make a mistake at 
the back which looked the most 
likely way a genuine chance 
would come. 

Grant Holt became the first 
player in the book on 16 min¬ 
utes for a late challenge on 
Morgan Schneiderlin. 

Saints so nearly created some¬ 
thing moments later as Gaston 
Ramirez whipped in a low, 
pacy, outswinging left-footed 
corner that flew right across 
the face of the six-yard box but 
didn’t get a touch top turn it 
goalwards. 

They were starting to put the 
pressure on Norwich and Mark 
Bunn produced a good save to 
turn over the bar as Adam 
Lallana powerfully drilled goal- 


wards from 20 yards. 

As the rain turned to snow 
and sleet Ramirez was given a 
warning by referee Mark 
Clattenburg for gesticulating 
that a Norwich player should 
get booked for tripping him up 
before a brave block in the 
Canaries’ penalty area stopped 
another Saints shot from reach¬ 
ing its target. 

Bunn was forced into a anoth¬ 
er good save on 28 minutes as 
Ramirez got in down the left 
and tried an early chip over the 
advancing keeper. 

It was well executed and a 
nice idea but Bunn had stayed 
on his feet and managed to get 
enough on it to turn it up in the 
air and it was safely headed 
back to him. 

Artur Boruc had first work of 
the afternoon to do a minute 
later as he quickly dived to his 
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SAINTS SUBS 

K DAVIS, FORREN, CLYNE, 
W-PROWSE, CHAPLOW, 
PUNCHEON, DO PRADO. 


YOSHIDA 


RODRIGUEZ 


PILKINGTON 


GARRIDO 


right to make up for an early 
step to his left to turn away a 20 
yard free kick from Robert 
Snodgrass. 

Bunn was the next keeper in 
action turning away a drilled 
Shaw cross. 

Norwich were forced into a 
chance on 35 minutes as 
Anthony Pilkington limped off 
to be replaced by Wes 
Hoolahan. 

Saints continued to dominate 
the game. 

In truth there was only one 
side in it but they really 
needed a goal before the 
break to capitalise on it. 
Lallana got booked for 
dissent as he argued over 
a free kick given against 
him for handball as 

NARWTru CITRC ”1 Norwic h came slightly 
NORWICH SUBS more into the game in 
camp, whittaker, R the closing stages of 

BENNETT, E BENNETT, FOX, the half 
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MAURICI0 Pochettino made three 
changes to the side that lost to QPR 
for the trip to Norwich. 

Two of those changes came in the 
full back slots. The first was enforced 
with Danny Fox not fit enough to take 
part and being replaced at left back 

TEAM NEWS 

by Luke Shaw. The change at right 
back saw Nathaniel Clyne deemed fit 
enough to take a place on the bench 
but not to start with Maya Yoshida 
switching out wide and Jos Hooiveld 

coming into the heart of the defence 
alongside Jose Fonte. 

The other change saw Jay 

Rodriguez recalled with Jason 

Puncheon left among the subs along 
with Guly Do Prado who provided the 
only attacking options from the bench. 






But when the ref¬ 
eree blew his 
whistle there 
was a sense Saints 
had let the Canaries off the 
hook as it remained goalless. 

Saints had a golden opportu¬ 
nity to take the lead five min¬ 
utes after the restart. 

Rodriguez produced some 
great work down the left to get 
to the by-line, cut back a cross 


READ THE ADAM RANT COLUMN ON PAGE 6 
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PULL FOUR POINTS CLEAR OF DROP ZONE 


POINTS 

SAFETY 



Poch’s 
sorry for 
ref rage 


MAURICIO Pochettino has apolo¬ 
gised for storming onto the pitch to 
remonstrate with referee Mark 
Clattenburg after his side were held 
to a goalless draw at Norwich. 

Saints played superbly well in the 
snow and rain at Carrow Road and 
should have had the game won 
before Clattenburg awarded 
Norwich an injury time penalty for a 
foul by Luke Shaw on Grant Holt. 

Saints disagreed with the decision 
and saw what they perceived to be 
justice done as Boruc dived to his 
right to make the save and pre¬ 
serve the point. 

After the game Pochettino came 
onto the pitch to confront 
Clattenburg but afterwards was 
repentant. 

He said: “I do know that (you 
shouldn’t go on the pitch) and I 
apologise. 

“Sometimes you can lose control 
a little but us managers have to 
control ourselves. 

“Sometimes I feel as if I am play¬ 
ing the game as well on the side¬ 
lines.” 

He added: “I am happy overall 
with the team’s performance 
because we regained that fighting 
spirit that perhaps we lost a little 
bit against QPR. 

“I think my team played better 
than last week and in the 90th 
minute before that penalty was 
given we deserved to be leading 
the game. 

“So my anger was double fold 
that it shouldn’t have been a penal¬ 
ty and that we should have been up 
in the game by that time.” 


BELOW: Norwich’s Kei Kamara is 
challenged by Morgan 
Schneiderlin. 


into the six-yard box that was 
only half cleared to Lallana 12 
yards out but he sidefooted over 
the goal. 

Norwich were starting to look 
a little more of a threat, but gen¬ 
erally only on the break with 
Saints enjoying dominance of 
possession in their opponent’s 
half. 

Twice Norwich got decent low 
crosses into the Saints box but 
saw it cleared, the second 
superbly by Fonte’s sliding 
challenge. 

There was another double 
chance for Saints on the hour 
mark as Rodriguez fired goal- 
wards from the edge of the area. 

It was pushed out by Bunn but 


straight to Rickie Lambert in 
the area but he put a technical¬ 
ly tricky half volley over the 
bar. 

Lambert had the chance to 
fire in a free kick from just out¬ 
side the box after Shaw was 
brought down by Snodgrass but 
it struck the wall and went 
wide. 

Saints made their first change 
on 70 minutes with Guly do 
Prado coming on for Ramirez. 

He went out to the right of the 
attacking three behind Lambert 
with Rodriguez switching into 
the central role. 

Saints were grateful to 
Yoshida who made a last ditch 
challenge as Snodgrass looked 


to take the ball around Boruc 
after being played in by 
Hoolahan. 

Saints made a second switch 
as James Ward-Prowse came on 
for Lallana on 79 minutes. 

Moments later Lambert rose 
highest in the area to meet Do 
Prado’s free kick but flicked it 
wide. 

Norwich made another 
change themselves with 
Luciano Becchio on for Kei 
Kamara for the final stages. 

Bradley Johnson became the 
next man in the book for a foul 
as Saints threatened to break. 

Fonte picked up a booking for 
a foul on Johnson not that long 
afterwards. 

There was another great 
chance for Saints with just a 
minute remaining. 

Lambert crossed from the left, 
Ward-Prowse headed back 
across goal to Rodriguez just 
inside the area but he couldn’t 
make a clean connection with 
his shot and it was straight at 
Bunn without much behind it. 


Saints made a late change 
with Jason Puncheon coming 
on for Rodriguez. 

When the fourth official held 
up his board it showed three 
minutes for Saints to find a 
deserved win - but they almost 
ended up losing it. 

Deep into stoppage time there 
was controversy as Clattenburg 
awarded Norwich a penalty. 

Holt was turning to chase 
down a ball that dropped over 
his shoulder and went down 
under the challenge of Shaw. 

Replays showed it was in the 
area despite protests to the con¬ 
trary but Saints also didn’t 
think it was a foul. 

There was commotion on the 
pitch as Clattenburg conferred 
with his assistant over the deci¬ 
sion but in the end he did give 
the penalty and booked 
Puncheon for dissent. 

Holt stepped up to take it but 
Boruc was the hero as he dived 
to his right to save and earn 
Saints a point. 



LATEST PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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STOPPER MAKES AMENDS 
WITH SAINTS SUPPORTERS 



ARTUR Borne raised his hand 
to the Saints fans and 
received a huge roar in return 
- it was well deserved. 

The keeper’s wonderful penal¬ 
ty save from Grant Holt in 
added time ensured that his 
team avoided a damaging defeat 
at Carrow Road. 

His salute to the raucous trav¬ 
elling fans moments after the 
final whistle received perhaps 
the biggest cheer of the day. 

It would have been rough jus¬ 
tice on Saints had they lost this 
match, and not just because of 
the controversial circumstances 
surrounding the spot-kick, 
which enraged the visiting play¬ 
ers and bench. 

Saints dominated much of this 
game and should have won. 

They will be disappointed that, 
come added time, they allowed 
Norwich to still be in it. 

Holt’s tumble in the corner of 
the area under pressure from 
Luke Shaw seemed innocuous 
at the time. 

Yet, moments later, on the 
advice of his assistant, referee 
Mark Clattenburg was pointing 
to the spot. 

Saints could barely believe the 
decision. 

Jason Puncheon was booked 
in the ensuing melee, as players 
from both sides clashed. 

Eventually, after consultation 
with his assistant, Clattenburg 
confirmed the decision. 

As Holt stood poised to take 
the spot kick, it looked as if 
Mauricio Pochettino’s side were 
set to suffer a cruel defeat and a 
major blow to their survival 
hopes. 

But then came Boruc. The 
keeper flung himself to his right 
and, at full stretch, palmed the 
spot kick away. 

Seconds later Clattenburg’s 
whistle went again, this time 
signalling the end of the match. 

Boruc took the praise of his 
teammates and then hoisted an 
arm towards the Saints fans. 

The Polish stopper has not 
always enjoyed the best of rela¬ 
tionships with supporters, with 
his bottle throwing incident in 
the home defeat to Spurs earlier 
in the season having left a sour 
taste in some fans’ mouths, 
regardless of whether it was 
intentionally directed at them 
or not. 

But any lingering criticisms 
will probably have been washed 
away with this save. 

It caps another in a series of 
fairly assured performances 
from Boruc, who finally appears 
to have solved the problems the 
club have had this campaign in 


finding a regular number one. 

After hailing their keeper, the 
Saints fans quickly turned on 
Clattenburg, making their dis¬ 
pleasure known. Pochettino did 
similar. 

The manager will again have 
been impressed with much of 


his side’s display, even if the 
theme has continued of the 
number of points gained not 
exactly representing their per¬ 
formances. 

Saints have Boruc to thank, 
though, for ensuring that they 
earned at least one. 
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Saints Spotlight 

ARTUR 




SUPER SAVER: Artur Boruc beats away Grant Holt’s penalty. 



■ NPOWER LEAGUE ONE 



ON TARGET: Matt Tubbs, right. 


Cherries fall off 
promotion pace 


CHERRIES lost further 
ground in the race for 
promotion when they 
were condemned to a 2- 
1 defeat by League One 
leaders Doncaster 
today. 

Billy Paynter fired the 
visitors ahead midway 
through the second half, 
only for Matt Tubbs to 
level just four minutes 
from time. 

But there was a nasty 
sting in the tail for 
Cherries when James 
Husband snatched a 
late winner for Rovers in 
the 88th minute, writes 
NEIL PERRETT. 

Ryan Allsop was draft¬ 
ed in for his Cherries 
debut as boss Eddie 
Howe made three 
changes to his starting 
line-up. 

Allsop replaced Shwan 
Jalal between the sticks, 
while Shaun MacDonald 
and Brett Pitman were 
restored to the team. 

Cherries made an 
enterprising start and 
twice went close to tak¬ 
ing the lead inside the 
opening six minutes. 

Firstly, Brett Pitman 
was denied by a save 
from Neil Sullivan, the 
veteran goalkeeper 
keeping out his close 
range header from a 
Marc Pugh cross. 

And from the resultant 
short corner, another 
cross from Pugh was 
met by Steve Cook, the 
defender’s header com¬ 
ing back off the angle of 
crossbar and post. 

Rovers also had a 
chance to draw first 
blood in the early stages 
when Allsop saved well 
after Chris Brown had 
let fly from 20 yards. 

Allsop then made 
another decent stop in 
the 11th minute, the 
stopper diving to his left 
to push away David 
Cotterill’s angled drive. 

Sullivan snaffled 
Grabban’s speculative 
long-range effort before 
the Cherries striker 
glanced a Matt Ritchie 
cross wide. 

And Sullivan had to be 
at his best to tip a blis¬ 
tering drive from Pitman 
around the post, the 43- 
year-old getting down 
smartly to his right to 


divert the 30-yarder. 

Cherries had a penalty 
appeal waved away after 
Pitman had gone to 
ground under a Cotterill 
challenge before 
Grabban headed straight 
into the arms of Sullivan 
following another Pugh 
centre. 

Pitman’s free-kick at 
the start of the second 
half flashed past the 
upright before Cotterill’s 
25-yarder was clutched 
by Allsop. 

Cherries were rocked 
when Paynter opened 
the scoring against the 
run of play midway 
through the second half. 

The Rovers targetman 
arrived at the near post 
to turn in a cross from 
the right by Cotterill with 
Allsop powerless to 
keep out the strike. 

Grabban, set free by 
Pitman’s slide-rule pass 
and with just Sullivan to 
beat, saw the goalkeep¬ 
er dive to his left to 
parry the striker’s shot 
as Cherries wasted a 
great chance to level. 

Cherries drew level 
four minutes from time 
when Tubbs lifted the 
ball over Sullivan after 
Steve Fletcher’s flick 
had found him. 

But just two minutes 
later, Husband finished 
from a tight angle to 
restore Doncaster’s lead 
and complete the scor¬ 
ing. 

Cherries: Allsop, 

Francis, Cook, Seaborne, 
Ritchie, McQuoid (Fraser, 
71), O’Kane, MacDonald 
(Fletcher, 78), Pugh, 
Grabban (Tubbs, 78), 
Pitman. Unused subs: 
Hughes, Fogden, 
Partington, Jalal (g/k). 
Booked: O’Kane. 

Rovers: Sullivan, Quinn, 
Jones, McCombe, Spurr, 
Cotterill, Coppinger, 
Lundstram, Husband, 
Paynter, Brown (Hume, 
89). Unused subs: 
Wakefield, Griffin, 
Howieson, Sinclair, 
Bennett, Maxted (g/k). 
Booked: Coppinger, 
Husband. 

Attendance: 7,178 
(including 569 visiting 
supporters). 

Referee: Fred Graham 
(Essex). 
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Drop is 
notan 
option 

IF ANYBODY needed further 
reminding of why it’s so impor¬ 
tant that Saints avoid relega¬ 
tion this season then it has 
been provided by the financial 
figures released from St 
Mary’s. 

Traditionally the club have 
only released 12 months of 
accounts at a time, normally 
running to a year ending up to 
July. This week they took the 
different step of releasing fig¬ 
ures right up until the end of 
December 2012. 

The reason appears clear - it 
shows just how far they have 
come and will put the minds of 
supporters somewhat more at 
ease. 

To read that Saints were los¬ 
ing money last season and that 
wages were running at 102 per 
cent of turnover would have 
been shocking. 

But to follow that up with the 
realisation that, despite pre¬ 
sumed rises in wages since 
reaching the top flight, the fig¬ 
ure has fallen to 59 per cent of 
turnover due to a massive rev¬ 
enue increase settles the heart 
rate once more. 

It is a clever, sensible and 
well thought out move from 
Saints, but also one that under¬ 
lines why they need to stay up. 

To run as they were last sea¬ 
son is not a sustainable long 
term business model that many 
companies would be looking to 
follow. 

It was a gamble backed by 
the owners that eventually paid 
off. 

With a new TV deal set to 
boost income dramatically 
again next season for top 
flight clubs the financial 
future for Saints could look 
even healthier as long as the 
team can pick up enough 
results in the remaining ten 
games to ensure they are still 
in there. 

Prepared 
for failure! 

IF PREPARATION is the key to 
sporting success then per¬ 
haps we have realised why 
England were so utterly 
dreadful in their first Test 
innings of the series in New 
Zealand this week. 

It smacks of complacency to 
play only one warm-up game, 
and much of that has to reflect 
on the management and not 
just the players who have got 
most of the stick. 


SPORTING MADNESS 


League 2 more 
lucrative than 
Olympic gold! 


THERE are times where you 
wonder if there is any justice 
in the world of sport, maybe 
the world in general. 

It is strange that we value some 
physical skills so highly and yet 
others we are really not that both¬ 
ered about when push comes to 
shove. 

This strange disparity struck 
Adam Rant last weekend when he 
ventured to Sandown for the 
annual Triathlon Show. 

It is in effect a mass trade show 
of Triathlon products, but also 
with talks, lectures, seminars and 
demonstrations going on all over 
the place for triathletes to lap up. 

It was a really good day out but 
also rather surprising in some 
ways. 

Probably the star attraction was 
Chrissie Wellington, the now 
retired four-times Ironman world 
champion. 

Ironman, a brand name for long 
distance triathlon which covers a 
2.4m swim, 112km bike and then a 
full marathon, is becoming 
increasingly popular across the 
globe. 

Wellington is arguably the 
greatest ever athlete in the histo¬ 
ry of the sport, she is British, and 
yet creates comparatively little 
in the way of attention for her 
feats. 

When you think about the work 
that went into being able to smash 
world records in an event that 
requires such incredible physical 
feats it is mind boggling. 

At least though there was a 
decent audience present to hear 
her speak and a presentable 
enough queue to get autographs 
and pictures with her afterwards. 

Her following may be from a 
select group, mainly triathletes, 
but at least it exists. 

However, wandering around the 
show we got handed a flyer adver¬ 
tising a bike fitting service offered 
by former Olympic champion 
Rebecca Romero, pictured below. 

It seemed a bit strange at 
first that an athlete of that 
calibre would be doing a 
bike fitting service. 

But it got even 

stranger when you 

looked up to discover 
the person stood there 
handing out flyers to all 
and sundry was former 
Olympic champion 

Rebecca Romero. 

For those who aren’t aware, 
Romero won a World 

Championship title and Olympic 
silver medal as a rower before 
switching to cycling and becom¬ 
ing the first ever British woman to 



MARCHING ORDERS: Nani receives a red card from referee Cuneyt Cakir. 

Overreaction to Nani red 


AM I the only one to think that Nani’s red 
card wasn’t quite as controversial as people 
are making out? 

Adam Rant did certainly think it was a 
harsh decision, but outrageously incorrect it 
was not. 

Nani was going for the ball and it was unfor¬ 
tunate that he caught the opponent and it did¬ 
n’t appear to be deliberate. 

That interpretation would have made it a 
nailed on yellow card offence. 

But the referee only gets one view of it and 


when a player studs an opponent in the chest 
with a high foot it could easily be misinter¬ 
preted as deliberate and therefore worthy of a 
red. 

In summary, that means the colour of the 
card is merely being determined by intent, 
and in fairness the referee has to interpret 
that in a split second. 

In Adam Rant’s opinion it was an incorrect 
decision, but still it was utterly understand¬ 
able and certainly not worthy of the hysteri¬ 
cal overreaction it has received in some parts. 



compete in two different sports 
at the Olympics. 

Oh, and she went on to win 
an Olympic gold as a cyclist. 

She is now pushing herself 
in the sport of Ironman. 

What an incredible sporting 
career that has been. 

Romero has been at the very 
peak of her game, in two sports 
no less, and achieved something 
quite incredible. 

And yet here, still aged only 33, 
she is giving out flyers for her 
own bike fitting service. 

Compare that to the world of 
football. 


Now the reason that footballers 
have such sky high salaries is that 
people are prepared to pay large 
sums to watch them. 

The honest truth is, no matter 
how much people bleat on about 
cycling when the Olympics comes 
around or Bradley Wiggins is win¬ 
ning the Tour de France, the great 
British public at large don’t have 
any interest in it the rest of the 
time. Therefore there is no money 
in it. 

That all makes sense, but it 
doesn’t stop that feeling of injus¬ 
tice. 

Forget the Premier League, for¬ 


get even the Championship, there 
are players in League One and 
League Two, probably even in the 
higher echelons of non-league, 
making vastly bigger sums of 
money from their career than 
Romero, and will get far greater 
adulation too. 

And yet, while Romero is an 
MBE who has been the very 
greatest at her sport, these guys 
can, at best, boast that at one 
point in time, if they are lucky, 
they might just have reached the 
dizzy heights of being the 5,000th 
best footballer on the planet. 

It’s a funny old world. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s (exclusive] column on all things football 


FRONT-RUNNER: Ex-Saint 
Gareth Bale, right. 

club and country but with Theo 
Walcott still eligible, he may have 
some competition from one of his 
teammates. 

Belgian duo Christian Benteke 
and Romelu Lukaku have led the 
line with aplomb for their respec¬ 
tive clubs in the Midlands and 
Rafael has been consistent in an 
ever-changing United back four, 
even chipping in with a few goals. 

The shortlist would be more 
clear cut in May when the Football 
Writers’ Player of the Year is sen¬ 
sibly awarded. 

Still, it is good to speculate and 
how refreshing would it be to see a 
defender shortlisted. 

John Terry was the last defender 
to lift the PFA award in 2005 and 
he was the first since Paul 
McGrath in 1993. 

The PFA awards began when my 
career was drawing to a close but I 
was proud to win the Daily 
Express Player of the Year at the 
end of one season. 

It was awarded to me by the great 
Billy Wright and I still remember 
the action picture they used of me 
- one of the few ever taken of me 
heading ball! 


IT WILL be a surprise to me if 
Gareth Bale does not join an 
elite group of players to win 
the PFA Player of the Year 
award for a second time. 

But it has always seemed strange 
to me that this prestigious award 
is voted on with so much of the 
season left. 

The final weeks and months of a 
campaign mark out the truly spe¬ 
cial players so it is a pity votes are 
tallied long before this. 

That gripe aside, the award still 
takes prime position on any foot¬ 
baller’s mantelpiece, especially as 
they are always voted on by fellow 
pros. 

They are always hotly contested 
but what surprised me is that only 
three were mentioned as con¬ 
tenders. 

There have been stellar perfor¬ 
mances across the board but Bale, 
whose meteoric rise is well docu¬ 
mented, is the leading candidate. 

The 2010/11 winner is the 
favourite thanks to string of 
match-winning performances 
that have kept Spurs in with a 
shout of Champions League foot¬ 
ball. 

For Bale, the timing of the vote 
could prove crucial. His perfor¬ 
mances against Inter two seasons 
ago swayed it in his favour while 
his form in January and February 
this year has been no less impres¬ 
sive. 

Should he win the award for a 
second time he would become only 
the fifth player to do so since its 
inception 40 years ago - joining 
Mark Hughes, Thierry Henry, 
Alan Shearer and Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 

Second in the betting is Robin 
van Persie, pictured below, who 
traded north London for 
Manchester and has not looked 
back. 

Many thought the £20m-plus 
spent on him was steep consider¬ 
ing the injuries he has had but the 
decision has paid dividends with 
the Dutchman pivotal in United’s 
charge to the title. 

He has been a match-winner on 
many occasions with his technical 
ability and wand of a left foot pro¬ 
viding some of the goals of the sea¬ 
son. 

Luis Suarez, the only man ahead 
of RVP in the goal charts, may 
never be far from controversy. 

But that does not detract from 
footballing ability based around a 
low centre of gravity, quick feet 
and a brain to match. 

He is a defender’s nightmare and 
you wonder where Liverpool 
would be without his 21 
goals, which have provided 
40 per cent of their tally this 
' season. 

But his histrionics may 
mean he struggles to find 
voters from his peers. j 
There has been little 1 
mention of Juan Mata, 
the Spaniard’s claims 
suffering with 
Chelsea’s form 


HAREM TIMES MS 
RUH PERFECTS... 

... but why not . wait until end of season to hand out gongs? 


under Rafa 

b, Benitez. 

But he has 
been a joy to 
watch for the 
*< Blues. His 
vision and craft 
, / in the mid- 
d 1 e 


has been mesmeric and with 17 
goals and many more assists in 45 
appearances it is fair to say he 
^ has been a star performer this 
season. 

Further down the line there 
have been a host of perform¬ 
ers who due to one reason or 
F another have been passed over 
as contenders. 

Leighton Baines and Marouane 
Fellaini have been terrific at 
Everton with the latter unplayable 
at times. Baines’ stock has risen 
quickly, assuming the national jer¬ 
sey from Ashley Cole and provid¬ 


ing more assists this season than 
any other full-back. His delivery 
has been key to the Belgian’s suc¬ 
cess. 

Finally, Michu deserves a men¬ 
tion. Having arrived to little fan¬ 
fare in the summer he has become 
a folk hero at The Liberty 
Stadium, winning over his fans 
with those languid skills and of 
course his goals, culminating in 
the League Cup final victory. 

The Young Player of the Year 
award is no more a certainty. Jack 
Wilshere is the frontrunner fol¬ 
lowing his dynamic displays for 
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CAMBRIDGE CITY 0 
GOSPORT BOROUGH 4 

GOSPORT Borough extended 
their fantastic unbeaten run 
to 22 games in the Evo-Stik 
Premier Division by comfort¬ 
ably beating a hapless 
Cambridge City at the Pro- 
Edge Stadium, writes RYAN 
DAY. 

It was in-form striker Rory 
Williams, pictured below, 
who netted twice alongside 
Adam Wilde and Tom 
Dunford on an easy after¬ 
noon for Alex Pike’s side 
which also saw the return of 
this season’s top goal-scorer 
Justin Bennett from the 
bench. 

The visitors took the lead 
on 20 minutes as Dan 
Wooden was blocked en 
route to goal, only for the 



ball to roll kindly to the feet 
of WILLIAMS who guided 
the ball into the bottom 
right-hand corner. 

Gosport doubled their lead 
in the 35th minute after 
TOM DUNFORD collected 
the ball on the edge of the 
18-yard box before curling 
an effort into the top right- 
hand corner. 

The visitors soaked up any¬ 
thing Cambridge threw at 
them before hitting the 
home side with a third goal 
of their own. 

It was WILLIAMS again 
who raced down the left 
before cutting inside and 
unleashing a superb strike 
which flew in via a deflec¬ 
tion off Cambridge centre- 
half Oily Cleaver. 

The visitors wrapped up 
the comfortable win as 
returning striker Justin 
Bennett crossed for fellow 
sub WILDE who swept home 
from six yards. 

• Turn to page 13 for more 
of today’s non-league action. 


bairns hand Reds a hammering 



mf' mi 


GOING FOR GOAL: Derek 
Reeves attempts to latch onto 
a loose ball in August 1960. 


4 Alt 


A 



SAINTS will be hoping for a repeat 
of their first ever league clash with 
Liverpool when the Reds roll into St 
Mary’s next weekend for their first 
league game at the stadium for 
over eight years. 

It was in August 1960 when 
Liverpool arrived at The Dell for 
promoted Saints’ first home game of 
the 1960/61 Division 2 season. 


Fresh from losing 1-0 at 
Rotherham on the opening day, 
Saints fell behind early on four days 
later. But they hit back to run out 4- 
1 winners with goals from John 
Sydenham, George O’Brien, Derek 
Reeves and Terry Paine - three of 
the goals comin the first half. 

Writing in the Sports Pink the fol¬ 
lowing weekend, ‘Observer’ said: 
“The Saints need have no fears 


about Second Division opposition if 
they play as they did against 
Liverpool on Wednesday. 

“In the first Division 2 game at 
The Dell for seven years they gave a 
display worthy of a First Division 
side. 

“Liverpool chairman’s comment 
to the Saints after his side had been 
trounced 4-1 was: ‘We thought we 
had a good chance of promotion, but 


if you play like that you will get if.” 

Saints maintained their momen¬ 
tum the three days after beating 
Liverpool when they hammered 
Pompey 5-1 at The Dell. 

But Saints could not keep such 
electric form going, though they 
still finished a highly respectable 
eighth in their first season back in 
the second tier - five places below 
Liverpool. 



DELL ROMP: Saints go on the attack against Liverpool. HEADS: A Liverpool defender clears this Saints attack. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT FEVER: 

Danny Wallace celebrates 
his second goal. 


CLINCHER: Wallace heads Saints’ sec¬ 
ond goal. 




SAINTS’ home game with Liverpool next 
Saturday will rekindle memories of a famous 
clash between the two clubs at The Dell exactly 
29 years previously. 

It was back on March 16 1984 that the then 
giants of English football were beaten 2-0 on the 
south coast. 

That game wasn’t played on a Saturday after¬ 
noon, though. 

Instead, it was played on a Friday night and 
made history as the first Saints home game ever 
to be televised live on television. 

The first ever live Football League game shown 
on television had only been shown earlier in that 
same season, when Liverpool won at Tottenham. 

The evening was a personal highlight for Saints 
winger Danny Wallace. 

He gave Saints the lead with a stunning over¬ 
head kick that was to win the Goal of the Season 
award. 

Five minutes from time Wallace, one of the 
smallest players on the pitch, got in front of the 
much taller Alan Hansen to head Saints’ second. 

It was one of only six defeats that Joe Fagan’s 
Liverpool suffered in 42 games, winning the 
league title by three points from Saints in the 
process. 




\ OJj 









GOAL OF THE SEASON: Danny Wallace, out of picture, scores an overhead kick and, above middle, wheels away to celebrate. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE SAINTS NEWS & VIEWS 


[Football Spoty 

Gossip, News 

8» Moves! 


Is there 
an end in 
sight for 
Pompey? 



PORTSMOUTH are a step closer to 
coming out of administration after 
the Pompey Supporters’ Trust 
exchanged contracts to buy the 
club. 

The deal remains subject to a 
court case next month, at which 
administrators PKF will attempt to 
gain permission to sell Fratton Park, 
which is controlled by former owner 
Balram Chainrai, to the fans’ group. 

Trust chairman Ashley Brown said: 
“We are delighted to announce that 
on Thursday afternoon we 
exchanged contracts with PKF for 
the acquisition of PFC. 

“We must 
now focus 
on securing 
the release 
of the 
charge on 
Fratton Park, 
which in turn 
will trigger 
the comple¬ 
tion of the 
deal. 

“We are on 
the verge of 
creating 
football his¬ 
tory. 

“Several 

thousand fans are already part of 
that and we urge others to now join 
us so that they too will own a part 
of their club. 

“We are confident of success in 
the court, but we would still wel¬ 
come the opportunity to settle 
quickly and allow us to start the job 
of rebuilding the club with the com¬ 
munity and supporters at its heart.” 

Investor lain Mclnnes, who will 
become Portsmouth’s new chair¬ 
man if and when the takeover is 
complete, added: “If you believe it 
you can achieve it. 

“I’m proud to be part of a group of 
people who have collectively pulled 
together to get us this far. 

“Finally the fans can see the end 
of what’s been a very long and 
challenging haul. 

“We will not be counting any 
chickens just yet, particularly as 
there’s due process to go through. 

“However, I believe that if a bid is 
to be judged on its merits - 
financially, operationally and motive 
- then there can be only one out¬ 
come. 

“So let’s get on and get this 
done.” 

Pompey have been in administra¬ 
tion for over a year and will be 
deducted 10 points when they exit. 

Guy Whittingham’s (pictured) side 
are currently bottom of League One 
but won their first match in 24 
attempts against Crewe last week. 
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Lane's plan 
backfires in 
a big way 


AFC FAWLEY boss Colin Lane 
thought he was doing the right 
thing by fielding eight first-team 
players in the recent Wyvern 
Combination League match at 
Romsey Town - but how wrong 
he was! 

With his players short on match 
practice due to lack of games, 
the idea was to keep them tick¬ 
ing over with a run-out for the 
reserves. 

But the plan backfired spectac¬ 
ularly when Aaron Blaxall, pic¬ 
tured, ended up on crutches and 
two other Oilers were sent off. 

“Aaron was caught by a two- 
footed tackle and he’s on crutch¬ 
es with ankle ligament damage,” 
said Lane. 

“We also had Matt Parnell and 
Ben Murphy sent off for two yel¬ 
lows - plus we lost the game! 

“For Matt it was the first ever 
sending off of his career, but I 
was disappointed with Ben,” he 
added. 

“He got 
booked in 
the 89th 
minute and 
then sent 
off in the 
90th.” 

With mid¬ 
fielder 
Lewis Ross 
also out 
with ankle 
ligament 
damage 
sustained 
in college 
football 

and Kieran Earl ruled out for the 
rest of the season after suffering 
a burst appendix, Lane gets no 
nearer to fielding a full-strength 
side. 

But even with a depleted squad, 
Fawley managed to pull off one 
of their best results of the season 
at the end of last month when 
they triumphed 2-1 on their mid¬ 
week travels to Newport loW. 

“We went with five reserve team 
players, only had one sub and 
didn’t arrive until 25 minutes 
before kick-off,” said Lane. 

“Zac Anderson was due to 
come over on the high-speed 
service, but he missed the 7.15 
one and finally caught the 7.45. 

“We had to name him as a sub¬ 
stitute and he came off the bench 
and scored a superb winner!” 

Unfortunately for the Oilers, 
they were still suffering the hang¬ 
over of that midweek trip when 
they travelled to on-song 
Lymington Town last Saturday 
and lost 1-0. 

They had their chance to sal¬ 
vage a point after falling behind 
to a Rhys Jones goal midway 
through the second half, but 
Justin Grandison’s penalty was 
saved by ’keeper Stuart 
Williamson. 




Sturrock gets off 


WAS it really nine years ago? 

Was it really that long since Paul Sturrock 
enjoyed a winning debut as Saints manager 
against the mighty Liverpool at St Mary’s. 

Indeed it was. 

It was March 2004 when goals from strike pair 
James Beattie and Kevin Phillips gave new boss 
Sturrock a memorable winning start to what 
was to prove a very short reign at Saints. 

Antti Niemi also played a starring role, saving 
a Michael Owen spot-kick before Phillips 


clinched Saints’ win five minutes from time. 

The goalscorers were to enjoy a good run of 
late season form under Sturrock. 

In his 11 Premier League games in charge in 
2003/04, Phillips (6) and Beattie (5) were to score 
11 times. 

But two games into the following 2004/05 sea¬ 
son and Sturrock was gone, his departure 
dressed up as ‘by mutual consent’. 

He left behind only a few memories, of which 
this one was probably the best. 
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The little 
Hobbit is 
making a 
big noise 

THE Hobbit again took centre 
stage for Lymington Town last 
Saturday in a 1-0 home win 
over Fawley AFC. 

Striker Rhys Jones is not the 
tallest striker on the 
Sydenhams Wessex scene - 
hence his Hobbit nick-name - 
but he is developing the knack 
of scoring big goals. 

Since he and Sam James 
scored in the 2-0 victory at 
Totton & Eling on February 9, 
Lymington’s Premier Division 
fortunes have been on the up. 

Last Saturday’s triumph over 
the Oilers made it four wins 
and a draw from their last five 
league games and they got 
another point in the bag on 



Tuesday when James netted in 
a 1-1 draw at AFC Portchester. 

“Young Rhys has done well,” 
said Leader, pictured. 

“I believe he was with 
Bournemouth Poppies’ youth 
team as a youngster and he 
came to us in the summer and 
worked his way through the 
reserves. 

“He blows a bit hot and cold 
so I’m picking and choosing 
games for him and trying to 
play him when I think he can 
have an effect. 

“He’s got bags of energy and 
his goal against Fawley was 
actually quite a clever finish. 

“It was a great strike by 
James Fry from 35 yards which 
hit the woodwork and bounced 
down. 

“It was only a tap-in from 
eight yards for Rhys, but he 
managed to volley it in.” 

Fawley had a late chance to 
level when the referee pointed 
to the spot for a foul by Ben 
‘Razor’ Rizzo. 

But Lymington keeper Stuart 
Williamson saved the day by 
foiling Justin Grandison from 
12 yards. 


GOAL: Two different views of James Beattie giving Saints the lead against Liverpool in March 2004. 

FOR MORE SAINTS NEWS VISIT: www.dailyecho.co.uk/sport 


SIX PAGES OF 
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STARTS PAGE 14 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 


£21 


£ 1.750 


nearest 

miss 

prize... 


RESULTS 



Winners 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs M Ballard, Southampton, Hampshire 
who wins the Runner Up prize of £1,700 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mr C Aitcheson , Southampton, Hants 
Mr P Attwood, Micheldever, Hants 
Mr T Curtiss, Romsey, Hants 
Mrs L Drake, Nursling, Southampton 
Mrs B M Edwards, Salisbury, Wilts 
Mr A Hoff, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Holman, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
Mr R Longman, Hythe, Southampton 
Miss M Martin, Southampton, Hants 
Mr N Martin, Chandlers Ford, Hants 


Rules 


Mrs M Mason, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Middleton, Southampton, Hants 
Miss L Nordvik, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mr A Norgate, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Plank, Southampton, Hants 
Mr C Rochester, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Stephens, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs L Walker, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs A Watts, Broughton, Hants 
Mrs W Williams, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12 . Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 


mil 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 
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Non-league Action 



STAGS STOP THE ROT 



OPENER: Luke Roberts is congratulated after scoring Totton’s first-half goal. Order no: 16038572 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT] 


AFC TOTTON ended a run of six 
league games without a win by 
beating Redditch United 2-0 in 
the Southern Premier Division 
this afternoon. 

A goal in each half by Luke Roberts 
and Jono Davies cheered a season’s 
best league crowd of 605 at the 
Testwood Stadium. 

Jono Davies returned from injury 
for Totton and young Luke Roberts 
got another league start in place of 
the injured Mike Gosney. 

New strike signing Craig Feeney 
from Totton & Eling was named on 
the bench. 

Redditch started the sharper, 
catching Totton unaware with a 
quick throw-in and forcing an early 
corner. 

It then needed a solid intervention 
by Ross Bottomley to stop Jermaine 
Hylton in full flight as he threatened 
to burst clear down the left. 

On 13 minutes Bottomley went in a 
little too hard on William Richards, 
who shoved him in retaliation. After 
both players had been lectured by 
referee Nunn, Connor Deards fired 
the free kick across the face of goal 
and wide. 

After 15 minutes without mounting 
a serious threat, Totton mustered 
three chances in as many minutes. 

First Stefan Brown - starting a sec¬ 
ond month’s loan from Basingstoke 
Town - was denied by an excellent 
save from Bradley Catlow after 
latching on to James Coutts’ 
through ball. 

Two minutes later Davies cleverly 
span and found Baily Cargill on the 
left. The AFC Bournemouth young¬ 
ster delivered an inviting cross into 
the six-yard box where Catlow did 
just enough to block out Richard 
Gillespie. 

Within a matter of seconds Totton 
earned a free kick on the left and 
Ryan Hill’s well-struck delivery 
whizzed narrowly past the leap of 
Gillespie. 

On 25 minutes yet another oppor¬ 


tunity came the Stags’ way, but 
Gillespie narrowly failed to find the 
far corner after Roberts had found 
him in space on the right of the area. 

Redditch responded when Hylton 
skipped past Hill and forced a corner 
off goalkeeper Ross Casey at his near 
post, but the youngster did well to 
punch away Deards’ inswinger. 

Catlow again came to the visitors’ 
rescue on 31 minutes, getting down 
to claw away Cargill’s fierce strike 
at the foot of his left-hand post in the 
mayhem that followed a Totton cor¬ 
ner. 

Then Coutts picked out Gillespie 
with a cracking ball into the area 
but, though the striker did every¬ 
thing right in nudging the ball over 
keeper and defender, his control let 
him down and Redditch managed to 
clear. 

Hylton sent a swerving 20-yarder 
just over in response, but Totton 
were quickly back on the attack with 
Jamie Whisken back-heeling an 
effort over from Cargill’s free kick 


before the outstanding Catlow again 
denied Gillespie one-on-one. 

The Stags finally made one of their 
chances count on 43 minutes. 

As a free kick came in from the left, 
Whisken headed it on and, after an 
initial touch by Brown, ROBERTS 
side-footed it over the line. 

Casey was called into action soon 
after the restart to block out 
Richards’ strike before, at the other 
end, Coutts swept a chance wide. 

There was another warning for 
Totton on 55 minutes when Hylton 
drove straight through the heart of 
defence, only to shoot narrowly 
over. 

As the hour mark arrived, DAVIES 
put clear daylight between the sides 
with a brilliant, curling free kick 
from the edge of the box which 
deflected in off the Redditch wall. 

The visitors might have pulled one 
back in similar fashion three min¬ 
utes later when Bottomley was 
adjudged to have tripped Richards. 

Josh Quaynor’s free kick was 


bending towards the far corner but 
Casey got across smartly to push it 
away. 

Feeney came on for his debut in 
place of Gillespie on 67 minutes and, 
soon afterwards, Jamie Rudd 
replaced Davies. 

But it was Redditch substitute Matt 
West who almost made a difference, 
forcing another top-drawer save 
from Casey who showed strong 
hands to turn his rising effort over. 

Feeney, though, was getting him¬ 
self into some good positions and 
almost scored on 81 minutes with a 
glancing header just wide from 
Rudd’s cross. 

The Stags looked to have a good 
shout for a penalty turned down for 
a shove on Brown after sub Luke 
Whitley’s raid along the by-line had 
caused havoc in the visitors’ 
defence. 

The goal-mouth action kept going 
into stoppage time when more good 
work by Hylton set up Redditch sub 
West, but he drilled his low shot wide. 


Spitfires 
on play-off 
charge 

BLUE SQUARE BET SOUTH 

Maidenhead United 0 
Eastleigh 2 

EASTLEIGH maintained 
their charge for the play-offs 
with a 2-0 victory at 
Maidenhead, writes MAL¬ 
COLM CLARKE. 

Eastleigh welcomed back 
Dean Beckwith to the start¬ 
ing line-up with Alex Lacy 
dropping to the bench. 

Neither goalkeeper had to 
make more than a routine 
save in the first period of the 
half but Billy Lumley then 
had to make a save from a 
blistering shot from 
Eastleigh’s Chris Zebroski at 
the expense of a corner. 

Dave Pratt then forced a 
save from Ross Flitney at the 
other end. 

However, Eastleigh took 
the lead in the 45th minute 
when handball was awarded 
against Behzadi and Jai 
REASON converted the 
resulting penalty. 

The all important second 
goal was scored when substi¬ 
tute Alex LACEY headed 
home a corner from Jail 
Reason. Before then 
Eastleigh had the better 
chances with Zebroski hav¬ 
ing one shot that hit the 
inside of the post before 
rebounding into the grateful 
hands of Maidenhead goal¬ 
keeper Billy Lumley. 

Lumley also made good 
successive saves from Dale 
Binns and Damian Scannell. 

Immediately before the 
goal Lumley also made a 
good save from Todd which 
resulted in a corner from 
which he scored the second 
goal. 

Although Flitney had one 
difficult save to make early 
in the second-half Lumley 
was by far the busier of the 
two goalkeepers. 
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COACH HOLIDAYS 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



The Grand National 

Departs 5 April 2013 

Experience the drama of the world’s greatest steeplechase on 
this great value three-day coach break. This is your chance to 
be present at one of Britain’s most exciting sporting occasions. 
We include admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure 
(Tattersalls Enclosure bookable at a supplement), plus two 
nights’ accommodation, and a visit to Chester. 

Price includes • Return coach travel • Two nights’ bed and 
English breakfast in a good quality hotel in the North West area 
• Admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure at Aintree (Tattersalls 
Enclosure upgrade bookable at a supplement) • A short visit to 
Chester • The services of a Tour Manager 



Wimbledon 

Departs 6 & 7 July 2013 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of the 
world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships over the final 
weekend, as you wander around the outside courts, savouring 
those famous strawberries and cream - with perhaps a glass 
of Champagne or Pimms - spotting tennis celebrities and well 
known personalities, before taking your seat on famous No.1 
Court, to watch the stars of tomorrow and yesteryear compete 
in the finals of the Junior and Veterans’ events. 

Price includes • Return coach travel • One night’s bed and 
continental breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel in the 
London area • A full day at Wimbledon with a reserved seat on No.1 
Court • A visit to Windsor • The services of a Tour Manager 


(£) www.newmarket.travel/ncs © 0843 31 6 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. if^ABTA 

Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. rlfLei Association 
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Austin’s Poole return 


BURNLEY’S former Poole 
Town star Charlie Austin will 
be the Dolphins’ special 
guest at a sporting dinner 
later this month. 


The prolific striker, pictured 
below, earned a dream move 
to Swindon Town after net¬ 
ting a hatful of goals in the 
Sydenhams League ranks for 
Poole. 



Austin, who combined playing 
for the Dolphins 
with working for 
his father’s 
building com¬ 
pany in 
Westbourne, 
was snapped 
up by 

Championship 
outfit Burnley in 
a £1m-plus transfer 
in 2011. 


The 23-year-old, one of the 
leading marksmen in the 
Football League, will conduct 
a question-and-answer ses¬ 
sion at the dinner, which is 
being held at the Key West 
Restaurant on Bournemouth 
Pier on March 19. 

Tickets, priced £25, include a 
two-course dinner and enter¬ 
tainment from local comedian 
Tony Rudd. 

The event will raise funds for 
Poole Town FC and the club’s 
chosen charity Wessex 
Cancer Trust. 

For tickets contact 
karen@wessexcancer.org or 
telephone 07545 145776. 

Basham injury boost 

EX-SAINT Steve Basham is 
expected to return to Blue 
Square Bet North action with 
Oxford City in the near 
future. 



It was feared that the 
Southampton-born, 35-year- 
old frontman, pic¬ 
tured below, 
would be out 
for months 
with a persis¬ 
tent calf prob¬ 
lem, but the 
injury has 
been identified 
as scar tissue 
damage. 


“He’s been a massive miss 
for us because we’ve looked 
a real threat when he plays,” 
said City boss Mike Ford. 


“If a game is at 0-0, he’s the 
sort that has a chance and 
it’s a 1-0 win. 


“We have missed the extra 15 
goals Steve would have 
brought us, so it would be a 
big boost to have him back.” 


HITMAN WILLIAMS SETS 

SIGHTS OH PROMOTION 




STRIKE sensation Rory 
Williams is confident Gosport 
Rorough can seal promotion to 
the Blue Square Bet South this 
season. 

Williams, who joined Borough at 
the end of January from GE 
Hamble, has enjoyed a tremendous 
start to life at Privett Park after 
scoring six goals in his last five 
games, writes RYAN DAY. 

“I have enjoyed it. This league is a 
lot more physical than the Wessex 
League, but you expect that. The 
standard is better, but I couldn’t 
have imagined a better start than I 
have had,” he said. 

Williams, pictured right, scored 
the goal of the afternoon as Gosport 
trounced league leaders 
Leamington 3-0 to extend their 
unbeaten run to 21 league games 
last Saturday. 

It was the 65th minute when he 
controlled the ball on his chest 
before unleashing a stunning 20- 
yard volley with his left foot that 


GOSPOKTS 21-MATCH UNBEATEN RUN 


NOVEMBER 

10 Hemel Hempstead (H) D 3-3 Wilde, Bennett, 
13 Banbury United (H) W 3-2 Bennett, Smith, 

Igoe 

17 Bedworth United (A) D 1-1 Bennett 
24 Stourbridge (A) D 1-1 Bennett 
DECEMBER 

1 Hitchin Town (H) D 0-0 

8 St Neots Town (A) W 3-2 Dunford, Wooden, 

Wilde 

15 Kettering (H) W 7-0 Bennett (3), Dunford, 
Wooden, Wilson, Norton 

18 Leamington (A) W 3-1 Bennett (2), Wooden 
26 AFC Totton (H) W 1 -0 Bennett 

JANUARY 

1 Bashley (A) D 1-1 Bennett 


5 Bideford (H) W 2-0 Wilde (2) 

12 Chippenham Town (A) D 0-0 

15 Frame Town (H) D 0-0 

26 Chesham United (H) W 3-1 Brown, 

Molyneaux, Williams 

FEBRUARY 

2 Weymouth (H) D 0-0 

5 Barwell (A) W 2-1 Woodward, Smith 

9 Banbury United (A) W 4-2 Williams (3), 

Cook 

16 Bedworth United (H) W 1-0 Williams 
23 Hemel Hempstead (A)D 1 -1 Wooden 

26 St Albans (A) W 6-1 Woodward (2), Wooden, 
Cook, Williams, Wilde 

MARCH 

2 Leamington (H)W 3-0 Wooden, Williams, 
Brown 


rifled past visiting keeper Niall 
Cooper to put Gosport 2-0 up in 
front of a bumper 586 crowd. 

“It’s definitely in the top-two of 
the best goals I have ever scored. I 
scored a volley for Hamble in the 
last minute of a game at the begin¬ 
ning of this season which was up 
there as well,” he smiled. 

“It’s always nice to score good 
goals especially in front of a big 
crowd.” 

The striker believes the side’s 
amazing unbeaten run has put 
them firmly in the promotion pic¬ 
ture this season, but knows there is 
still a job to do. 

“Everyone is up for promotion. 
We are confident as a team and if . 
we keep going as we are then we r 
can get promoted,” he said. _ _ 

“Hemel Hempstead is 
probably the best team I 
have played against and 
they are right up there, 
but we are 21 games 
unbeaten and people 
know we are coming”. 




mm 
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Well push leaders 
all the way - Pike 


GOSPORT Borough manager Alex 
Pike says his team’s confidence is 
sky high after crushing Evo-Stik 
Southern Premier leaders 
Leamington 3-0 at Privett Park. 

After the game the Borough boss, 
pictured below, said: “We have got 
ourselves into a good position and 
confidence is flowing through the 
side. 

“If you can take a team like 
Leamington and restrict them to 
one shot on target in open play then 
you’ve got to be a good team, and we 
are and we believe in that now.” 

The win stretched 
Gosport’s unbeaten run to 
a club record 21 games, 
meaning they have gone 
the equivalent of half a 
league season without 
defeat - something Pike 
is looking to build upon. 

“21 games unbeaten 
at any level is a fantas¬ 
tic run and in that run 
of games we have 
played the top sides 
either once or twice, 
so it’s certainly no 
fluke,” he said. 

“Despite that 
there is no 
point in us 
taking seven 
points from 


nine then losing our next two. This 
league is so tight that two defeats 
will push us back down to sixth or 
seventh”. 

There was no doubt about the pick 
of the three goals as in-form striker 
Rory Williams lashed home a superb 
volley from outside the box to double 
Gosport’s lead. It took his tally to 
seven goals since stepping up two 
levels from Sydenhams Premier out¬ 
fit GE Hamble in late January. 

Boro still have top goal scorer 
Justin Bennett to add to the side 
after his honeymoon break, 
and after revealing to the 
Sports Pink last week it 
was like having a 
“new signing in the 




squad”, Pike refuses 
to give up hope of win¬ 
ning the title. 

“There are ten 
games to go and we 
k are nine points 
|: adrift. I think 
Leamington are the 
best team in the 
league, but if they 
start to go on a wob¬ 
ble and slip up they 
will worry because 
we are not going to 
be too far behind 
them,” he 
said. 


TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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Hard work 
ahead for 
cup finalists 

CHRIS Hargreaves plotted 
AFC Bournemouth’s path to 
the final of the Hampshire 
Senior Cup and then warned 
the Dean Court young guns: 
“The hard work is still ahead.” 

Development squad coach 
Hargreaves, pictured below, 
saw Cherries edge past 
Southern League outfit AFC 
Totton following a tense 
penalty shoot-out at Testwood 
Stadium on Tuesday. 

Goalkeeper Darryl Flahavan 
marked his comeback from a 
seven-month injury lay-off by 
saving two spot- 
kicks as Cherries 
triumphed 4-2 - 
with the tie hav¬ 
ing been dead¬ 
locked at 1-1 
after extra-time. 

And while vic¬ 
tory set up a final 
date with 

Sydenhams Premier leaders 
Alresford Town at Dean Court 
on April 22, Hargreaves knows 
a bigger prize could await for 
some of the young players. 

Cherries’ second-year 
apprentices and first-year pro¬ 
fessionals will discover over 
the next few months whether 
they are likely to be rewarded 
with contracts for next sea¬ 
son. 

Hargreaves said: “That is 
something I am very aware of 
and I want to do the best by 
the boys. Some won’t make it 
and I can’t do anything about 
that. Some will and I will be 
absolutely delighted for them. 

“If I could give them all a 
contract tomorrow, I would. 

But football is a pretty ruth¬ 
less industry and you just try 
to do your best for them. 

“There is still a lot of hard 
work to be done to earn con¬ 
tracts but this final will give 
them something to look for¬ 
ward to.” 

Aristide Bassele, one of 
Cherries’ stand-out perform¬ 
ers, forced the tie into extra¬ 
time when he headed home a 
Harrison Gilkes free-kick to 
cancel out Luke Roberts’s 
80th-minute opener for the 
Stags. 

And although Totton had the 
better of the chances, they 
were left to rue seeing 
Flahavan save penalties from 
Jack Odam and Richard 
Gillespie in the shootout. 

Cherries, who had also won 
their quarter-final on penalties 
against Eastleigh, saw Baily 
Cargill - currently on loan at 
AFC Totton, Ryan Case, Josh 
Wakefield and Gilkes all net 
confidently. 

Earlier, Charlie Sheringham - 
son of Teddy - had had 45- 
minute run-out following his 
14-month injury absence. 



SHOLING boss Dave 
Diaper says he wasn’t 
surprised by Alresford 
Town’s workrate in 
Tuesday’s Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup semi-final at 
Arlebury Park. 

But what did take him 
aback slightly was the 
movement and quality on 
the ball of a team who, 
seemingly out of nowhere, 
have taken the local non- 
League scene by storm. 

Not content with topping 
the Sydenhams Premier 
Division and booking their 
place in the Sydenhams 
League Cup and North 
Hants Senior Cup finals, 
Alresford can now look for¬ 
ward to their first ever 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup 
final after seeing off 
Sholing’s Southern League 
thoroughbreds 2-1 after 
extra time. 

Although Diaper was bit¬ 
terly unhappy with what he 
described as “ten minutes 
when the game was too big 
for the referee”, it did not 
detract from his admiration 
of the magnificent Magpies. 

“They’re a very capable 
team with a lot of mobility,” 
he said. 

“While they didn’t create 
that many chances, they 
dominated possession and 
totally deserved their win. 

“It might have been a dif¬ 
ferent story had Lee Wort’s 
effort gone in when we were 
1-0 up, but Alresford made 
better use of the ball than 
we did. 

“They’ve got no stars, but 
they work hard as a unit 
and, for a team that’s not 
that physically strong, they 
look after the ball really 
well. 

“There’s nothing of 
(Alresford’s top scorer) 
Warren Bentley, but he 
drifts into holes and is diffi¬ 
cult to pick up. 

“Alresford look very com¬ 
fortable with the way they 
play and they look like a 
team who have been togeth¬ 
er all season. 

“Their work-rate didn’t 
surprise me, you expect 
that, and, to be fair to our 
lads, we matched them. 

“But what did slightly sur¬ 
prise me was their move¬ 
ment and quality on the 


ball. They get a massive tick 
in that box.” 

The early stages of 
Tuesday’s tie gave no indi¬ 
cation of the eventual out¬ 
come with Sholing display¬ 
ing all the strength and 
power of a Southern League 
side. 

Wort and Byron Mason 
looked formidable up front 
and it was Wort who gave 
the visitors a ninth-minute 
lead, cutting in from the left 
and firing low past ’keeper 
Steve Phillips. 

The recent Eastleigh tar¬ 
get thought he’d scored 
again when, following good 
work by Marvin McLean, he 
rattled a shot off the under¬ 
side of the crossbar which 
bounced down on the line 
and out. 

But it was not to be and the 
Magpies made it 1-1 with a 
rare headed goal by 
Dominic Cope from 
Bentley’s 32nd-minute cor¬ 


ner. That was the way it 
stayed for the remainder of 
the 90 minutes and what fol¬ 
lowed was a controversial 
period of extra time. 

Sholing were relieved 
when Lee Wood’s header 
clipped the top of the cross¬ 
bar, but their mood turned 
to displeasure when centre- 
back Lee Bright was shown 
a second yellow by 
Basingstoke referee Colin 
Lymer for dissent. 

The Magpies sensed their 
chance and grabbed the 
winner on 107 minutes 
when Zach Glasspool’s free- 
kick took a wicked deflec¬ 
tion off teammate Chris 
Manning into the roof of the 
net. 

Two more Sholing players 
were red-carded as tempers 
flared after the final whistle. 
Marc Diaper received a sec¬ 
ond yellow, seemingly for 
failing to shake the referee’s 
hand, and Alex Sawyer was 


shown a straight red for dis¬ 
sent. 

According to Diaper, it 
was Bright’s controversial 
dismissal and the build-up 
to Alresford’s winning goal 
that provoked the late fire¬ 
works. 

He said: “I was really dis¬ 
appointed with the referee. 
For a ten-minute spell he 
lost his head completely. 

“Lee Bright’s a level-head¬ 
ed lad and says he didn’t say 
what the ref said he did. 
And in the build-up to 
Alresford’s winner, he gave 
them a free kick for noth¬ 
ing. He’s adjudged a hand¬ 
ball from one of our players, 
but all he was doing was 
protecting the crown jew¬ 
els.” 

Alresford’s reward is a 
final showdown against 
AFC Bournemouth’s devel¬ 
opment squad at Cherries’ 
Goldsands Stadium on 
Monday, April 22 (7.30pm). 


Riley can’t fault beaten Stags 


AFC TOTTON might have lost on penalties, but 
manager Steve Riley couldn’t have been happi¬ 
er with his side’s semi-final showing against 
AFC Bournemouth in the Flampshire FA Senior 
Cup. 

“It was a good contest with lots of action and 
I felt a bit sorry for our boys,” he said. 

“We might just have shaded the game on 
chances and to go out on penalties was cruel. 

“Even their development coach Chris 
Flargreaves, who does a great job with the 
Bournemouth lads, said it was not a nice way 


to finish a game of football. It was a lottery in 
the end.” 

The silver lining for Riley was the reaction of 
the Totton fans. 

“I went into the bar afterwards and a lot of 
our supporters were complimenting the side on 
our performance,” he said. 

“We had a few key players missing on the 
night, like Ryan Hill, Mike Gosney and Jono 
Davies, but the comments were really positive 
and I was very pleased with that. 

“It would have been nice to have got to the 


final but, having got our noses in front through 
Luke Roberts, we let in a goal that we should 
never have conceded. That was the most dis¬ 
appointing thing, but I couldn’t fault the lads for 
effort. 

“They’ve put in so much lately and I felt for 
them going into extra time, but the level of 
commitment and enthusiasm was fantastic. 

“I was so pleased for players like Ross 
Casey, Chris Mason, Luke Roberts, Matt 
Oldring, Jamie Rudd and Jack Odam who’ve 
waited for their chance.” 



Won-league 

Newsi—*. 




Whites loan out Clark 

SALISBURY City midfielder 
Matt Clark has joined Evo-Stik 
Southern Premier 
Division outfit 
Frome Town on 
a month’s loan. 

After starting 
his career 
with Swindon 
Town, Clark, 
pictured, joined 
Salisbury in 
January last year 
and signed a new contract for 
Darrell Clarke’s Blue Square 
Bet South outfit in June. 


Goodhind on the move 

FORMER Eastleigh defender 
Warren Goodhind is on the 
move again. 

The experienced 35-year-old, 
pictured below, has joined 
Hendon, having previously 
been with their Ryman 
Premier Division rivals 
Thurrock. 



Goodhind, who 
began his career 
with Barnet, 
went on to play 
for Cambridge 
United, 
Rochdale and 
Oxford United. 
He spent three 
years at 
Eastleigh under 
Ian Baird’s management and 
made more than 100 appear¬ 
ances for the Blue Square Bet 
South club. 


Goodhind made his Hendon 
debut at home to Margate last 
Saturday. He was called into 
action as a 15th-minute sub¬ 
stitute and played his part in 
a 0-0 stalemate. 


Poole sign Exeter pro 

EXETER City’s Jacob Jagger 
Cane has joined Poole Town 
on an initial month’s loan. 



Dolphins had been keen to 
bolster their squad after influ¬ 
ential engine-room 
man Glenn 
Howes, pic¬ 
tured, sus¬ 
tained a sea¬ 
son-ending 
knee injury. 

Cane, an 18- 
year-old mid¬ 
fielder, signed 
professional con¬ 
tract with Exeter during the 
summer and has made one 
substitute appearance in 
npower League Two this term. 


He was last season’s East 
Devon Grecians’ player-of- 
the-year for the club’s under- 
18s. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD - SEE PAGE 33 
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Darnton’s Totton tonic 


VERWOOD Town have signed 
defender Matt Oldring, pic¬ 
tured below, on dual registra¬ 
tion forms from AFC Totton. 


Oldring’s arrival at Potterne 
Park makes up for the disap¬ 
pointment of missing out on 
Ross Gregory from Blackfield 
& Langley. 


Verwood coach 
Andy Darnton, 
who knows 
Gregory from 
their days 
together at 
Romsey Town, 
said: “Ross is 
a no go for us. 

He’s not playing 
football at all at the 
moment. He’s a bit disap¬ 
pointed with it and has decid¬ 
ed to give it a miss for this 
season. 



“But getting Matt Oldring is a 
good way to make up for it. 

I’d like to think he’ll be avail¬ 
able for most games.” 

Meanwhile, Verwood’s 
recent signing Gerald Owusu- 
Moore faces a lengthy spell 
on the sidelines having dislo¬ 
cated his knee in training. 
After suffering three straight 
Sydenhams Premier defeats, 
Verwood got back to winning 
ways on Wednesday, crush¬ 
ing Alton Town 4-0 through 
hat-trick man Mike Haskell 
and Nathan Saxby. 

Darnton said: “Mike Haskell’s 
just back from suspension 
after getting sent off in Sunday 
football. We’ve missed him up 
front, he’s a bit of a bruiser.” 


Brock targeting cup double 



WINNER: Brockenhurst’s Mike Spinney, right, 
scored the only goal of the game against 
Pewsey Vale. 


BUOYANT Brockenhurst have two cup finals 
to look forward to. 

First they took the scalp of Premier Division 
title favourites Blackfield & Langley to book a 
Good Friday showdown with Alresford Town 
in the Sydenhams League Cup. 

Then they edged a 4-3 thriller against 
Sholing Reserves and will now face AFC 
Stoneham - 3-0 midweek conquerors of 
Comrades - in the Southampton Senior Cup 
final at St Mary’s. 

Jamie Rogers put Brock ahead with a 
bouncing 25-yard shot which caught out 
’keeper Alex Dunning on a sandy Test Park 
surface. 

Sholing deservedly levelled when defender 
Dan Miller cashed in on a 37th-minute corner 
and then Brock hit back with a flag-kick of 
their own which Darren Ritchie headed 
home. 

There was still time for one last goal before 
the break as Sholing’s James Jennings rose 
to glance home a Jamie Mansell cross. 

It took until the 84th minute for the next 
goal to arrive as Brock reclaimed the lead 
when Dunning’s poor kick was punished by 
Mark Barker’s stunning 35-yard strike. 

But that was far from the end of the story. 

With seven minutes of stoppage played, the 
Boatmen appeared to have rescued the tie 
when James Thomson finished a six-man 
move with a rocket shot from the edge of the 
box which whistled past former Boatmen’s 
’keeper Scott O’Rourke. 

Extra time was looming, but in their eager¬ 
ness to press on for winner, Sholing left 
themselves open at the back. Barker won the 
ball in space and let fly from 30 yards. 


Dunning had it covered but it deflected in off 
Sholing’s man-of-the-match Miller as he tried 
to head clear. 

Brock boss John Pyatt’s big fear going into 
that Thursday night semi-final was that it 
would take its toll on the Badgers’ 
Sydenhams One promotion bid. 

And that was precisely what happened last 
Saturday as they surprisingly stumbled 1-0 at 
home to Andover New Street - Craig 
Lakeman’s 12-yard strike doing the damage. 

But Brock got back on track on Wednesday 
when Mike Spinney netted the only goal of 
the game to seal a 1-0 win over Pewsey Vale at 
Grigg Lane. 

The result left Brock two points adrift of 
league leaders Cowes Sports who were sur¬ 
prisingly rocked 4-0 at home by Whitchurch 
United last Saturday. 

Whitchurch had to withstand an early 
onslaught and had goalkeeper Tom 
Hindmarsh to thank for saving a penalty. 

But ex-Saint Sam Argent broke the dead¬ 
lock for the visitors - his seventh goal in the 
last nine games - before Ashley Childs 
bounced off the bench to score twice and Nick 
Jupp completed the scoring. 

Whitchurch boss Jim Macey, whose side 
are fourth, reflected: “Cowes battered us for a 
lot of the first half and we were fortunate to 
nick a goal and go in to half-time with a 1-0 
lead. 

“Tom has saved 11 of the 15 penalties he has 
faced, which is an incredible record. 

“I think 4-0 flattered us, but I’m not com¬ 
plaining. It was a terrific result and we’ve put 
ourselves in a great position now. We’re full 
of confidence.” 


BARKER WANTS CHANCE TO 
FINISH THE JOB AT RONISEY 


Masters class 

GOALKEEPER Clark Masters 
- outstanding in Havant & 
Waterlooville’s recent 2-2 
draw at Eastleigh - has 
unsurprisingly been named 
Hawks player-of-the-month 
for January/February. 

The experienced 6ft 5in stop¬ 
per, formerly of Brentford and 
Barrow, was signed by Havant 
last summer after impressing 
their then manager Stuart 
Ritchie in pre-season. 

The common consent at 
Eastleigh two weeks ago was 
that Masters kept his side in 
the game. 

“Their goalkeeper was fan¬ 
tastic against us,” admitted 
Spitfires boss Richard Hill. 
“He was the best player on 
the pitch. 

“If he played like that every 
time he pulled on a Havant 
shirt, he wouldn’t be playing 
at our level, he’d be in the 
Football League or the 
Conference National.” 


“FOR all the negatives we’ve had this sea¬ 
son, we’ve never felt so positive.” 

So said Romsey Town boss Danny Barker after 
his side’s faint hopes of Sydenhams Premier sur¬ 
vival were all but extinguished in a 3-1 home 
defeat by fellow strugglers New Milton Town last 
Saturday, writes WENDY GEE. 

Much as Barker, pictured, would be choked to 
go down, he has always had one eye on the bigger 
picture at Romsey since taking over the manage¬ 
rial reins last summer and is already making 
plans for next season. 

“This year’s been a learning curve and it’s been 
hard work from day one. When you think of all 
the players we’ve signed and tried, it’s taken the 
best part of the season to build a squad,” he said. 

“But, for me, Romsey was always going to be a 
two, three or four-year job. We were never going 
to turn it round in five minutes and, if the club is 
happy to stick with me next season, then I’m 
happy to stay. 

“The entire squad has already committed to 
next season and I’ve already got player targets in 
mind. 

“We’re slowly moving in the right direction and 
all I ask of the lads now is that we put in some 
positive performances until the end of the season 
so we can hit the ground running next year.” 

Having given themselves a flicker of hope with 
a 2-1 victory over Alton Town the previous week, 
Romsey needed to follow it up with at least a 


point against New Milton to keep themselves 
clear of bottom spot. 

But a poor first-half performance allowed for¬ 
mer Bypass Ground favourite Tom Donaldson to 
put the Linnets 2-0 up and it would have been 
worse had another former Romsey man, Simon 
De’Ath, not missed a penalty. 

Mike Snelgrove replied after the break, but 
Donaldson completed his hat-trick in the last 
minute. 

“Ironically, going into one of our biggest games 
of the season, our players just didn’t turn up,” 
admitted Barker. “It 
wasn’t just one or two 
players, it was bor¬ 
dering on ten. 

“I felt they let me 
and the club down 
in the first half | 
particularly. 

“It was a major ' 
chance to give our- m 
selves some real ■ 
hope, but we seemed 
to freeze and, being _ m ^ _ 
brutally honest, 
our chances 
of sur¬ 
vival 



look slim now with ten games to go. 

“That’s not being negative, that’s being realis¬ 
tic.” 

If Romsey do go down, it won’t put Barker off 
the job - far from it. 

After previous managerial spells with Colden 
Common, Sporting Bishops Waltham and 
Lymington Town, the former Portsmouth and 
Basingstoke defender is happy to put down roots 
at Romsey and is convinced the club will be the 
better for it. 

“The important thing here, as with most non- 
League clubs, is stability,” he said. 

“In recent years Romsey haven’t had anyone in 
charge for more than two seasons and when pre¬ 
vious managers have left the whole circle of 
players has gone with them. 

“When I took the job on I said to Ken Jacobs, 
the chairman, that he’s got me long-term and 
that I would turn it round in time. 

“I took the job knowing it would take three or 
four seasons and Carl (assistant Carl Bennett) 
and I have helped bring in sponsorship as well. 

“We’ve got new under-16 and under-18 sides 
coming into the club next season and we’re in 
talks with a company to set up an academy. 

“For all the negatives, we’ve never felt so pos¬ 
itive. 

“Last Saturday was really disappointing 
but, looking at the bigger picture, I’m 
really excited about the future.” 


CALL NON-LEAGUE REPORTER WENDY GEE ON 023 8042 4483 
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Hamate v Downton 
like the ‘Wild West’ 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@ daily echo .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT: 



GE HAMBLE co-boss Dave Lewis blamed 
poor refereeing decisions for sparking 
something akin to “a Wild West stand-off” 
between the opposing benches during 
Tuesday’s 2-1 home win over Downton. 

Lewis counts Robins manager Jeff Softley as a 
personal friend having known him for the best 
part of 15 years. 

But there was nothing remotely amiable about 
the rival dugouts on a night of high tension at 
Follands Park, which saw Hamble’s Lloyd 
Webber red-carded. 

After Jack Brooks had put Downton ahead, the 
Planemakers came back to win the game cour¬ 
tesy of two Ashley Jarvis, pictured below, goals - 
one a penalty and one the culmination of a great 
team move. 

But delighted as he was with a victory that 
pushed Hamble up to fourth in the Sydenhams 
Premier, Lewis felt referee-fuelled frustration 
made the atmosphere nastier than it ought to 
have been. 

“Every decision he made seemed to be making 
up for the bad decision that went before it and it 
raised the tension of the game,” said Lewis. 

“I class Jeff Softley as a friend, but our bench 
has had a massive fall-out with theirs which was 
mental considering we’ve got a lot of affection 
and respect for each other. 

“When it had all calmed down, one of Jeffs 
assistants said it was the ref who had caused all 
the frustration - and he was right. 
“It was a highly contested game 
of football ruined by poor refer¬ 
eeing.” 

Webber, an FA Vase winner 
, with Winchester City in 2004 
and one of the finest players 
1 to have graced Wessex foot¬ 
ball in recent years, was so 
appalled by the circumstances 
of his red card that he is chew¬ 
ing over his footballing future. 

“Lloyd was a bit high with a chal¬ 
lenge and it was definitely a free kick. But their 
player’s grabbed him, Lloyd grabbed him back 
and they were rolling on the ground. There were 
no punches thrown or anything like that, but 
Lloyd was sent off and their player wasn’t. I 
don’t even think he was booked,” said Lewis. 

“Three times before that, their players had 
taken the top of the ball and the man as well, but 
that’s football and I’ve no problem with that. But 
when Lloyd did the same thing, he’s been sent 
off. 



“Lloyd’s not a dirty player or a hot head, he’s 
like the mild-mannered janitor and he’s more of 
a footballing purist who is very good when we’ve 
got the ball. 

“He’s playing the game as he’s always played it 
and yet this season he’s had 12 bookings and 
been sent off three times. 

“He went on as a sub last Saturday and got 
booked when it wasn’t even a foul and it feels 
like it’s getting personal. 

“After the game he said he’d had enough and 
felt like jacking it in. 

“Hopefully he’ll sleep on it and get a different 



RED CARDED: GE Hamble’s Lloyd Webber, 
right. 

slant on things but, potentially, we’re going to 
lose him for six games. 

“How can any side afford to lose one of their 
best players for the run-in?” 

For former league leaders Downton, Tuesday’s 
was their sixth defeat in eight league games, fol¬ 
lowing on from a 2-1 reverse at Hamworthy 
United last Saturday. 

Having fallen behind to a Ben Smith own goal, 
the Robins levelled through Matt Holmes on 70 
minutes only for Stefan Penny to nod in the 
Hammers’ winner with 11 minutes to go. 

“It was a poor performance,” admitted Softley. 
“We didn’t play any football and one thing I can’t 
stand is lack of effort. 

“We were missing several players, but so were 
Hamworthy and their players gave 100 per cent.” 


MIKE Clarke is retiring from his role as secre¬ 
tary of Totton & Eling. 

After several years in the post, Clarke has 
decided to stand down having recently taken on 
the duties as chair of governors at a local school. 

A statement from the Sydenhams Premier club said: “It’s 
a decision that has not been taken lightly. 

“Mike has decided that the time has come for him to 
hand over the reins as club secretary to a new face. 

“Mike has given many years of service to the club and 
will be missed by his colleagues on the committee and by 
members/players of the club.” 

Totton & Eling are already on the lookout for a new sec¬ 
retary and would ideally like to appoint someone before the 
end of the season to assist a smooth hand-over. 

“The successful applicant would be joining a manage¬ 
ment team who are dedicated to achieving success at all 
levels of the community,” said the club. 

Anyone interested in the position should contact chair¬ 
man Ed Holmes on 07445 523103 for details. 




Won-league 

Newsi—*. 



Golden Graham 

DEFENDER Brad Strickland’s 
dad was the unlikely hero of 
Bashley’s 1-0 win over 
Arlesey Town last Saturday. 
Graham Strickland, father of 
the former Cherries trainee, 
stepped out of the crowd to 
run the line after referee 
Andrew Newell had pulled a 
hamstring in the first half of 
the Southern Premier clash. 
The 51-year-old former Tyro 
League official was the only 
person to come forward - 
some ten years after taking 
charge of his last match. 


And, in a strange quirk of 
fate, he found himself run¬ 
ning up and down the line 
alongside his son, who was 
playing right-back for 
Bashley. 


“It was a bit surreal, but it 
wasn’t too bad in the end,” 
said Strickland Snr. 


“One or two of their players 
dished out a bit of stick, but 
you just have to ignore it.” 
Bash boss Frank Gray said: 
“We were very thankful to 
Graham because the referee 
clearly could not carry on, 
even on the line. These 
things happen, but you never 
want games abandoned with 
so many left to play.” 


Cherries leave Town 

ALEX Moth and Ryan Case 
have returned to parent club 
AFC Bournemouth after a 
month’s loan with Wimborne 
Town. 

The pair, who featured for 
Sydenhams Wessex outfit 
New Milton last season, con¬ 
tinued their footballing edu¬ 
cation playing for the 
Magpies in the Southern One 
South & West. 

Wimborne boss Steve Cuss 
said: “Alex and Ryan did well 
with us and we want to 
thank them for their efforts. 
“Hopefully the valuable 
experience gained playing 
with us will have helped 
them in the development of 
their football careers.” 

Both youngsters were 
involved on Tuesday night as 
the Cherries’ development 
squad beat AFC Totton 4-2 
on penalties to book their 
place in the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup final following a 
1-1 draw after extra time at 
the Testwood Stadium. 

The final, against 
Sydenhams Premier high¬ 
fliers Alresford Town, will be 
played at Bournemouth’s 
Goldsands Stadium on 
Monday, April 22 (7.30). 
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News t 


Cuss calls 
a truce to 
end spat 


STEVE Cuss wants warring 
Dorset rivals Wimborne and Poole 
to stop their simmering feud. 

Magpies boss Cuss, pictured 
below, called for the truce after 
watching his team set up the first 
Dorset Senior Cup final between 
the clubs in the competition’s 33- 
year history. 

Wimborne beat Weymouth 1-0 
just 24 hours after Poole had 
eased past Gillingham Town 4-1 
in the other semi-final. 

The two clubs, separated by just 
eight miles, have enjoyed fierce 
rivalry down the years, but the 
competitive edge has threatened 
to boil over in recent months. 

Only last week Poole accused 
Wimborne of being “disrespect¬ 
ful” after an intended prank, 
mocking stricken Dolphins mid¬ 
fielder Glenn Howes, had back¬ 
fired on the 
Magpies. 

This came 
just a cou¬ 
ple of 
months 
after Poole 
boss Tom 
Killick - an 
FA Vase 
winner with 
Wimborne - 
had fanned 
the flames 
by publicly 
stating that 
no Magpies player would improve 
his team. 

Now Cuss, who spent four years 
on the coaching staff at Poole 
before taking the Cuthbury reins, 
thinks enough is enough. 

“Both Poole and Wimborne are 
fantastic football clubs with great 
people,” he said. 

“Sometimes things get taken 
out of context and people say 
things probably without thinking 
first. 

“There is always going to be a 
bit of natural rivalry due to the 
closeness and history of the 
clubs. 

“In recent times I have come 
from Poole to Wimborne and 
have brought a few players who 
had been successful at Poole. 

“Both clubs have to deal with 
that and we both have to be sen¬ 
sible and look at ourselves. 

“I spent four great seasons at 
Poole and we were successful. 

“They have carried it on and, 
locally, are the club that are mov¬ 
ing forward.” 

Looking forward to the April 9 
final, which is likely to be staged 
at Dorchester, Cuss added: “The 
cup final is for local football and 
we have got to make it a show¬ 
piece.” 



Rix brings the 

‘Arsenal effect 1 



ON TARGET: Graham Mankin scored for Bemerton in their defeat at Gosport. 

Chalk has a week to forget 


BEMERTON Heath 
Harlequins’ 0-0 draw at AFC 
Portchester last Saturday 
was one manager Ian Chalk 
would prefer to forget. 

The Wiltshire side only 
created one chance of note 
which Jack Eves blazed 
over the bar in the second 
half. 

“It was a terrible game on 


a terrible pitch,” said Chalk. 

“The ref kept stopping it 
and I knew it would be 0-0 
after five minutes.” 

And there was more dis¬ 
appointment for the 
Harlequins on Tuesday 
when they crashed out of 
the Russell Cotes Cup 4-1 
at home to Gosport 
Borough - Graham Mankin 


their sole scorer in the 
quarter-final tie. 

But Bemerton do have a 
Wiltshire Senior Cup semi¬ 
final to look forward to after 
beating Westbury United 3- 
0 through Danny Young, 
Eddie Perrett and Joe 
Sanger. 

Their reward is a last-four 
meeting with Bradford 


Town at Warminster on 
Tuesday week (March 19). 

Bemerton had no league 
game today, but have two 
midweek fixtures coming up 
against Sydenhams Premier 
relegation strugglers. 

They entertain New Milton 
on Monday and then go to 
lowly Romsey Town on 
Wednesday. 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@daUyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORTI 


IT was only his third game as 
AFC Portchester head coach, 
but Graham Rix has already 
brought “the old Arsenal 
effect” to the Sydenhams 
Premier Division club. 

Until last Saturday the Wicor Rec 
outfit had failed to keep a clean 
sheet in any of their 27 league 
games since gaining promotion 
from Sydenhams One. 

But the addition of ex-Arsenal and 
England winger Rix to the coaching 
staff coincided with a solid goalless 
draw at home to pre-season title 
favourites Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins - a result reminiscent of 
the mean old days at Highbury. 

The only difference was that, 
unlike George Graham’s Arsenal at 
their Scrooge-like best, it didn’t end 
up ‘1-0 to the Portchester’. 

“In retrospect we should have 
beaten Bemerton, but we didn’t 
take our chances,” said director of 
football Mick Jenkins. 

“But at least we kept our first 
clean sheet of the season - and it’s 
been a long time coming. 

SMTHEFUNNYS!DE 

“We’ve gone from a side that con¬ 
ceded 15 in just over week to con¬ 
ceding none! 

“I said to Graham (Rix) that it 
must have felt like deja-vu for him 
because it was just like watching 
Arsenal. Luckily, he saw the funny 
side!” 

With Simon Woods up among the 
contenders for the Sydenhams 
Premier golden boot, Portchester 
have had far more success scoring 
goals this season than they have 
keeping them out. 

Now Rix & Co are trying to strike 
the right balance. 

“We were scoring goals, but ship¬ 
ping them for fun,” said Jenkins. 

“The mentality was that we’d look 
to win 5-4 or 4-3, which is something 
we’re trying to put a stop to. 

“I’m all for entertaining football 
but, as an ex-defender myself, I 
don’t like to see us with the second 
worst defensive record in the 
league. 

“(League leaders) Alresford 
turned us over comprehensively 3- 


0, but we’ve followed that with the 
best defensive performance we’ve 
put in for a while. We had no Rob 
Pittman, Craig Hardy or Josh 
Maddison against Bemerton, so we 
had to re-jig things defensively and 
Simon Stone and Kevin Pottage 
were magnificent. 

“We’ve had a couple of players 
come back into the fold recently too 
with George Way and Lloyd Cleife, 
who used to be a youngster at 
Saints, adding some experience.” 

Portchester’s latest signing is for¬ 


mer Southend United, Havant & 
Waterlooville and Bishop’s 
Stortford striker Steffan Gaisse. 

He and Jenkins are good friends 
and the pair worked together at 
Winchester City in pre-season 
before Jenkins recommended 
Ghana-born Gaise to Gosport 
Borough, who subsequently signed 
him. 

“I also had Steffan at Bognor and 
Havant,” Jenkins explained. “He 
didn’t overly feature for Gosport 
earlier in the season, but he’s had 


an injury which he’s over now. 

“He’ll take some of the workload 
off Simon Woods who has been out¬ 
standing with his goal scoring and 
work ethic. 

“We’re looking for a bit of consis¬ 
tency in the squad now. We’ve 
chopped and changed so much this 
season, using over 45 players, and 
we want to settle down a bit.” 

On Tuesday Portchester fought 
out a 1-1 home draw with in-form 
Lymington Town - Glenn Knight 
scoring from 25 yards. 


GOT A NON-LEAGUE STORY? CALL US ON 023 8042 4515 
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SEETHING Salisbury City boss 
Darrell Clarke admitted his 
side’s Blue Square Bet South 
title hopes had “gone” after 
Tuesday’s 2-0 home loss to 
Basingstoke Town. 

Having led the way at the sum¬ 
mit for months, the Whites went 
into today’s round of matches two 
points behind leaders Welling, 
who have three games in hand. 

City, without a win in their last 


four games, have suffered 
off the pitch too, 
including the 
deduction of the 
point they earned 
in a 2-2 draw 
against AFC 

Hornchurch on 
January 12. 

Whites played 
Elliott Frear, right, 
that day, unaware 
that copies of the 
documents renewing 
his loan from Exeter 
City had not been 
received by the 

Football Conference 
competition office. 



The club requested and 
received a personal hearing and 
were found guilty of a breach of 
rule 6.9. City were fined £100 as 
well as having a league point 
docked. 

The Basingstoke defeat - settled 
by goals from Simon Dunn and 
Delano Sam-Yorke - left Clarke 
fuming. 

“The team out there on 
Tuesday didn’t look like 
one of mine,” he said. 
“The performance was 
poor and I don’t take 
very kindly to it. 

“It was definitely our 
worst defeat of the sea¬ 
son. 



“We’ve lost games that perhaps 
we didn’t deserve to lose, but the 
league has gone. 

“We’ll continue fighting in 
every match, but there were a lot 
of disappointed faces in the 
changing room, as you can imag¬ 
ine.” 

The Frear blunder didn’t help 
matters and Clarke said: “It 
should never have happened, 
that’s my view. 

“It’s an honest mistake, and 
that’s what it is, but it can’t hap¬ 
pen at any football club. 

“I’m obviously disappointed 
we’ve lost a point, but we have to 
move on and make sure we start 
turning draws into wins.” 


Bristow’s boys are heroes 


JASON Bristow hailed his 
Basingstoke Town team 
“heroes” after Tuesday’s 
magnificent victory at high¬ 
flying Salisbury City. 

Goals from Simon Dunn 
and Delano Sam-Yorke 
secured an unexpected 2-0 
win against a Whites side 
who are second in the Blue 
Square Bet South and 
were unbeaten at home all 
season. 

“That’s our biggest win of 
the season,” beamed 
Bristow. “Coming here, we 
had only won two away 
from home, while they 


were unbeaten, so it’s a 
massive win.” 

It was a gritty perfor¬ 
mance from the visitors, 
who defended stoutly 
against mounting Salisbury 
pressure to record only 
their third clean sheet of 
the campaign - despite 
being without both first- 
choice centre-backs. 

“We had 11 heroes out 
there,” said the boss. 

“We were defending for 
most of the second half, 
but we threw our bodies in 
front of things. It was a 
great, battling team perfor¬ 


mance and everyone put a 
real shift in.” 

Basingstoke also 
deserved a pat on the back 
for clinically converting 
their two clear chances of 
the night. 

“The first goal was a real¬ 
ly good team goal and the 
second was an excellent 
individual goal from 
Delano,” Bristow added. 

“So far this season we 
have been creating 
chances but not taking 
them, so it was good to 
see us create less but still 



ON TARGET: Delano Sam-Yorke (centre) netted for 
Basingstoke in their shock win at Salisbury. 


Won-league 

Newsi—*. 



Alton say 
‘thank you’ 

CHAIRMAN Jim McKell has sent his 
heartfelt thanks to the 500-plus people 
who made last weekend’s ‘Save Alton 
Town Day’ such a roaring success. 

With the Sydenhams Premier 
Division outfit under threat of eviction 
from their Anstey Road ground, Alton 
had called on the local community to 
turn out in force to show landlords 
Molson Coors and local councillors 
just what the club means to the town. 

The response was overwhelming 
with well over 400 supporters, plus 
guests and helpers, clicking through 
turnstiles for the 4-0 win over Hayling 
United. 

Saluting those involved for creating a 
such a “joyous atmosphere”, McKell 
said: “To everyone who attended this 
historic fixture and to all who made it 
possible, a huge thank you! 

“An official attendance of 448 was 
terrific and, with volunteer staff, 
helpers, committee persons, press and 
league guests added in, we were no 
doubt among a gathering of 500 plus. 

Alton’s team played their part in 
making it a special occasion, taking 
the lead from their first move of the 
match through Ian Humble. 

Having been denied by a goalline 
clearance in the first-half, Simba 
Mlambo doubled the Brewers’ advan¬ 
tage on 58 minutes, shrugging off sev¬ 
eral challenges before finding the bot¬ 
tom corner. 

Substitute Ryan Ayling crowned a 
memorable day for Alton, scoring with 
his first touch and then seizing on the 
loose ball after Scott Johnson’s strike 
had been parried into his path. 


H&W sign 
up Palmer 

MUCH talked-about Havant & 
Waterlooville striker Ollie Palmer has 
penned a new contract that will keep 
him with the Hawks for two more sea¬ 
sons. 

When Palmer signed for the 
Westleigh Park outfit from Woking at 
the end of September 2011, little was 
known of him in this part of the world. 

But that quickly changed with 
Palmer scoring seven goals in his first 
five games and this time last year his 
name was being linked to a host of 
professional clubs including Chelsea 
and Charlton. 

Since then, the 6ft 4in frontman has¬ 
n’t stopped scoring, amassing more 
than 30 goals in 18 months. 

Palmer scored twice as the Hawks 
beat Sutton 3-0 at Westleigh Park last 
Saturday. He knew little about the 
first when Sutton ’keeper Tom 
Lovelock’s clearance smashed into 
him and rebounded into the net. 

But Palmer was in full control when 
he flicked home a second in the 56th- 
minute before recent signing Kelvin 
Bossman - a former Reading youth 
man who had been playing in Holland - 
added a third on his home debut. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS 
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EASTBOLDRE 


Meet the manager 

Name: Kevin Foot 

Age: 62 

Where are you from: 

Totton 
Occupation: 

Retired 

Position in the 
club: Manager 
Who do you 
support: 

Saints 
Favourite 
player: Robin 
Van Persie 
Your best foot¬ 
balling moment 
(playing or watching): 

Winning the Junior A cup against 
Gardeners five years ago. 

Ambitions for the club: To get us up 
to Senior Premier 



About the team 


Nickname: Boldre - simples! 

Local pub: The Turfcutters Arms - 
proper country pub in the Forest 
Team tightwad with the subs: There’s 
a battle for this award - Cat or Nathan! 
Ladies man: A bigger battle for this - 
Razza, Shadow or Charlie...they’ve all 
got great ladies at home, but man they 
love their own reflection! 

Best haircut: Ady’s monkey tail will go 
down in history! Martin’s “Anelka” look 
has to be up there too! 

Worst haircut: Rocky or Floydy for 
having the least amount of actual grow¬ 
ing hair! 

Club jester: Nathan the Keeper, for so 
many reasons. You can’t help but laugh 
when you’re round him, your jaw and 
cheeks will hurt! 

Club’s dodgiest driver: Jordy - passed 
his test one day and crashes his motor 
the next! Awful. 

Who owns the worst car and what is 
it?: Not sure about worst, but Ady’s 
Nissan 350Z is a proper hairdresser car. 


PARK SPORTS 

Meet the manager 

Name: Brian Yeo 
Age: 61 

Where do you live: 

Eastleigh 
Occupation: 

Unemployed 
Who do you 
support: Saints ■ 

Favourite 
player: Alan 
Shearer 
Best footy 
moment: 

Winning Junior 
and Plate Cup 
Allbrook FC 2008/09 
Best goal: Bobby Stokes goal for 
Saints to win FA Cup 1976 
Ambitions for club: To finish in top 3 
and get promotion to Senior Premier 

About the team 

Nickname: The Park 
Local pub: Mich & Timsbury FC club¬ 
house, next to Flunt’s Farm. 

Team tightwad:Scott Ryves, who 
always says his girlfriend’s got his 
money 

Ladies man: Scott Ryves 

Best haircut: Most of squad have a 

good barnet, obviously they want to 

look dapper on the pitch 

Worst haircut: Matt Fowler and Jack 

Taylor 

Club Jester: Josh Metcalfe 
Club’s dodgiest driver: James 
“Chesney” Elmore 

Who owns the worst car and what is 

it: Jack Taylor has a Seat Leon that 
spends more time off the road than on. 



PARK TVR 



E TITLE FICH 



THE race for the top in 
Southampton Saturday Senior 1 
looks set to be a photo finish. 

Hedge End Town currently sit top of 
the tree, but Soton Energy, East 
Boldre and Park Sports are not far 
behind and only two points separates 
second from fourth. 

It is little wonder that five Hedge 
End Town players came along to 
watch Park Sports take on East 
Boldre - it really was a six-pointer and 
no one connected with the title race 
was going to miss the game. 

Adding to the special atmosphere 
surrounding this clash was East 
Boldre’s unique ground. 

Situated in the heart of the New 
Forest, the walk from the changing 
room to the pitch takes ten minutes, 
where players have to avoid a steady 
stream of horse droppings and 
shrubs. 

It is quite a culture shock going from 
playing at the Sports Centre to New 
Forest heathland surrounded by cows 
and horses - in fact, one of their 
games earlier in the season was aban¬ 
doned due to a horse/cow pitch inva¬ 
sion. 

East Boldre used to consist of most¬ 
ly New Forest-based players, but, 
since linking up with the now defunct 
South City FC - most of the players 
are now from Southampton. 

But the link-up has worked well, 
with the team currently looking at 
promotion to Senior Premiership. 

Park Sports, meanwhile, are a team 
made up entirely of young players, 
only one is close to 30. 

Most of them used to be friends at 
Taunton’s College in Southampton. 

It is the close bond between the play¬ 
ers that has helped them rapidly rise 
up the leagues - in their first season 
they were crowned Junior Three 
champions. 

The conditions and the magnitude of 
the clash made for a cagey opening. 

Park Sports threatened first when 


Ian Fowler’s free-kick from just out¬ 
side the area caused chaos inside the 
Boldre box and was eventually tipped 
over. 

While Park Sports packed the mid- 
field and tried to pass their way into 
the net, Boldre made more of their 
physical advantages, lining up in a 4-4- 
1-1 formation and with striker Rocky 
Moore being a constant nuisance for 
the Park Sports defence. 

And it was Boldre’s direct tactics that 
saw them make the breakthrough. 

Moore played a neat pass to Mark 
Stuart, who played a through ball just 
inside the box to Keiran Shalloe, who 


clipped the ball into the near top cor¬ 
ner. 

The advantage failed to spur Park 
Sports into action, who were dominat¬ 
ing possession but looked out of ideas 
in the final third. 

Then East Boldre had a flurry of 
chances to double the lead, firstly 
Shalloe put Moore in on goal - but he 
flashed his fizzing drive wide, much to 
East Boldre manager Kevin Foot’s 
frustration. 

Just moments later East Boldre 
again missed another sitter. Daniel 
Foot found himself in space from a cor¬ 
ner, but put his header over. The real 


bright spark for Park Sports was stri 
er Roman Williams, who was a co 
stant threat with his direct runnii 
and close control. 

One moment of magic from the da 
german saw him waltz through s 
Boldre challenges, with shouts of 0 
from the sidelines. 

But that was one of the few hig 
lights for Park Sports, who look 
devoid of ideas and were unable 
cope with Boldre’s physical approacl 
But, once again in 
Saturday League football, 
the power of a half-time 
orange proved to be all - • / 
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LINE-UP: Park Sports FC. order no: 16002732 
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email your Park Scratchings stories to 

michael.carr@dailyecho.co.uk 


TINTO A TWO-HORSE RACE 



chance goes begging for East Boldre. 

Order no: 16002862 





MASTER PASS¬ 
ER: Jack Taylor 
starts a Park 
Sports attack. 


Park Sports needed to get into gear in 
the second half. 

Williams was brought down after a 
swift counter-attack and he dusted 
himself off to roll the penalty into the 
right hand corner, sending Nathan 
Sumaili the wrong way. 

East Boldre tried to hit back with the 
direct approach and Park Sports did 
well to defend an artillery barrage of 
long throws by Charlie Sandford. 

But down the other end Jack Taylor 
caused chaos in the box leading to Dan 
Foot almost converting an own goal, 
his skewed clearance smashing 
against the post. But East Boldre’s 


luck ran out when a desperate goal¬ 
mouth scramble after a corner saw 
bodies flying everywhere. The ball 
eventaually pin-balled its way to full¬ 
back Josh Metcalfe, who rolled in a 
deflected shot to make it 2-1. 

Boldre were now falling apart as 
Park Sports’ confidence rocketed and 
the visitors soon added a third. 

Park Sports’ goalkeeper James 
Elmoore launched a long kick down 
field that found Ian Fowler in acres of 
space,. He crossed for the rampant 
Williams to make it 3-1 and game over 
- or so we thought! 

East Boldre made a last throw of the 


Order no: 16002760 


dice by bringing on Andy Catterson 
and very nearly helped salvage some¬ 
thing from the game for his side. 

A Moore knock-down fell straight to 
Catterson’s feet and he swept the ball 
in to make to 3-2 with less than ten 
minutes left on the clock. 

The hosts bombarded the Park goal 
but the visitors held on bravely in a 
frantic finale to record a priceless 
away win that keeps them hot on the 
heels of Hegde End in the title race. 

Boldre are not yet out of it... but it’s 
going to take something special for 
them to stop the title fight becoming a 
two-horse race. 


Match rating: In terms of entertainment, 
there were some very exciting moments - 
especially in the second half when the pen¬ 
dulum swung in Park Sports favour. But the 
quality of football was rushed at times, with 
East Boldre going for the up-and-at-them 
approach, especially from throw-ins. 
However, I can’t complain - there were 
some moments of inspiration and tough 
tackles. It was a real nail-biter in the second 
half.8/10 

Match highlight: Usually the highlight is a 
terrific piece of skill or a wonderful goal, but 
sometimes a comedy moment sticks out 
like a sore thumb. East Boldre were taking 
a corner, Martin Stuart went to take it but 
somehow kicked the corner flag instead of 
the ball, leaving him looking more red-faced 
than Alex Ferguson after a bad refereeing 
decision. 

Match lowlight: Boldre should have had 
the game in the bag. They had the better 
chances in the first half, but their lack of 
killer instinct let Park Sports back in the 
game. To then see Boldre capitulate after 
playing so well was frustrating even to 
those on the sidelines. They’ll be kicking 
themselves for losing the game. 

Ref rating: There were challenges flying in 
from the first whistle - so much so, in fact, 
that one fan on the sidelines was tallying up 
the fouls. But in a highly charged affair 
where emotions ran high, man-in-the-mid- 
dle Tony Dodds did a good job stopping 
things from spiralling out of control. He got 
the penalty decision right and although he 
perhaps could have carded a couple of 
players, his approach helped the game flow 
and made the game a much better specta¬ 
cle for it .8/10 

Ref Report 
Name: Tony Dodds 
Occupation: Customer 
care 

From: Romsey 
Age: 59 

Favourite game: 20 

years ago I was fourth 
official and had to 
keep a certain Mr 
Ferguson under control. 

Least favourite game: 

When I had to give out 22 cards, including 
at least 5 reds, in one game! 

How long has he been doing it: 43 years 
now he is part time, what keeps him going 
is the love of football. 

Apology: Simon Johnson did not referee last 
week’s Park Scratchings game between BTC 
Southampton and Sporting BTC. We apologise 
for any confusion caused. 






t 


CRUNCH: 
Sports’ 
Danny Shaw 
is tackled by 
Ben 
Brunsdon. 

Order no: 16002868 





LINE-UP: East Boldre FC. Order no: 16002732 


HINGS? EMAIL michael - carr@daiiyecho. co.u Jr 



EAST BOLDRE 


Nathan Sumaili: A big man, a big character! Loves a 


one handed catch.7 

Jordan Drodge: Has recently returned to the side 
after a pre season injury, Jordy links the team with his 
passing and is very popular with the lads .6 


Mark McCrindle: An experienced full back. Macca is 
no frills, and no risks, he loves to just get that ball out! 


Dean Floyd: Dan Foot’s partner in crime at the back. 
Floydy knows what he’s doing with the ball and has a 
beastly long throw.7 

Dan Foot: The Boldre stalwart, Dan continues to fly 
the flag for the club. One of the highest scoring 
defenders in Southampton. A real danger with his 
head .8 

Ben Brunsdon: A real grafter in midfield. Known as 
‘Mr Reliable’ and will put it in for the team every game 
without fail.7 

Martin Stuart: Loves the wings and being given the 
freedom to get at defences.6 

Kieran Shalloe: Known as the shadow, he is a centre 
midfielder and club captain. He leads by example - 
goes out to win every ball and every game .7 

Rocky Moore: Much like the boxer he is a hard-work¬ 
ing grafter who punches above his weight upfront. 
Always a handful with a sharp turn of pace to boot. .8 

Alex Liburd: Another creative maestro for East Boldre, 
likes a step-over, played some very good passes first 
half.7 

Charlie Sandford: Possibly has the longest throw in 
Southampton! A real threat from the wings and has a 
few tricks too. Unpredictable, but has the flair to 
change a game.8 

Adrian Andrews: A full back who is never out of posi¬ 
tion - a rare commodity at this level.7 

Raz AN: Is returning to the fold after injury, Raz is a 
true professional who leads by example with his atti¬ 
tude and commitment to the game. Encouraged the 
team from the sidelines.7 

Andy Catterson: A gifted midfielder with great feet 
and composed in possession. Started shaky but grew 
in confidence with some assured passing and a good 
goal.8 

Ben Pritchard: Ben has youth, ability, and a work rate 
to get forward as well as back. He is probably the 
best full back around.7 

Mike Strickland: What a player! He has everything 
you need in a central midfielder. Mikey is strong, can 
get forward, tackles hard and scores goals...what 
more could we want apart from availability! 


PARK SPORTS 

James Elmore: Known as “Chesney” for his likeness 
to a Coronation Street character. Reflexes like a cat. 7 

Danyal Shaw: The oldest in the team, but still hasn't 
reached 30, known for spending too much time in the 
shower after the game.7 

Josh Metcalfe: Fullback who works long shifts at the 
weekend in the custard factory. But was mustard this 
week rather than custard, unlikely goal scorer and got 
forward well.8 

Gareth Johnson: The leading goal scorer for Park 
Sports. His club nickname is “Messi”.8 

Jamie Martin: Defender, who is relied upon to win all 
the headers, but was still shorter than East Boldre’s 
strikers.8 

Paul Bryant: The changing room DJ who comes up 
with victory songs. Still looking for a proper gig_7 

Danny Bellows:A creative midfielder with an eye for 
goal, an unsung hero at times .7 

Ian Fowler: Plays in the middle of the park with his 
brother, where he often causes havoc with late chal¬ 
lenges. A good physical presence and also has a pret¬ 
ty good pass on him.7 

Roman Williams: A really, really good player. A 
superb touch and lightning pace. By his standards he 
had a quiet game, but still scored two.9 

Matt Fowler: The artistic director in midfield, liked to 
sit deep and dictate the play. Likes a long shot and a 
long pass.7 

Jack Taylor: Looks like a 13-year-old, but had a big 
influence on the game in the second half. Quick feet 
and movement created Boldre problems.8 

Paul Taylor: Made his first appearance for the club. 
Potential in his partnership with Roman Williams ... .6 

Courtney Weston: Impact sub, who played well after 
coming on in the second half.7 

Scott Ryves: Apparently missed the sitter to end all 
sitters in a cup semi-final, has been dropped ever 
since .7 
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After winning the Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle and the RSA Chase 
in the last two years, Bobs Worth is bidding for a hat-trick of Festival 
victories - but can he rise to the challenge in the blue riband event? 
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Cheltenham Festival: Day-by-day race 

guide 



Tuesday 1 2 March 

Wednesday 1 3 March 

Thursday 14 March 

Friday 15 March 

1.30 William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle 

1.30 John Oaksey National Hunt Chase 

1.30 Jewson Novices’ Chase (Registered as 

1.30 JCBTriumph Hurdle 

Grade 1,2m 1 1 Oy 

(Amateur Riders’ Novices’ Chase) 

the Golden Miller Novices’ Chase) 

Grade 1,2m If 

2.05 Racing Post Arkle Challenge Trophy 

Class 2, 4m 

Grade 2, 2m 4f 

2.05 Vincent O’Brien County Handicap 

Grade 1,2m 

2.05 Neptune Investment Management 

2.05 Pertemps Final (Handicap Hurdle) 

Hurdle 

2.40 JLT Specialty Handicap Chase 

Novices’ Hurdle (Registered As Baring 

Listed, 3m 

Grade 3, 2m If 

Grade 3, 3m 1 lOy 

Bingham Novices’ Hurdle) 

2.40 Ryanair Chase (Registered as the 

2.40 Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle 

3.20 Stan James Champion Hurdle 

Grade 1,2m 5f 

Festival Trophy Steeple Chase) 

(Registered as the Spa Novices’ Hurdle) 

Grade 1,2m 1 1 Oy 

2.40 RSA Chase 

Grade 1,2m 5f 

Grade 1, 3m 

4.00 Glenfarclas Handicap Chase 

Grade 1, 3m 1 lOy 

3.20 Ladbrokes World Hurdle 

3.20 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup 

(Cross-Country Chase) 

3.20 Sportingbet Queen Mother 

Grade 1,3m 

Grade I,3m2f 1 lOy 

Class 2 3m 7f 

Champion Chase 

4.00 Byrne Group Plate (Handicap Chase) 

4.00 CGA Foxhunter Chase 

4.40 OLBG Mares’ Hurdle (Registered as the 

Grade 1,2m 

Grade 3, 2m 5f 

Class 2, 3m 2f 1 lOy 

David Nicholson Mares’ Hurdle) 

4.00 Coral Cup (Handicap Hurdle) 

4.40 Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup 

4.40 Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ 

Grade 2, 2m 4f 

Grade 3, 2m 5f 

Handicap Chase (Amateur Riders) 

Handicap Hurdle 

5.15 Pulteney Land Investments Novices’ 

4.40 Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle 

Class 2, 3m If 1 lOy 

Class 2, 2m 4f 1 lOy 

Handicap Chase 

Grade 3, 2m 1 lOy 


5.15 Johnny Henderson Grand Annual Chase 

Listed 2m 4f 11 Oy 

5.15 Weatherbys Champion Bumper 


Challenge Cup 


Grade 1 2m 1 1 Oy 


Grade 3, 2m 1 lOy 


Festival news 


Crus in Grand shape 

Trainer David Pipe expressed 
satisfaction with Grands 
Crus after he completed a 
racecourse gallop following a 
meeting at Exeter recently. 

The eight-year-old grey has 
so far had an interrupted 
campaign, and was pulled 
up in the Argento Chase at 
Cheltenham in January on his 
last start. 

Grands Crus, who still holds 
entries in the Ryanair Chase 
and the Ladbrokes World 
Hurdle, worked alongside the 
Tom Bellamy-ridden Zaynar. 
Pipe tweeted: “He was 
keen and worked well, both 
myself and Tom Scu pleased 
with him. No decision about 
Cheltenham just yet.” 

Imperial for Aintree? 

Imperial Commander could 
be targeted at the Grand 
National after being ruled out 
of the Gold Cup. 

A lung infection has put paid 
to the dream of the 12-year- 
old attempting to regain the 
jumps blue riband prize. 
Trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies 
said: “What can you do, it’s an 
absolute sickener but they are 
very delicate creatures. 
“Hopefully he’ll be OK for 
Liverpool.” 

Imperial Commander was 
given I I st 61b in the National 
and the owners may consider 
that along with other major 
races later in the spring. 

“He’s got an entry in the 
National, and he would have 
a nice weight, so we wouldn’t 
close the door on that just 
yet,” said Paul Costello, 
syndicate manager for owners 
Our Friends In The North. 

Hughes eyes Bumper 

Champion Flat jockey Richard 
Hughes is hoping to add a 
Cheltenham Festival success 
to his CV. 

Hughes, who will be at the 
meeting helping with his 
father, Irish trainer Dessie 
Hughes, has applied for a 
jumps licence and is keen to 
ride the unbeaten Sgt Reckless 
for West llsley trainer Mick 
Channon in the Weatherbys 
Champion Bumper. 


Beautiful Sprinter 


by Tom Peacock 

SPRINTER SACRE was 
recently described by his 
trainer Nicky Henderson as 
being “as good-looking a 
horse as you will see”. 

Beauty is not everything, 
of course, but the seven- 
year-old has already shown 
he is far more than mere 
equine eye-candy as he 
steamrollered any rival put 
his way over fences. 

While Henderson seems 
to be gradually arriving at 
the public conclusion that 
Sprinter Sacre is the best he 
has ever trained, ahead of 
such exceptional racehorses 
as Remittance Man and See 
You Then, another impressive 
victory in the Champion 
Chase could seal that 
position beyond doubt. 

Sprinter Sacre might look 
like the perfect racehorse, 
with his giant black frame 
and gentle disposition, but 
he is not a traditional race¬ 
horse at all. 

The seven-year-old’s sire 
is a thoroughbred in 
Network, a decent perform¬ 
er on the Flat in Germany, 
but his dam Fatima III is a 
Selle Franais, meaning she 
is from a breed used for 
sport horses such as even- 
ters and show jumpers. 

This makes Sprinter J 

Sacre an AQPS (Autre Que / 
Pur-Sang), or non¬ 
thoroughbred, but this is 1 
nothing unusual in jumps 
racing these days as other 
decorated French-bred 
jumpers of recent years 4 
such as The Fellow and f 
Edredon Bleu have ) 
enjoyed notable sue- / 
cess in Britain. 

He was only i 

Sprinter Sacre 
with jockey Barry 
Geraghty and 
trainer Nicky 
Henderson, 
second right 


Henderson star looks the part 


Sprinter’s big-race wins 

2013 

Victor Chandler Chase 

2012 

Tingle Creek Chase 
Maghull Novices’ Chase 
Arkle Trophy 
Game Spirit Chase 

201 I 

Wayward Lad Novices’ Chase 

the second foal to be bred 
by a young farmer, 
Christophe Masle, who 
bought Fatima III as a bit of 
fun and a diversion from 
raising his Charolais cows. 

As is now the case, many 
British owners and trainers 
look to pick up these sort of 
horses from France and 
Masle’s first foal, Regain Du 
Charbonneau, found his way 
across the Channel for an 
unremarkable career with 
David Pipe. 

Masle is based right next 
to the National Stud in 
Cercy La Tour, in the central 


region of France, and when 
Sprinter Sacre was a foal he 
won his class at the Decize 
show, where influential 
French buyers look for 
potential talent. 

This saw him eventually 
find his way to his current 
owner in Britain, Caroline 
Mould. 

First introduced to a track 
in February 2010 at Ascot, 
he had evidently been show¬ 
ing something at home to be 
sent off at odds-on in a 
bumper. 

He duly won, leading 
Henderson to describe him 
as a “lovely prospect” and 
giving him one more 
successful outing that spring 
at Ayr. Just like bumpers, 
hurdle races were only ever 
to be a stepping stone for 
fences. 

Sprinter Sacre had a 
promising second season, 
winning a couple of times 
before Henderson, perhaps 
a shade reluctantly, let the 


Mould family run him in the 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle at 
Cheltenham. 

Deserted by Henderson’s 
jockey Barry Geraghty in 
favour of the out-and-out 
hurdler Spirit Son, Sprinter 
Sacre finished just over a 
length behind his stablemate 
as the pair took second and 
third place. 

That was his last experi¬ 
ence over the little obstacles, 
and the final time he has 
been beaten. 

Geraghty was required at 
Cheltenham on the day 
Sprinter Sacre made his 
chasing debut at Doncaster 
on December 9, 2011, and 
David Bass was allowed the 
experience of a lifetime as 
the gelding dazzled over the 
fences and announced him¬ 
self a seri- 


on, Geraghty was not going 
to let him go, describing the 
rising star as “one of the 
best I’ve ever sat on” after 
he annihilated the top-class 
hurdler Peddlers Cross at 
Kempton. 

By the time Sprinter Sacre 
had finished off seasoned 
rivals in the Game Spirit at 
Newbury, he had acquired 
from Henderson the nick¬ 
name of the “big black 
aeroplane”. 

The momentum built as 
he coasted seven lengths 
clear in the Arkle and by 
even further at Aintree. 

“He has been amazing all 
season, but you are getting 
to the stage now where 
anything but perfection 
doesn’t do,” Henderson said 
at Liverpool. 

“Just because they are 
beautiful doesn’t make them 
the best horses - it should 
do, but it doesn’t always 
apply. Here it just does - 
everything fits everywhere 
and he has the athleticism 
and the attitude.” 




BETTING ON THE CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL? 
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JimMcGrath 

' Channel 4 Racing summariser 



Why Overturn 
can set the 
Festival alight 



I’M certain most jumping 
fans just can’t wait for the 
Arkle and the clash between 
Simonsig and Overturn on 
the very first day of this 
fabulous meeting. 

They look two classy 
horses, although we haven’t 
seen as much of them on the 
racecourse as I would have 
liked. It’s a dangerous thing 
to say ‘it’s a match’ but these 
two look out of the 
ordinary. 

I’m sure Overturn will be 
looking to force the pace 
while Barry Geraghty would 
be happy to stalk Overturn 
on Simonsig. 

Simonsig marmalised the 
speedy Hinterland at 
Kempton Park, but it will 
surprise me if Barry doesn’t 
elect to wait. 

With Overturn, I thought 
he showed the slightest 
tendency to go left at 
Musselburgh, but that’s only 
if I’m being picky because 
he’s a clean, fast jumper and 
Cheltenham is left-handed. 

Simonsig looked a bit 
novicey at Kempton, and 
in an ideal world I’m sure 
Nicky Henderson and 
Donald McCain would have 
liked to have got another 
run into them. Obviously, a 
lot will come down to what 
happens on the day, and I 
don’t think the market is 
right with Simonsig 4-6 and 
Overturn 11-4. 

As a punter I would have 
to side with Overturn at 
11-4, but I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the other horse 
won. 

In the Champion Hurdle, 
Hurricane Fly puzzles me a 
bit. The horse wasn’t in the 
same kind of form last year 
as in 2011, and even though 
Ruby Walsh was critical of 
himself when he spoke on 
the Morning Line I don’t 
think he did a lot wrong. He 
comes here on the back of a 
measured and straightfor¬ 
ward preparation. 

I’ve looked at both races 
he’s won here and I ask, is it 
the same level of form that 
he shows in Ireland? 

Grandouet and Binocular 
represent the Henderson 
stable and, to me, Grandouet 
is a horse who travels very 
strongly in his races but 
hasn’t always found as much 
off the bridle. 

He might be a little bit of 
a Harchibald up the final 
hill. Binocular is an enigma, 
and has let his fans down 
more than a couple of times. 
Nicky reckons Binocular 
is giving out favourable 


signals and he can be very 
good when fresh. At their 
best there is not a lot be¬ 
tween them, the one thing 
that is missing is where the 
pace will come from and 
who will make the running. 

Rock On Ruby and 
Zarkandar are another two 
that you can’t rule out, and I 
would have a lot of respect 
for Oscar Whisky should the 
ground come up soft and 
connections have a rethink 
about which race to tackle 
with him. The beauty of all 
this is that you don’t have to 
have a bet until nearer 
the start. 

It will be so competitive 
that if you think you’ve 
missed half a point on one 
you’ll get the opportunity to 
acquire it closer to the day. 

To sum up, Ruby gave me 
the impression that Hurricane 
Fly is a bit more adaptable, 


but I want to oppose him 
and the bet for me would be 
Zarkandar at 5-1 to win. He’s 
done precious little wrong, 
and is a strong finisher, so a 
strong pace would make 
him even more attractive. 

In the Queen Mother, 
what can you say to every¬ 
one but just sit back and 
enjoy Sprinter Sacre. 

With the top two-milers, 
sometimes they might look 
supple or lithe, but he is 
both. Overturn is like a little 
gazelle, but Sprinter Sacre is 
a great big one. 

It is hard to compare him 
to the past greats such as 
Badsworth Boy and Moscow 
Flyer. Badsworth Boy was a 
bit flat in his technique, but 
he gained one of his three 
Queen Mothers by a dis¬ 
tance and Sprinter Sacre is 
a totally different kind of 
jumper. Moscow Flyer went 


four seasons unbeaten apart 
from a fall and also has a 
jumping flaw which was his 
inclination to reach for the 
odd one. Sprinter Sacre is a 
sight to behold over a fence 
and just wonderful to 
watch. 

Bobs Worth is just about 
favourite for the Gold Cup, 
but I’m a punter and it 
seems everything hasn’t 
quite gone to plan with him. 
It’s a fascinating statistic 
that both he and Sir Des 
Champs are trying to win 
a third different race in 
as many seasons at the 
Festival, a feat only achieved 
by Flyingbolt when he 
landed a Gloucester Hurdle, 
the Broadway Chase and the 
two-mile Champion Chase 
back in the Sixties. 

The race reminds me of 
the Champion Hurdle in 
that there is not much 


Overturn and Jason 
Maguire on their 
way to winning The 
I stsecuritysolutions.co.uk 
Novices’ Steeple Chase at 
Doncaster in January 

between the main contend¬ 
ers on the book. I loved the 
way Sir Des Champs won 
his race last year. Physically, 
he’s deep through the girth 
and he fairly sprang up 
the hill on better ground 
last year. 

Silviniaco Conti looks 
high class, yet the body 
language of Paul Nicholls 
and Ruby Walsh suggests 
they think he has a good 
chance without being a 
Kauto Star or a Denman. 
For all his wonderful record 
in the top staying chases 
you will always have a 
chance with Long Run. 

Bobs Worth is the hardest 
one to fathom, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he 
won, but I’ll rest my case on 
Sir Des Champs. 

For best value and best 
bets of the meeting I would 
probably look to the 
Triumph Hurdle with Our 
Conor and the JLT Specialty 
Handicap Chase with Fruity 
O’Rooney. 

I like what Our Conor has 
done in Ireland and, 
although the ground might 
be quite different, he’s 
travelled and jumped well. 
He’s a quality horse, coming 
over on his A-game. 

Fruity represents a stable 
(Gary Moore) in fantastic 
form and I think he’ll go 
very well in the JLT Chase. 
He’s a sporting price and 
should give a good showing. 

Jim was talking to 

Neil Morrice 


Festival quiz 

1) How many winners did 
Nicky Henderson saddle at 
the meeting last year to break 
Fulke Walwyn’s record? 

2) Between 1979 and 1987 
there were six northern- 
trained Gold Cup winners. 
How many can you name? 

3) Who rode French raider 
The Fellow to win the Gold 
Cup in 1994? 

4) Pat Taaffe will forever be 
remembered for riding Arkle 
to win three Gold Cups, but 
which horse did he train to 
win the race? 

5) Which Cheltenham 
Festival-winning trainer and 
jockey is a sibling of the 3rd 
Baron Killanin and Lady Sheila 
Killanin? 

6) Name the two Irish dual 
winners of the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase who 

now have races run in their 
honour? 

7) Name the two jockeys who 
won the Queen Mother on 
David Nicholson’s popular 
Viking Flagship? 



8) Paul Nicholls, above, went 
to the 1999 Festival without 
having trained a winner, but 
left with three. How many can 
you name? 

9) Which horse won the 1992 
Bumper when it was run as the 
final race of the meeting and 
the Supreme Novices Hurdle 
the following year meaning he 
won successive races at the 
Festival? 

10) How many times has 
Willie Mullins won the 
Champion Bumper? 

I I) Who rode Brave Inca 
to win the 2004 Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle? 

12) Who was the only 
horse to beat Best Mate in 
four Cheltenham Festival 
appearances? 

13) Which brothers combined 
to win successive runnings 

of what is now the Neptune 
Novices’ Hurdle in the 1980s? 

14) Which overseas Classic 
did the Tom George-trained 
Galileo win before his success 
in the 2002 Neptune Novices’ 
Hurdle? 

15) Richard Johnson’s first 
Festival winner came aboard 
which horse in 1999? 

Quiz answers 
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PINSTICKERS’ 
GUIDETOT 
GOLD CUP 


BOBS WORTH 


Form: 1321-I 


Trainer: N Henderson 


m 


Gold Cup form: NA 


Has been ante-post favourite since winning 
the Hennessy on his reappearance, but has 
not been seen since. He is defending an 
unbeaten record at the track and, having 
won the Albert Bartlett and RSA already, he 
could create history by winning three 
different races at the Festival. 


GOLD CUP RATING 


9/10 


CAPE TRIBULATION 

■ Form: 1-0511 


I Trainer: M Jefferson 


■ Gold Cup form: NA 


Was a bit of a party pooper when arriving 
late on the scene to deny Imperial 
Commander a comeback win in theArgento 
Chase back in January. He also won the 
Pertemps Final at the meeting last year 
proving his liking for the track and there will 
be worse big-price runners at the Festival. 


GOLD CUP RATING 

7/10 


CAPTAIN CHRIS 

■ Form: P4-122 


■ Trainer: P Hobbs 

^■b 

■ Gold Cup form: NA 



An Arkle winner and King George runner-up 
yet some people have him down as an 
under achiever. He rattled home in the 
Ryanair last year to finish fourth, suggesting 
a step up in trip might suit. He still has 
questions to ask about his jumping, however, 
as he has a tendency to jump right. 


GOLD CUP RATING 


8/10 



SILVINIAC O COI 

Form: 41-111 
Trainer: P Nicholls 

Gold Cup form: NA 


He has been prepared solely with this race 
in mind all season, but has also notched up 
three big wins in the Charlie Hall, Betfair 
Chase and Denman Chase at Newbury. 
Jumps like a cat, which will stand him in 
good stead, but there are doubts about his 
ability to handle the track. 

GOLD CUP RATING 7/10 


SIR DES CHAMPS 


Form: 11-241 
Trainer: W Mullins 


I Gold Cup form: NA 


O 


Twice a winner at the Festival, who could 
also win three different races having won a 
Martin Pipe and Jewson Novices’ Chase. He 
appears to thrive in the spring and appears 
to have trained to reach his peak in March. 
Went close in the Lexus before winning the 
Irish Hennessy. Will take all the beating. 

GOLD CUP RATING 10/10 


SUNNYHILLBOY 


Form: 912-5P 


Trainer:] O’Neill 


I Gold Cup form: NA 


~d ^>— 

m 


Represents last year’s winning connections 
of the ill-fated Synchronised and has the 
unenviable record of being the narrowest 
loser of a Grand National in history when 
going down by a nose last April. Running 
here to prep for another assault on the 
great race. 


GOLD CUP RATING 


3/10 


FIRST LIEUTENANT 

Form: 3-4232 * 

Trainer: M Morris 
■ Gold Cup form: NA 

Owned by the same team as Sir Des 
Champs, but by no means a second string. 
Second to Bobs Worth in the RSA a year 
ago, he also won the Neptune the year 
before. Strictly on the form book he may 
struggle to beat Bobs Worth as he was 
behind him again in the Hennessy. 

GOLD CUP RATING 7/10 



LONG RUN 

Form: 213-21 
Trainer: N Henderson 

■ Gold Cup form: 13 

It is surely the first time in history that a 
previous winner of the race and dual King 
George winner is not even the strongest 
representative from the yard but, if the 
bookies are to be believed, that is the case. 
The general consensus is that Long Run has 
lost his “zip”. 

GOLD CUP RATING 7/10 


VERDICT 



THE GIANT BOLSTER 

Form:42-3P2 ® 

■ Trainer: D Bridgwater 

■ Gold Cup form: 2 

Was narrowly denied last year and would 
be a very popular winner for his amiable 
trainer. Has been trained with this race as 
his priority all season and bar a no-show 
in the King George he has shaped with 
promise each time. Cheltenham brings out 
the best in him. 

GOLD CUP RATING 9/10 


WAYWARD PRINCE 

■ Form:7P-2IP 
Trainer: H Parrott 

■ Gold Cup form: NA 

His first two starts for his ownerlpermit 
holder trainer were outstanding as he was 
second to Silviniaco Conti in the Charlie 
Hall and then he beat subsequent winners 
Across The Bay and Quito De La Roque at 
Aintree. Pulled up in theArgento Chase on 
soft, but he may run well at a big price. 

GOLD CUP RATING 4/10 




There is not much between the first four in the betting with Bobs Worth, 
SIR DES CHAMPS, Long Run and Silviniaco Conti all doing little wrong this 
season, but slight preference is for Sir Des Champs to continue his 
progression this season on a return to better ground. Captain Chris has the 
form to go very close if his jumping holds up, while The Giant Bolster loves 
the place and can be guaranteed to run his race at his home from home. 
Cape Tribulation is another outsider capable of hitting the frame. 

I) Sir Des Champs 
2) The Giant Bolster 
3) Captain Chris 


Talented Giant I 
Bridgwater’s re| 



by Nick Robson 


A FEW people involved in 
racing believe the Cheltenham 
Festival is growing out of 
control. 

They feel too much empha¬ 
sis is placed on the four-day 
jamboree at Prestbury Park to 
the detriment of the rest of 
the National Hunt season. 

However, to those in the 
game on a day-to-day basis, 
careers are judged by success 
in Gloucestershire, either as a 
trainer or a jockey - or in 
some cases - both. 

Take Pat Taaffe for example. 
He was the lucky man who 
partnered Arkle to three Gold 
Cups in the 1960s and then 
trained Captain Christy to win 
the blue riband in 1974. 

Dessie Hughes won a 
Champion Hurdle in the 
saddle on Monksfield in 1979 
and then managed to get the 
durable Hardy Eustace to two 
victories in 2004 and 2005. 

Throw in names like David 
Nicholson, Josh Gifford, 
Mouse Morris, Fred Winter 
and Jonjo O’Neill and you get 
an understanding of the 
calibre of person it takes to 
excel on the biggest stage in 
two disciplines. 

One man who very nearly 
joined the list last March was 
David Bridgwater. 

Forced to retire from the 
saddle at just 27 due to badly 
breaking his arm, it is fair to 
say he had a better grounding 
than most. 

Son of trainer Ken 
Bridgwater, he joined Lester 


Piggott as a 14-year-old 
apprentice before outgrowing 
Flat racing and moving to 
work for Nicholson. 

A spell with Nigel Twiston- 
Davies followed before he 
picked up the plum job in the 
game as stable jockey to 
Martin Pipe. 

“I was at Lester’s when he 
had some good horses, 
Cutting Blade and Genghis, 
but then I outgrew the Flat,” 
said Bridgwater. “David 
Nicholson was fantastic, just 
look at the jockeys he 


produced, and then I moved 
to Nigel’s who is the best bloke 
in racing - I won’t say the 
nicest because there may be 
nicer men, but he’s the best. I 
wouldn’t be where I am today 
without him. 

“When the Pipe job came 
up it was the main job, the 
only job, in the game.” 

His best season saw him 
finish second in the jockeys’ 
championship and he also 
came agonisingly close to 
winning the Grand National 
in 1996 on Encore Un Peu 


when Rough Quest crossed 
him in a controversial finish. 

There were five Festival 
winners for ‘Bridgy’ 
Challenger Du Luc in the 1996 
Cathcart, the 1994 Grand 
Annual on Snitton Lane, the 
1991 County Hurdle or 
Winnie The Witch, what is 
now the JLT Specialty Chase 
in 1997 on Flyer’s Nap and the 
big one of course was the 1996 
Stayers’ Hurdle on Pipe’s 
Cyborgo. 

Bridgwater’s training career 
began in style when his first 
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bolsters 

)utation 



L runner, Rake Hey, won at 
Kempton in November 1998, 
l but the momentum never 
really continued and three 
» years ago he was down to a 
l team of just seven horses. 

; Thanks to the emergence of 
l stable stars The Giant Bolster 
; and Wyck Hill, though, his 
; yard in the Cotswolds is now 
; working at full capacity with 
» 39 boxes filled. 

; The Giant Bolster lived up 
to his handler’s expectations 
in the Gold Cup last year when 
: only passed by Synchronised 


after the final fence as a 50-1 
outsider. Bridgwater has had 
both horses since before they 
ran, and believes his patient 
approach is now paying 
dividends and if The Giant 
Bolster can go one better this 
season there will be another 
name to add to the illustrious 
list who have ridden and 
trained Festival winners. 

“I’ve had decent horses 
along the way, Runshan won 
five and Consonant won five 
on the Flat, but nothing like 
these two,” he said. 

“I finally feel like I’m 
getting noticed and it’s 
brilliant really. 

“I’ve had The Bolster since 
he was three. You can jump 
the queue if you want and pay 
big money to buy a good 
horse, which is the fashion 
these days. 

“But I’ve never had the big 
money. Bolster cost £17k 
which is the most expensive 
I’ve ever bought. 

“You’ve got to be patient, I 
see a lot of potential Gold Cup 
horses that are asked to do 
too much too soon and never 
fulfil their potential. 

“Last year’s Gold Cup, you 
could say, was fairly exciting! 
In front over the last with a 
50-1 shot, but in my eyes he 
was never a 50-1 shot. 

“People forgot that I’d 
ridden at the top and know 
what I’m talking about. 

“We got him back on track 
at Newbury last time and the 
only race he’s been trained for 
all season is the Gold Cup 
again.” 


by Keith Hamer 


EXACTLY 30 years have ticked by since 
a fresh-faced young Graham Bradley 
helped make jump racing history. 

The then-22-year-old not only won 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup on Bregawn, 
but led home what became known as 
the Michael Dickinson-trained‘famous 
five’. 

What happened at Prestbury Park 
course on Thursday, March 17, 1983 will 
be etched in National Hunt folklore as 
long as horses jump fences and there 
are people willing to train and ride 
them. 

Bradley remembers that early spring 
day as though it was yesterday.“It’s 30 
years - doesn’t time fly,’’ he said. 

“I remember walking the course and 
everything like I did. It was unbelievable 
and something you never forget. I was 
just 22. It was incredible. 

“We had five horses in the race and 
they were all fancied - Silver Buck, 
Captain John,Wayward Lad, Ashley 
House and my fella Bregawn. 

“I’d won the Hennessy on him and it 
was very exciting times. 

“I was only a young lad and I’d 
managed to keep the ride on Bregawn. 
I’d been second on him the year before. 
I’d won the Hennessy on him and he 
had a big chance.’’ 

Bradley was not the only one 
who thought so as Bregawn was 
sent off the market leader 
- but favourites had a poor 
record in the Gold Cup at 
that time.The last one to be 
successful was no less than 
the mighty Arkle back in 
1966. 

The pressure on Bradley 
was immense, but being young 
and not lacking in confidence, he 
took it all in his stride. He grabbed 
the bull by the horns and decided to 
run the race his way. 

“I wasn’t supposed to jump off and 
make all.That wasn’t one of the plans. I 
got given four or five sets of instruc¬ 
tions, but not to make all,’’ he said. 

“I knew they weren’t going quickly 
enough. I had to do something different 
from his last run at Wincanton when 
Combs Ditch had beaten me. He’d 
done me for toe as we hadn’t gone 
quickly enough on a sharp track. I 
wasn’t going to let that happen again. 


Magical day young 
Bradley defied the 
odds to strike gold 



Graham Bradley savouring victory with Bregawn as a 
22-year-old and, inset, in more recent times 


“Ashley House was 
supposed to make the 
running and go a good 
gallop, but he was probably 
just a little bit too slow for 
the job. 

“I wasn’t going to win the Gold 
Cup if I didn’t go on a bit so I decided to 
kick on and that was it. 

“I didn’t see another horse until 
coming to the last. 

“Wayward Lad was there but he 
never did quite get up the hill at 
Cheltenham, especially that day after I’d 
gone such a breakneck gallop. 

“Bregawn won it out of stamina 
more than anything - and guts. 

“He was a really good horse to beat 
all those good horses off level weights.’’ 


That was Bradley’s finest hour at the 
Mecca of jump racing where he rode a 
total of nine Festival winners, including 
the Champion Hurdle on Collier Bay 13 
years later. 

He retired from race-riding in 1999 
after a highly-successful, though 
controversial, period in the saddle. 

He has since carved himself a 
satisfying career as a bloodstock agent, 
despite being warned off for a spell. 

He bounced back from that in typical 
Bradley fashion and now has his sights 
on being a trainer. 

One day the rollercoaster story of 
Bradley may see him emulate his 
exploits as a rider by having a runner, 
and possibly a winner, from his own yard 
at the Festival.Who knows? 
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Card on Cue for Ryanair 

Cue Card will not take 
on Sprinter Sacre in the 
Sportingbet Queen Mother 
Champion Chase on 
Wednesday. 

The 2010 Champion Bumper 
winner will instead run in the 
Ryanair Chase a day later, as 
long as Sprinter Sacre is able 
to take his chance in the two- 
mile showpiece. 

Cue Card was beaten seven 
lengths by Nicky Henderson’s 
ace in the Arkle Trophy last 
year and connections want to 
avoid him this time. 

They feel Cue Card’s best 
chance of success is in the 
Ryanair Chase over the longer 
distance of two miles and five 
furlongs. 

“He will run in the Ryanair, 
but he will be left in the 
Champion Chase,” said 
trainer Colin Tizzard. 

“If the favourite (Sprinter 
Sacre) runs in the Champion 
Chase, we will go for the 
Ryanair.” 

World bid for Monksland 

Monksland will head Noel 
Meade’s team for Cheltenham 
when he lines up for the 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle. 

The County Meath handler 
reports the preparation for 
the stayers’ championship to 
have gone well since the six- 
year-old won the Christmas 
Hurdle at Leopardstown at 
Christmas. 

“It’s all gone to plan so far,” 
said Meade. 

“We’ll have to cope with 
whatever the ground is. 

“I’m more worried about 
getting there than the 
ground.” 

Meade will have at least three 
other runners. He added: “I’m 
going to run Road To Riches 
in the Albert Bartlett, Busty 
Brown probably in 
H the same race, and 
II Fenomeno in the 
County Hurdle.” 


The family 
Supreme 



FOR those lucky enough to be 
involved in National Hunt 
racing, the dream is to have a 
winner at the Cheltenham 
Festival. 

If not a winner, then just to be 
involved is a great thrill and to 
experience that with a group of 
friends must be far more 
enjoyable than doing it on your 
own. 

Steve Massey is a man who 
had the vision of bringing all 
this together, buying horses for 
a fraction of some of the sums 
you hear mentioned, selling the 
dream to the average man and 
heading to Cheltenham with 
Ireland’s champion trainer 
Willie Mullins. 

With the help of his pal 
Jim Balfry, a long-term 
friend of Mullins, the 
Supreme Horse Racing 
Club was set up in 
the summer of 2011 
and its runner, 

Supreme Carolina, 
won a Listowel 
bumper that \ 

September. 

Success quickly fol¬ 
lowed success and only 
one of its horses has yet 
to win a race. 

“I never had any doubt it 
would be a success because of 
Willie Mullins,” said Massey, 
born and bred in Rotherham. 

“We leased a horse with 
Willie initially and I had the 
idea of the racing club. Willie 
had always wanted to do 
something along these lines, but 
simply didn’t have the time. 

“I met Jim Balfry when I was 
working in Ireland and Jim and 




by Nick Robson 

Willie had known each other for 
years. We now have 69 UK 
members and 190 in Ireland. We 
try to get 20 members for each 
horse, but some only have eight. 
One member has 50 per cent of 
one horse, while some only have 
two per cent. 

“We’ve got 24 horses fully 
syndicated out. We realise it is 
an expensive game and it just 
helps people stay involved. We 
have postmen, accountants, 
dentists, people from all walks 
of life. 

“Some have been owners 
on their own in the past, 
but this way they still get 
the excitement, but it 
doesn’t cost as much. 

“We’ve only been 
going 18 months. We 
still don’t know our 
(price) limit, we 
told Willie to nev- 
A \ er spend more 
j than £25,000, but 
he bought us one 
that cost £35,000! 
She’s an unraced 
mare, but looks 
quality already.” 

The horse that was the first to 
fulfil the Cheltenham dream 
was Pique Sous and he went 
ever so close in the 
Champion Bumper last March, 
finishing third to stablemate 
Champagne Fever. 

He is now due to return to the 
Festival for the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle, and tuned up 
for his date with a spin on the 
all-weather at Dundalk. Massey 



said: “We knew he was 
good when he finished 
third at Fairyhouse on 
his debut. 

“It was a massive 
buzz to have Ruby 
(Walsh) on him, 
the whole thing 
was just a dream 
and even 

though he 

finished 
third we 

were de¬ 
lighted. 

“ H e 
looked 
like he 
was going 
to win, he 
couldn’t get 
past Champagne 

Fever, but that was 
obviously a great result 
for the yard. 

“It doesn’t bother us 
heading there without a 
recent run over hurdles 
Willie is a master of his 
trade, you only need to see 
what he does with Quevega 
every year. 

“His win at Dundalk was 
perfect as he settled well 
because he can be keen as he 
just wants to please you. 

“We know he can handle 
Cheltenham and we just hope 
the ground is good. 

“It’s so competitive that if 
he finished in the first six 
we’d be delighted, anything 
better is a bonus. The scarves 
and badges have all been or¬ 
dered. Everything is going great, 
we’re all one big family and it’s a 
great way for folk to meet.” 


COLMAN SWEENEY is 
hoping to write another 
chapter in his remarkable 
life story as pride and joy 
Salsify prepares to defend his 
crown in the CGA Foxhunter 
Chase. 

One of Ireland’s leading 
amateur riders and winner 
of the Foxhunter Chase 
aboard the Paul Nicholls- 
trained Sleeping Night in 
2005, Sweeney’s riding career 
appeared to have come to an 
end in the spring of 2010. 

Partnering Turtle Gale in 
a Tipperary hunter chase, 
Sweeney suffered a horror- 
fall at the third last fence, 
with his mount kicking him 
in the head and leaving him 
unconscious on the turf. 
While a brain scan that 


Meet the comeback kid 


night showed he had escaped 
serious injury, a couple of 
failed concussion tests meant 
the young rider had all but 
given up on race riding and 
his weight soon ballooned. 

A year on from his 
Tipperary nightmare and a 
six-year-old named Salsify, 
trained by his father Rodger 
and owned by his mother, 
Joan, burst on to the hunter 
chase scene with notable 
victories at the spring 
festivals at Fairyhouse and 
Punchestown. 

Sweeney said: “Salsify was 
the sole reason I came back. 
My father told me I couldn’t 


let my last ride be a fall and 
I had a lot of support from 
my wife and my mother, 
everyone really.” 

Sweeney had his first ride 
back on Salisfy’s seasonal 
bow in a Dromahane point- 
to-point on New Year’s Eve. 

The pair were beaten a neck 
by Footy Facts and Salsify was 
pulled up in a hunter chase at 
Thurles next time. Sweeney 
said: “He disappointed at 
Thurles, but he still had a lot 
of condition on him then.” 

But success at Leopardstown 
in February booked his ticket 
on the boat to Cheltenham. 

On the big day, Sweeney rode 


a super-cool race, coming 
from last to first, staying on 
up the famous hill to beat 
Chapoturgeon by a length. 

There was an outpouring of 
emotion as the jockey yelled 
Salsify’s name on returning 
to the winner’s enclosure 
and he admits even a year on 
he can scarcely believe the 
dream came true. 

“I can’t describe it. It 
was probably the happiest 
moment of my life,” he said. 

Salsify is set to return to 
Prestbury Park as favourite 
in his bid to become the 
seventh dual winner of the 
Foxhunter Chase. 
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Europe’s world class! 


HENRY DE BROMHEAD 
acknowledges he would not 
be where he is today if it 
were not for his “horse of a 
lifetime”, Sizing Europe. 

The County Waterford 
handler has been one of the 
rising stars of the National 
Hunt training ranks in 
Ireland for the last decade, 
taking over a string barely 
in double figures from his 
father Harry in 1999. 

Having enjoyed a good 
grounding working for the 
likes of Robert Alner and Sir 
Mark Prescott in England, 
as well as his father back 
home, De Bromhead is now 
firmly established as one of 
the most capable and 
shrewd operators in the 
sport. 

He also enjoyed two spells 
working for the all-conquer¬ 
ing Coolmore operation, 
selling stallion nominations 
in various corners of the 
globe. 

“My father always trained 
around a dozen to 15 
horses. I grew up with it 
all around me,” 
said the trainer. 

“I worked at 
some great 
places with 
some 
great 


De Bromhead hails his star turn 


by Ashley Iveson 

people and learned a lot. I 
was sent to Australia and 
America when I was with 
Coolmore and that was a 
great experience. People 
were very good to me. 

“It was a phenomenal job, 
but I just had this thing in 
me that I wanted to train 
horses. I couldn’t shake it 
out of me.” 

While his father may have 
been a relatively small-time 
trainer, De Bromhead was 
able to get a taste of success 
on the biggest stage of all as 
Harry saddled Fissure Seal 
to win the American Express 
Gold Card Final at the 1993 
Cheltenham Festival. 

“I was 21 when Fissure 
Seal won at Cheltenham. I 
was over there to see it 
and it was a 


really amazing day,” said De 
Bromhead. 

Six years later and Henry 
was handed the reins. 

He did enjoy some early 
success as a trainer, al¬ 
though De Bromhead ad¬ 
mits his yard was taken to 
another level when he met 
Alan and Ann Potts, owners 
of Sizing Europe and now 
his main patrons. 

“I took over from my 
father in 1999 
and was 


very lucky, as there were al¬ 
ready a few nice horses in 
the place, horses like Feel¬ 
ing Grand and River 
Clodagh,” De Bromhead 
recalled. 

“After the early days 
things went a bit quiet for a 
while and then it started to 
pick up again after Mr and 
Mrs Potts came into the 
yard. 

“I first met Alan when 
he was looking to buy 
a point-to-pointer we 
had. He didn’t buy 
the horse in 
the 




end, but we just seemed to 
hit it off. We had Europe as 
a two-year-old, Alan and 
Ann bought him as a three- 
year-old and things just 
went from there.” 

De Bromhead knew from 
an early stage Sizing Europe 
had a level of talent he had 
not seen in any of his previ¬ 
ous horses. “From the first 
day I galloped him in a 
schooling race, I knew at 
that stage he 
k was the best 
I’d ever 
had,” said 


A 


trainer. 

“What level 
that would take 

him to I had no idea 
as I’d never had an¬ 
other horse any¬ 
where near where 
he was.” 

Sizing Europe 
ran well in his 
first two bum¬ 
pers and won at 
the third attempt, 
before develop¬ 
ing into a smart 
novice hurdler, 
becoming De 
Bromhead’s first 
winner in Britain 
when making a 
/ winning start to 
his career over ob¬ 
stacles at Newbury 
in November 2006. 
The following season 


Sizing's big-race wins 

2012 

Paddy Power Dial-A-Bet Chase 
Boylesports.com Champion Chase 

201 I 

Tingle Creek Chase 

Queen Mother Champion Chase 

2010 

Arkle Trophy 

2009 

Bord Na Mona With Nature 
Novice Chase 

2008 

Europe Champion Hurdle 

the gelding took his game to 
another level, winning Chel¬ 
tenham’s Greatwood Hurdle 
and beating Hardy Eustace 
in devastating fashion in the 
Irish Champion Hurdle to 
book his first trip to Chel¬ 
tenham. 

Sent off a hot favourite for 
the Champion Hurdle, 
Sizing Europe appeared to 
be cantering all over his ri¬ 
vals jumping the second- 
last, but stopped very quick¬ 
ly afterwards and was 
virtually pulled up. 

It later transpired Sizing 
Europe had damaged his 
sacroiliac - the joint where 
the spine meets the pelvis. 

A year later and the Festi¬ 
val dream went up in smoke 
once more. This time Sizing 
Europe made the trip to 
Prestbury Park, but never 
ran after suffering from 
‘transit fever’, a form of 
travel sickness. 

Sizing went on to win the 
Arkle in 2010, followed up 
in the Queen Mother Cham¬ 
pion Chase a year later and 
was perhaps unlucky not to 
successful defend his Chel¬ 
tenham crown 12 months 
ago. 

“He’s just been a brilliant 
horse, there’s not much else 
you can say,” said the 
trainer. “He is the horse of a 
lifetime.” 


Enda Bolger’s Cross- 
Country winners: Spot 
Thedifference, Garde 
Champetre and Heads 
Onthe Ground 



It’s getting harder, admits Bolger 


ENDA BOLGER believes the 
increasing quality of the cross¬ 
country sphere is making the 
Glenfarclas Chase more difficult 
to win year on year. 

Bolger has dominated cross¬ 
country and ‘banks’ races for 
the best part of two decades, 
first shooting to prominence 
with Risk Of Thunder, who 
won Punchestown’s La 
^ Touche Cup seven times. 
In 2005, the 

i Cheltenham 

I l \ Festival was 
increased to 
four days and so came 
the introduction of the 
cross-country series, with 
races held in November, 
December and at the 


Festival at Prestbury Park. The first 
horse to really capture the public’s 
imagination was the incredible 
Bolger-trained Spot Thedifference, 
who won around Cheltenham’s 
cross-country circuit on seven 
occasions between 2004 and his 
retirement in 2007. 

He won the inaugural Festival 
contest as a 12-year-old in 2005 
and Bolger has saddled three of 
the subsequent seven scorers, 
with Heads Onthe Ground striking 
gold in 2007 and another course 
favourite, Garde Champetre, 
winning back-to-back runnings in 
2008 and 2009. 

The trainer has been out of luck 
for the last three years and believes 
it is down to the fact other trainers 
are starting to run better horses. 


Bolger said: “I’m on the cold list for 
the race at the moment, so we’ll do 
our best to change that this year! 

“It’s never easy, but I do think it’s 
getting harder and harder every 
year. 

“We were lucky to have horses 
like Spot Thedifference and Garde 
Champetre and better horses are 
coming into the race all the time.” 

Bolger’s has nominated Arabella 
Boy as his main hope this year, a 
horse who has won twice around 
Punchestown’s cross-country 
circuit, but did not complete the 
course at Cheltenham in December. 

“We’ll have a few entries, but I’d 
say Arabella Boy is the one,” said 
the trainer. 

“My only worry is he might not 
like Cheltenham.” 





HAVING A BET ON THE CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL? 

NEW ACCOUNTS: BET £10 GET £10 FREE 

See www.StanJames.com for further details. Ts and Cs apply. Web, mobile and call centre only. Gamble responsibly, www.gambleaware.co.uk ▼ 
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HAVING given up the 
jumping game a little under 
a year ago, Grand National¬ 
winning rider turned top 
Flat jockey Graham Lee is 
relishing the prospect of an 
unlikely return to the 
Festival weighing room. 

One of Britain’s big-name 
National Hunt riders for the 
last decade, Galway-born 
Lee was thrust into the 
spotlight when winning the 
2004 National aboard 
Ginger McCain’s Amberleigh 
House. 

A year later he was the 
leading jockey at the 
Cheltenham Festival, with 
Inglis Drever’s first of three 
World Hurdle wins the high¬ 
light of Lee’s hat-trick for 
the week. 

Despite the success, in 
2006 Lee split with trainer 
Howard Johnson and 
became stable jockey to 
Ferdy Murphy, a partner¬ 
ship which bared plenty of 
fruit, including at the 
Festival with L’Antartique 
in 2007 and most recently 
Divers in 2011. 

“I was very lucky to have 
some good days at 
Cheltenham and 2005 was a 
particularly special year,” 
said Lee. 

“To be top jockey at the 
meeting was a massive thing 
for me and as well as the 
wins on Arcalis, No Refuge 
and Drever, I had a good 
few seconds and thirds that 
year, including finishing 


Fancy a bet on the Cheltenham Festival? 


MAKE SURE YOU BET WITH 

STANJAMES.COM 


LAST YEAR WE WERE 

TOP PRICE 

ON MORE HORSES 

AT THE CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 

THAN ANY OTHER BOOKMAKER 


StanJames.com 

who ore you with? 


Internet, Telephone & Mobile only. General terms & conditions apply. See www.StanJames.com for further details. Gamble responsibly, www.gambleaware.co.uk (l§) 



Lee delight at 
Festival retur 


by Ashley Iveson 


third on Akilak in the 

Triumph Hurdle.” 

However, February 15, 

2012, was a date that would 
change Lee’s career- 
path forever. 

A heavy fall _ 
from Murphy’s f ( 

Rich Lord at 
Southwell led 
to Lee suffer¬ 
ing the latest 
in a long-line 
of serious in¬ 
juries, this 
time a 

dislocated hip 
that would rule 
him out of the 
Festival for the 
second time in four 
years. 

Lee saw the scales 
drop to below 9st during his 
recovery and in April last 
year came the shock 
decision he was switching 



codes. When he did have his 
first ride as a fully-fledged 
Flat jockey, finishing down 
the field on 20-1 shot Hot 
Rod Mamma at Thirsk on 
April 21, few could have 
predicted what the 
. following months 
^ would bring. 

The first 

winner came just 
a couple weeks 
\ later aboard 

Jim Goldie’s 
Northern Fling 
at Musselburgh 
and Lee went 
on to finish 
eighth in the 
jockeys’ title race 
with 87 winners. 
“Last year was 
unreal. I could 
never have dreamed 
it would go so well and 
now I’m going to work my 
hardest to make sure this 
year is equally as good,” said 
Lee. “I don’t set targets. 


Lee’s Festival winners 

Arcalis 

2005 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle 

No Refuge 

2005 Royal & SunAlliance 
Novices’ Hurdle 

Inglis Drever 

2005 Ladbrokes World Hurdle 

L’Antartique 

2007Jewson Novices’ Chase 

Divers 

2011 Centenary Novices’ Chase 

When you set targets you 
get disappointed. 

“I just want to work as 
hard as I can, and ride as 
many winners as I can, and 
see where that takes us.” 

All in all, there is little 
doubt Lee’s career change 
has been a huge success. 

The 37-year-old is riding 
as well as he ever has and 
the risk of injury is clearly 
reduced. 

The obvious downside to 
the move is missing out on 


the flagship meet¬ 
ings at Cheltenham 
and Aintree, but 
in an unlikely 
twist, Lee is set 
to be reunited 
with old friends 
and colleagues 
at Prestbury 
Park having 
picked up a 
ride aboard 
Goldie’s 
Champion 
Bumper 
contender 
Caledonia. 

“I’m look¬ 
ing forward 
to going back and 
seeing all the lads 
again,” said Lee. 

“If I wasn’t going 
there for a ride, I 
would definitely be 
going down to 
Cheltenham for the 
day out for at least 
one day.” 
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Jewellery repairs while you wait 

NOW OPEN 


New Branchg^^gasg in Shirley, 
Southampton, SO 15 3JG 
07429 111 609 - 07833 216 588 




9ct £11.40 per gram 
14ct £17.73 per gram 
18ct £22.80 per gram 
22ct £27.86 per gram 


m\ 


Silver 
Full Sovereign 
Half Sovereign 
Kuggerands 


£15.70 per ounce 
£ 222.00 
£ 111.00 
£944.00 



Opening Times: 10am - 3pm, Monday to Saturday 
Best Price In Hampshire & Dorset GUARANTEED 


Why pay a fortune 
for a new kitchen 
in the sales? 


Just change your doors 
and worktops! 


And Save ££££’s!! 

■ Get a quality, bespoke kitchen at 
a fraction of the price! 

■ Tiles, flooring, appliances, sinks, 
and full kitchen redesigns too 

■ Installed quickly and cleanly by 
our very own local, expert 
craftsmen and registered fitters 

■ Only 50% deposit - pay the rest 
when fully satisfied 


Most kitchens fitted in only 2 days! 



BEFORE! 


For your FREE design consultation 

and estimate call Sean or Katie now on % % 

02381 280123 W 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

or visit our showroom at I \ |> 1/ V \ 1 I W W \1 * V 

8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, lAJvIXIlJ 

Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh S053 3GA 

Mon-Fri 9.30am-5pm, Sat 9.30am-2pm NFW LIFE FO* OLD KITCHENS 


DREAM DOORS 


direct line 

for business 


Underwritten by U K Insurance Limited 


Unbeatable 

Landlord 

Insurance. 


We guarantee to beat the 
price of any other insurer 
Plus right now get a free 
online property listing worth 
£99 when you protect one 
or more properties. 



THE UK'S LARGEST ONLINE LETTING AGENT 



Call 0845 3015051 

For full terms visit 

directlineforbusiness.co.uk/upad 

New customers only. Cover on an equivalent basis to ours. Excludes Nl. 
Qualifying criteria apply. Offer ends 08,03.13 

—Jgfa-tfa cftsecLfi/te. _ 


LATE 

AVAILABILITY 
COACH HOLIDAYS 


01 Apr: Harrogate & Herriot 5 day.£349 

07 Apr: Disneyland Resort Paris 4 day.£284 

07 Apr: Arran, Bute & Argyll 6 day.£399 

08 Apr: Isle of Wight - Sandown - 5 day.£319 

10 Apr: Dutch River Cruise 9 day.£849 

12 Apr: Bulbfields & Amsterdam 4 day.£296 

13 Apr: Killarney & Ring of Kerry 7 day.£539 

14 Apr: Ludlow & The Shropshire Hills 5 day.£359 

15 Apr: Jersey 5 day.£297 

15 Apr: The Cornish Delight 5 day.£269 

15 Apr: Bulbfields, Ghent & Ostend 5 day.£299 

15 Apr: Torquay at Leisure 5 day.£189 

15 Apr: Folkestone & Canterbury 5 day.£149 

22 Apr: Warners Nidd Hall 5 day.£399 

22 Apr: Peaks & Plains 5 day.£299 

26 Apr: Bulbfields & Amsterdam 4 day.£298 

26 Apr: Paris City Break 4 day.£259 

27 Apr: St Ives 8 day.£389 

29 Apr: Rhyl, Snowdonia & Chester 5 day.£219 

29 Apr: Llandudno & Snowdonia 5 day.£329 

29 Apr: Bulbfields, Ghent & Ostend 5 day.£304 

29 Apr: A Cornish Gem ( Looe) 5 day.£349 

03 May : Spalding Flower Festival 4 day.£249 

03 May : Bulbfields & Amsterdam 4 day.£296 

04 May : Tuscan Riviera & Florence 10 day.£669 

05 May : National Trust Trail of Yorkshire 5 day.£359 

05 May: Beamish & Catherine Cookson 5 day.£309 

05 May : Derbyshire & The Peak District 6 day.£319 

06 May : In The Heart of Snowdonia 5 day.£339 

06 May : North Devon - Bideford 5 day.£277 

06 May : The Costa Brava - Roses 9 day.£499 

06 May : Weymouth at Leisure 5 day.£199 

09 May : Malvern Spring Flower Show 3 day.£207 

11 May: Jersey by Air 8 day.£480 

12 May: Manors, Markets and More 5 day.£315 

12 May; Chester and The Llangollen Canal 5 day.£345 

Contact us now for full details 


Oaktree House 
Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


ADGcLA 


Disabled 
Friends Club 

Offering Help, Advice 
and Information on a 
Wide Range of 
Subjects or Just a 
Chat All Disabled 
People Their Carers 
and Family Are 
Welcome 

First Meeting to be 
Held At 

St Georges Centre 
Tristan Close Calshot 
on Thursday the 
14/03/2013 at 7 PM 
Free Parking 
Tea or Coffee 
Tel: 02380970979 

www.calshotdisabilityservices.eu 

* o 


:alshot 

USABILITY 

SERVICES 


Registered Charity No 1147254 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS!!! 

Top of the range ‘Remote Controlled’ insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door, superb product maintenance free. 
Totally secure and fully guaranteed. RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 

INC VAT & FITTED FREE!! 

TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 

TEL: 01903 207113 REF RPS 

Contact our office for ‘FREE FITTING OFFER’ 
www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 

Looking for news 
from your area? 

dailyecho.co.uk/ 

Southampton Daily Echo 


OVER 50s HOME INSURANCE 


Paying more than 

£ 165 ? 


Half of new RIAS 
customers paid less!* 

Over 50? Call RIAS to check your buildings and 
contents insurance premiums now! 

If you’re paying more than £165* per year, RIAS 
could insure you for less - that’s because we 
specialise in providing insurance to people over 50. 


Call our UK-based advisors for a quote now! 

• £1,000,000 buildings cover and £50,000 contents 
cover as standard. 

• RIAS Home Insurance has been awarded a 5 Star 
Rating by Defaqto for its comprehensive level of 
cover. 



^wvendedp^ [ defaqtO ] 

Which? 

^anceDece^ 


HOME INSURANCE 


*50.7% of new RIAS customers 
who took out a combined buildings 
and contents policy between 
^01.07.12 and 30.09.12 paid less 
than £165. 


RING RIAS FREE i quoting retfBEP 

0800 183 1017 

Lines are open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri 
& 8.30am-4pm Sat www.rias.co.uk 


arias 

Where insurance 
gets better with age 


RIAS is a trading name of Ageas 50 Limited. Ageas 50 Limited registered 
office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 7DU. 
Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and Wales. Authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance provided by Ageas 50 
Limited is not available in the Channel Islands. 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

ftrihfrh* 
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British & Continental 


COACH, AIR & 
CRUISE HOLIDAYS 


Short Breaks and Extended Tours 


• European River Cruises 

• Ocean Cruises 

• Channel Islands 

• And a wide range of British 
and European Tours 

For more information visit: 

www.angelaholidays.co.uk / 


Telephone: 023 8040 4536 
Your FIRST CHOICE from the SOUTH 


Don't change your kitchen 
or bedroom.... 


• * ' 




Re-Nu can 
transform your 
existing kitchen with 
made-to-measure 
replacement doors, 
drawers and worktops at a 
fraction of the cost of having your 
old kitchen taken apart and replaced. 

We can also supply fitted bedrooms using 
our new sliding door system fitted to 
your requirements. 


A New Kitchen for the 
New Year 


Checltitrade.com 


'M 


f) (023) 8044 3977/ 

Re-Nu www.re-nukitchens.co.uk ^ 

* 



Jrl Planet Carpet 

/FLOORING SPECIALIST 


Carpets & Flooring Supplied & Professionally Installed 


Ji Planet Carpet 



Domestic & Commercial | FREE measuring & quotation 
service | All of our installations are guaranteed 
Huge range of stock carpets & vinyls | Plenty of rugs for 
you to choose from | Professional FREE advice 
Reliable, trustworthy business | Would like to work with 
you and your project 

Tiviirr 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON ANY PRICE 

Contact our team on 023 80442000 

Work Mobile 07725 900372 
Email Address: info@planetcarpet.co.uk 


ULTIMATE HANDS-ON 

RnLCCNm 

EXPERIENCE DAYS 





RN UrOROC T TROLC C XRCRlCISlCC 
HR NO LINO Rhlo rLrlNO tMOLtb 
HRWK5 FRLCONS RND OWLS 

www.forestfalconry.com 


& Design 
Market •• . 




ai 7 £-a>«=:== = l 


Winchester 

Art & Design-led Craft Market 

10am -4pm 

Winchester High Street & Middlebrook Street 

17th March 

and the 3rd Sunday of Every Month 

The perfect place to purchase quality 

Art & Design-led Craft 

from the Artist and Makers 

Contact Jackie on 07515 797 878 or Paul 07971 646 483 
www.artdesignmarket.co.uk 


13 Winchester 

\$J w Icity Council 


Antique & Collectibles, Vintage & Retro Market- 
High Street 8t MiddleBrook Street 
7th April 2013 - 1st Sunday of every month. 



leUfh 


rf/ 



NOW OPEN in the Square, Wickham 

Stocking Hampshire’s biggest range of exquisite 
baby and childrenswear including brands such as 

Baby Graziella, Monnalisa, Sarah Louise, Pretty Originals, 
Ralph Lauren, Coccobirillo, Eva Castro, Annafie, 

Condor, Fofito and many, many more. 


a 

# 



f 


4 




Tel: 01329 835480 

Web: www.siennasbabyboutique.com 

Email: siennasbabyboutique@hotmail.co.uk 

Follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/siennasbabyboutique 
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Pearce double keeps QK at summit 



IN THE Drew Smith Junior divi¬ 
sions, top flight leaders QK Soton A 
gained a vital 2-1 win at Riverside as 
Ben Pearce struck the winner from 
the spot - the sixth game in a row in 
which he has scored. Ben 
Scarborough netted their other 
goal. 

Main rivals Veracity were held one 
each by Compton. 

Liam Osman hit a late winner for 
AFC Grains, with Ollie Adams their 
other scorer in a 2-1 defeat of Langley 
Manor. 

In Junior 2, Tom Fish of Compton 
Reserves scored three in their 5-2 
defeat of Hamble United who had 


their keeper dismissed in a game 
changing incident. 

London Airways were 4-1 winners 
at Inmar with James Clarenbone on a 
double. Dave Swan hit FC 
Wellington’s second-half winner at 
Questmap Reserves. 

In Junior 3, Bricklayers and 
Lyndhurst Reserves took the option 
of completing a double header and 
both took three points each. 
Lyndhurst won the first match 2-0 
while two Bradley Flukes strikes in 
the second encounter secured a 4-1 
win for the Brickies. Infinity 
Reserves came from 2-0 down to 
defeat Capital 3-2 with an own goal, 


Abbas Agoro and Liam Hindle 
responsible. 

In Junior 4, the top of the table 
clash saw previous leaders 
Chandler’s Ford regain pole position 
with a 3-0 win at recent leaders 
Priory Rovers with Nyasll O’Connor 
grabbing a brace and Steve Spacagna 
on target. 

Applewood Joinery were narrow 2- 
1 victors at Botley Village thanks to 
Craig Morey and Lee Jones. Glenn 
Rhodes helped secure New Forest a 6- 
4 win at Good Companions. SG Sports 
and Harefield Reserves drew one 
each. 

Athletico Romsey had a fine 3-0 win 


at Junior 5 leaders AFC Phoenix to 
continue their fine run of form - Dan 
Griffiths, Pete Southwick and Tom 
Munday shared the honours. SDFA 
Cup finalists New Forest Reserves 
inflicted a 5-0 defeat on Hamble 
United Reserves with both Dan Smith 
and Callum Channell on doubles. 

Bishops Waltham Dynamo hit 
Braishfield Res for six without reply 
in Junior 6. Darren Belton hit three, 
Joe Dudley two and Toby Roberts 
completed the tally. Fellow title hope¬ 
fuls Mitre and Burridfge Village did 
each other no favours as they shared 
four goals. AFC Station also fell 4-1 to 
AFC Stoneham. 



SOLENT SAINTS: Hampshire Junior A Cup finalists. 

LEAGUE’S CUP PULL HOUSE 


■ DREW SMITH LEAGUE 

A 2-0 WIN for Netley CS against top 
Portsmouth side Baffins Milton 
Rovers secured a fantastic feat for 
the Drew Smith League which now 
has a team in each of the county 
finals that its teams enter. 

Two Ricky Bull goals took Netley thor¬ 
ough to face Colden Common (2-0 win¬ 
ners over Brading Town) in the 
Hampshire Intermediate Cup final, 
writes ROD SUTHERLAND. 

They are joined in county cup final 
action by Solent Saints who defeated 
Horndean Hawks 2-0 courtesy of Mitch 
Hopkins and Tamlyn Goodrich. 

It could have been an all Drew Smith 
final but Harefield fell 4-1 to reinstated 
Vectis Nomads who will now face AFC 
Burton to see who faces Solent in the 
final at Tadley in May. 

Bishoips Waltham were already 


through to the B Cup final against 
Newport IoW A. 

The Hampshire Vets final is between 
Drew Smith sides Colden Common and 
Nursling. 

• SENIOR DIVISIONS: In the Drew 
Smith Premier Division, Comrades 
demolished White Star Wombles 8-1 to 
keep their title hopes alive. 

Mike Randall hit five goals with Sean 


Howlett hat-trick 

JUNIOR LEAGUE CUPS: Warsash 
Wasps progressed in the Junior 
Trophy with a superb 7-2 win 
against Wellow with Jamie Howlett 
hitting three, player-manager 
Andy Valente two. 

Adam Puckett and an own goal 
completed the tally. West Totton 
defeated Chamberlayne 2-0 cour¬ 
tesy of Gary Bagley’s double. 


Swift (2) and Jamie Wilson weighing 
in. 

BTC surprised Questmap 5-1 with Joe 
‘007’ Connery hitting a hat-trick and 
David Soloman grabbing a brace. Ash 
Hewer and Paul Burnett netted as 
Cadnam saw off Nursling 2-0. 

In Senior 1, the top clash saw Park 
Sports recover from a goal down to beat 
East Boldre 3-2 with Roman Williams 
scoring two and Josh Metcalf hit the 
other. 

Soton Energy were 7-1 winners at 
Michelmersh & Timsbury Reserves with 
Nick Kellaway and Rich Warner hitting 
a pair apiece. 

Strugglers Burridge AFC continued 
their improved form with a find 5-4 ver¬ 
dict over Comrades Reserves with Nick 
Turner and Simon Greaves netting 
twice. Durley Reserves defeated BTC 
Reserves 4-1 to ease their relegation 
fears with goals from Mike Cooper, 
George Slimm, Will Fitzsimmons and 
Andy Butler. 


Quality Matt 
finish(es)... 

VETERANS DIVISIONS: A 

Matt Hawes hat-trick and 
Dean Byrne put Sporting 
BTC A 4-0 up at BTC but 
they had to hold on as BTC 
replied twice in the second 
half in the A Division clash. 

In the C Division, Woolston 
won their vital encounter 3-0 
at Langley Tavern with goals 
from Micky Allen, Mark 
Burden and Jon Prout. Kev 
Inwood hit the only goal as 
Royal Mail re-staked their 
claim with a 1-0 win over 
Stoneham. Langley Manor 
were 8-1 winners at Sholing 
with Tony Flood opening the 
floodgates with four, Nick 
Alp also hit three. Redbridge 
and Priory finished two 
each. 

Scott Blake hit four as 
Wildern OB stunned BTC 
Over-40s 5-2 but leaders 
Locks Heath matched their 
result against Old 
Tauntonians including a pair 
from Craig Finch. 

In the Vets Supp 0-35 
Cup, Andy Green saw 
Baddesley Park to a 1 -0 win 
over Rising Sun Winchester. 
Ben Adams did likewise for 
GE Aviation B at Compton. 
Redlynch won 3-1 at Hedge 
End Rangers with Alan 
Shields, Adie Scott and Ian 
Bates responsible. 

Terry’s all gold 

VETERANS CUPS: 

Amazingly it is still possible 
that the ERA Vets League 
Cup final could mirror the 
SDFA Vets Cup after 
Nursling defeated closest 
rivals Colden Common 2-0 
with Terry Kouziou scoring 
both goals. 

They now meet Sporting 
BTC while Nursling’s SDFA 
final opponents, Woolston, 
face Langley Manor in the 
other semi. 

In the 0-40 Cup, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury hit 
Langley Manor 0-40 for six. 
Hassan Erdnic hit a hat-trick 
in the process with Steve 
Layden Webb, Craig 
Hutchins and Darren 
Hancock completing the 
business. 


RESULTS AND SCORERS IN MONDAY’S DJULY ECHO 
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Non-league Football 



WOOD CARVES OUT DOUBLE 



■ BFA HAYWARD SUNDAY LEAGUE 


SHOULDER of Mutton 
United move up to second 
place in the PREMIER 
LEAGUE after rattling in 
four without reply against 
Foresters Arms thanks to 
Joe Wood (2), Jamie 
Moores and Richie Sands. 

Parley Sports are four points 
behind DIVISION ONE leaders 
New Star United with two 
games in hand after their 4-0 
victory over Bournemouth 
Athletic with goals from Toby 
Holmes, Dan Haynes (pen), 
River Smith and Matt 
Newbery. 

Vienna Windows are hot on 
their heels after Stuart 
Marshall, Nick Lewis and 
Amman Lovell gave them the 
upper hand 3-1 against 
Bournemouth Electric, while 
Alex Blenheim’s strike was 
enough to settle the issue for 
Verwood SSC against Kavell. 

Redhill are five points clear 
at the top of DIVISION TWO 
after brushing Barton 
Wanderers aside 4-0 courtesy 
of Luke Ayrton’s hat-trick and 
a goal from James Vallory, and 
Specialist Lettings move up to 
second place after Jack Mills, 
Adam Vatcher, James Ellis, 
and Steve Daniell put paid to 
Fernside Sports 4-1. 

AFC Ringwood edge closer to 
the DIVISION THREE title 
after Sean Leadbetter scored 
both goals in their 2-1 win over 
Bournemouth Sports Mercury. 

AFC Stourvale replace AFC 
Burns Lettings in fourth posi¬ 
tion after upending them 3-1 
with goals from Ben Sullivan, 
Mark Watts and Ali Garard, 
while Brad Angel struck twice 
in Oakdale Con’s 4-1 tanning of 
Fairmile with Adam Makin 
and Clay Pawlowski adding 
one each. 

Ako Solar netted for Tavla 
Spor who hold on to second 
place in DIVISION FOUR 
despite being held to a 1-1 draw 
by Funky Peach whose goal 
came from Ryan Ross. 

Royal Mail Bournemouth are 


level on points with Tavla after 
Charlie Green scored both 
goals to subdue Ace 2-0 and 
Magpies were also 2-0 winners 
when James Carter and 
Charlie Lewis accounted for 
Fordingbridge Turks. 

DIVISION FIVE leaders 
Tuakana netted through Matt 
Nabney and a Leighton 
Speechley-Price hat-trick but 
Victoria Park Royals toppled 
them 6-4 with goals from Mike 
Kitson (2), Matt Cowdrill (2), 
Lewis Barr and Leon Goldney- 
Sidney. 

Wimborne Magpyes go back 
on top after Matt Lemar (2) and 
Ben Sutton ensured a 3-0 victo¬ 
ry over Boscombe Celtic while 
JS West Moors thrust them¬ 
selves into the mix when Scott 
Davidson and Mark Pimperton 
ambushed promotion con¬ 
tenders Living Home Tech 2-1. 

Dale Walters and Dan Wills 
netted for A & T Athletic but 
Carling Sports just got the bet¬ 
ter of them 3-2 thanks to a 
Steve Rogers hat-trick. 


Geoff White netted for 
Bournemouth Borough but the 
DIVISION SIX pacesetters 
were sent tumbling 2-1 by 
Ensbury Park Rangers whose 
goals came from Carl Fleet and 
John Lane. 

Newtown Rovers are the new 
leaders after Luke Powell, 
Charlie Ruck, Ashley Fudge, 
Martin Frigot and Adam Janes 
gave Vienna Windows Res¬ 
erves a 5-1 spanking, and 
unbeaten Bournemouth Elec¬ 
tric Reserves are only a point 
behind with two games in hand 
after their 7-1 larruping of 
Shamrock with goals from Ben 
Hatch (2), Jolyan May (2), 
Jamie Beamish (2) and Lewis 
Miles. 

George Moraitis nabbed a 
hat-trick in White Heather 
Hornets’ 5-1 triumph over 
Grove Tavern with Chris 
Baldry and Johnny Hall 
adding one each. 

Kinson Con hold top spot in 
DIVISION SEVEN on goal dif¬ 
ference when Pete Valinski (2), 


Paul Doe (2), Trevor Fisher, 
Shane Varley and Karl Wicks 
battered Seabournes 7-3. 

Chris Winfield scored all 
three goals when nearest 
rivals Ferndown Forest upend¬ 
ed West Mullen 3-0 and 
Cranborne remain in con¬ 
tention after Dan Loader 
scored all three goals in their 3- 
1 win over AFC Bransgore. 

A & T Athletic Reserves hot 
shot Shane Barney hit ECP for 
six when the DIVISION EIGHT 
front-runners walloped them 
11-3 with Liam Holland (2), 
Roger Richardson, Dan Clem¬ 
ents and Aaron Stacey also on 
target. 

Kings Park Dynamos are two 
points behind with a game in 
hand after Joshus Reavenall- 
Nuete, Ali Young and Ryan 
Faulkner ensured a 3-1 success 
against Throop United. 

Meanwhile, at the other end 
of the table, Horse & Jockey 
chalked up their first win of 
the season when they sur¬ 
prised West Howe 3-1 with 
goals from Nathan Whitcombe, 
Dan Baker and Jamie Phillips. 


Manor sitting pretty 


UNBEATEN Bournemouth Manor opened up a nine- 
point lead at the top of the PREMIER DIVISION when 
John Bastable’s 75th-minute penalty clinched a 1-0 
win over newly promoted Mudeford Men’s Club. 

Bottom-placed Redlynch & Woodfalls United 
opened their points account in the PREMIER DIVI¬ 
SION when Ben Read (2), Simon Dickinson and 
Ryan Cox gave them the upper hand 4-2 against Old 
Oakmeadians. 

Portcastrian were also 4-2 winners when Tom 
Hughes (2), Ryan Bladen and Fernando Valdivelso 
accounted for Allendale. 

Luke Dawe tucked away a penalty for Hamworthy 
Rec but their five-game winning run came to an end 
when Bournemouth Electric upended them 3-1 with 
goals from Luke McCoy, Bradley Aspin and Chris 
Keehan. 

Mike La Ronde bagged a hat-trick and Joe Jeans 
added a couple more for Parley Sports but they had 
to settle for a point in a high scoring 5-5 draw with 
Bournemouth Poppies whose goals came via a Ellis 
George hat-trick and a Craig Leverton double. 

Richmond Park Con are six points clear at the top 


■ HAYWARD SATURDAY LGE 

of DIVISION ONE after Mike Thompson (2), Mark 
Pudney (2), Matt Biddle, Mike Johnston and Mike 
Barber ensured a 7-0 triumph over a depleted 
Oueens Park Athletic side. 

Harrington United were 4-0 winners against tailen- 
ders Bournemouth Electric Reserves through Ben 
Mowlam, Rimmel Williams, Adie Snell and Scott 
Hole, while Alderholt maintained their unbeaten 
record when Tom Cranmer, Jason Thorne and 
Nathan Welch ensured a 3-1 success against Holt 
United. 

Westover Bournemouth Reserves move off the 
bottom of DIVISION TWO after Ed Ewens (2) and Ali 
Paton clinched a 3-1 victory over third-placed 
Mploy. 

Joe Liddicoat nabbed a hat-trick when Galleon 
blitzed St Mary’s 6-1 with David Ball, Sam Nash and 
Craig White also on target, while New Milton Linnets 
gave Fordingbridge a 6-2 drubbing with goals from 
Will Ireland (2), Darren Fowles (2), Billy Hancock and 
Joel Fields. 


DIVISION THREE pacesetters AFC Pennington 
returned to winning ways with a 5-2 success against 
AFC Burton courtesy of Stuart Sims, an own goal 
and a Danny Veal hat-trick. 

David Windsor (2) and Ashley Gritt netted for 
Bisterne Blue Sox but the DIVISION FOUR front-run¬ 
ners were surprisingly held to a 3-3 draw by relega¬ 
tion threatened Magpies whose goals came from 
Mark Parkinson (2) and Lee Owen. 

Nearest rivals New Milton Eagles are three points 
behind with a game in hand after Robbie Haines 
steered them to a 1 -0 win over Fifa Standards. 

A & T Athletic are four points clear at the top of 
DIVISION FIVE after subduing Bransgore United 5-1 
through Liam Holland, Jamie Tuvey and a Crispin 
Rigler hat-trick. 

Ringwood Athletic continue to lead DIVISION SIX 
on goal difference after their 5-1 triumph over Boldre 
Royals with goals from Elliot Tindall (2), John 
Langley, Billy Langley and Dan Taylor. 

Ben Collie plundered four and Bo Salbol bagged a 
hat-trick when second-placed AFC Burton Reserves 
poleaxed Fordingbridge Turks Reserves 7-2. 


■ ADVANCE FOOTBALL FIXTURES 


Monday, March 11 
npower FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Burnley v Hull. 

BARCLAYS U21 PREMIER LEAGUE 
Elite Group Stage: Arsenal U21 v 
Southampton U21 (7pm). 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
Premier: Gateshead v Newport County. 
South: Chelmsford v AFC Hornchurch. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Hitchin v Bedworth. 
Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve 
v Taunton, Mangotsfield v Bridgwater. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bemerton HH v New 
Milton. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Salisbury City v 
Christchurch. 

Tuesday, March 12 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
First Knockout Round second leg: 

Barcelona v AC Milan, Schalke 04 v 
Galatasaray. 

npower FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Barnsley v Brighton, 

Cardiff v Leicester, Leeds v Peterborough. 
League 1: Brentford v Swindon, Bury v 
Scunthorpe, Coventry v Colchester, Crewe 
v Sheff Utd, Doncaster v Carlisle, Leyton 
Orient v Portsmouth, Milton Keynes Dons v 
Shrewsbury, Notts County v Preston, 
Oldham v Hartlepool, Stevenage v 
Bournemouth, Walsall v Tranmere, Yeovil v 
Crawley Town. 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Fleetwood 
T, Aldershot v Burton Albion, Bristol Rovers 
v Port Vale, Dag & Red v Torquay, Exeter v 
Gillingham, Morecambe v Northampton, 
Oxford Utd v Barnet, Plymouth v Bradford, 
Southend v AFC Wimbledon, Wycombe v 
Rotherham, York v Rochdale. 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
Premier: Alfreton Town v Ebbsfleet United, 
Barrow v Stockport County, Dartford v 
Braintree Town, Lincoln City v Wrexham, 
Luton v Hyde, Macclesfield v Woking, 
Mansfield v Grimsby, Southport v Forest 
Green. 

South: Basingstoke v Maidenhead, 
Dorchester v Farnborough, Eastleigh v 
Boreham Wood, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Billericay, Sutton v Truro, Welling v 
Tonbridge Angels. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton v Frame, 
Barwell v Bashley, Cambridge City v 
Chippenham, Chesham v Arlesey, 
Leamington v Redditch. 

Division One South & West: Abingdon Utd 
v Yate, Cinderford v Merthyr Town, 
Cirencester v Wimborne, Poole Town v 
Sholing, Tiverton v North Leigh (7.30). 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Christchurch v Newport 
loW, Fareham v Lymington Town, GE 
Hamble v Blackfield & Langley, Hayling Utd 
v Hamworthy Utd, Horndean v Alton, 
Moneyfields v Alresford. 

Division One: Hythe & Dibden v East 
Cowes Vies, Stockbridge v Fleet Spurs, US 
Portsmouth v Ringwood. 

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP 
Semi-final: Cricklade v Downton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

PEHPL Senior Cup, semi-final: Locks 
Heath v AFC Stoneham (at Test Park, 7.45). 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One West: New Milton v Hythe & 
Dibden. 

Wednesday, March 13 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
First Knockout Round second leg: 

Bayern Munich v Arsenal, Malaga v FC 
Porto. 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
Premier: AFC Telford v Gateshead. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Kettering v St Albans. 
Division One South & West: Swindon 
Supermarine v Didcot, Taunton v 
Shortwood. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Fawley AFC v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Romsey v 
Bemerton HH, Totton & Eling v AFC 
Portchester. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

Senior Division: AFC Aldermaston v 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Shield, second round: 

Wimborne Town v Horndean. 

Premier Division: Dorchester Town v 
Winchester City, Fleet Town v Bashley, 
Poole Town v Moneyfields, Sholing v 
Bemerton HH. 

Division One East: Newport loW v US 
Portsmouth, Tadley Calleva v GE Hamble. 
Division One West: Verwood v Laverstock 
& Ford. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 14 
UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE 
Round of 16 second leg: Bordeaux v 
Benfica, Chelsea v Steaua Bucuresti, 
Fenerbahce v Plzen, Inter Milan v 
Tottenham, Lazio v VfB Stuttgart, 

Newcastle v Anzhi Makhachkala, Rubin 
Kazan v Levante, Zenit St Petersburg v 
Basle. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Newport loW v Verwood. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 


Premier Division: AFC Totton v AFC 
Portchester. 

Division One East: Alresford v Whitchurch. 

Friday, March 15 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 

Premier: Forest Green v Mansfield. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Amesbury v Laverstock & 
Ford. 

Saturday, March 16 

(FL games 3pm ko unless stated) 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Aston Villa v QPR, Everton v Man City 
(12.45), Man Utd v Reading (5.30), SAINTS 
v Liverpool, Stoke v West Brom, Swansea v 
Arsenal. 

npower FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Barnsley v Watford, 
Blackpool v Peterborough, Charlton v 
Millwall (12.30), Derby v Leicester (5.20, 

Hull v Nottm Forest, Ipswich v Bolton, 

Leeds v Huddersfield, Middlesbrough v 
Birmingham, Sheff Wed v Cardiff, 
Wolverhampton v Bristol City. 

League 1: Brentford v Preston, Bury v 
Colchester, Coventry v Hartlepool, Crewe v 
Shrewsbury, Doncaster v Portsmouth, 
Leyton Orient v Carlisle, Milton Keynes 
Dons v Tranmere, Notts County v 
Scunthorpe, Oldham v Bournemouth, 
Stevenage v Sheff Utd, Walsall v Crawley 
Town. 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Barnet, 
Aldershot v AFC Wimbledon, Bristol Rovers 
v Rochdale, Cheltenham v Rotherham, Dag 
& Red v Burton Albion, Exeter v Bradford, 
Morecambe v Gillingham, Oxford Utd v 
Chesterfield , Plymouth v Fleetwood Town, 
Southend v Torquay, Wycombe v 
Northampton, York v Port Vale. 

BARCLAYS U18 PREMIER LEAGUE 
Elite Group Stage: Reading U18 v SAINTS 
U18 (11am). 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
Premier: Alfreton Town v Gateshead, 
Ebbsfleet United v Southport, Grimsby v 
Cambridge Utd, Hereford v Barrow, Hyde v 
Dartford, Kidderminster v Tamworth, 
Newport County v Macclesfield, Nuneaton 
v Lincoln City, Stockport County v Braintree 
Town, Woking v AFC Telford, Wrexham v 
Luton. 

South: Basingstoke v Weston-super-Mare, 
Bath City v Chelmsford, Billericay v Welling, 
Boreham Wood v Bromley, Dorchester v 
AFC Hornchurch, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Maidenhead, Salisbury City v Dover, 

Staines v Hayes & Yeading, Sutton v 
Farnborough, Tonbridge Angels v 
Eastbourne Borough, Truro City v Eastleigh. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury v Cambridge 
City, Bashley v St Neots, Chesham v 
Bedworth, Chippenham v Leamington, 
Gosport Borough v Bedford, Hemel 
Hempstead v Frame, Hitchin v Bideford, 
Redditch v Arlesey, St Albans v AFC 
Totton, Stourbridge v Weymouth. 

Division One South & West: Bridgwater v 
Evesham, Cinderford v Abingdon Utd, 
Didcot v Merthyr Town, Hungerford v 
Sholing, Mangotsfield v Clevedon, Paulton 
Rovers v Bishops Cleeve, Shortwood v 
North Leigh, Swindon Supermarine v Poole 
Town, Wimborne v Yate, Winchester City v 
Tiverton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Verwood, Alton v Moneyfields, Blackfield & 
Langley v Hamworthy Utd, GE Hamble v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Hayling Utd v 
Fawley AFC, Horndean v Alresford, 
Lymington Town v Bemerton HH, Newport 
loW v New Milton, Romsey v Fareham, 
Totton & Eling v Christchurch. 

Division One: Brockenhurst v East Cowes 
Vies, Cowes Sports v Andover New Street, 
Hythe & Dibden v Stockbridge, Petersfield v 
Fleet Spurs, Ringwood v Team Solent, 
Tadley Calleva v Whitchurch, US 
Portsmouth v Pewsey Vale. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Bournemouth Sports v 
Winchester Castle, Clanfield v Colden 
Common, Hamble Club v Liss Athletic, 
Liphook v Sporting BW, Locks Heath v AFC 
Aldermaston, Otterbourne v Overton, 
Paulsgrove v AFC Stoneham, GK 
Southampton v Fleetlands, University of 
Portsmouth v Hedge End Rangers. 
Combination: AFC Stoneham v Hedge End 
Rangers, Colden Common v Otterbourne, 
Fleetlands v Locks Heath, Liss Athletic v 
Paulsgrove, Overton v Bournemouth 
Sports, Sporting BW v Clanfield, 

Winchester Castle v Liphook. 

MAGNATA CARE HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 
2004 

Andover Lions v Forest Town, Crusaders v 
Four Marks, Infinity v Upham, Lyndhurst v 
Michelmersh & Timsbury. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton v Dorchester 
Town, Bemerton HH v Salisbury City, 
Christchurch v Wimborne Town, Sholing v 
Moneyfields. 

Division One East: Alresford v US 
Portsmouth, Fareham v GE Hamble, Team 
Solent v Petersfield, Whitchurch v Newport 
loW. 

Division One West: Downton v Hythe & 
Dibden, East Cowes Vies v Blackfield & 
Langley, Fawley AFC v Ringwood, 
Laverstock & Ford v Romsey, Verwood v 
New Milton. 


















34 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013 


Horns rule 
over Kings 

AFC HORNS are through to 
the final of the Hampshire 
FA Junior A Cup. 

The City of Southampton 
Junior Division 3 side 
defeated Kings Arms 5-2 
with Ash Holland netting 
twice. Liam Wing converted 
two spot-kicks while Danny 
Smith also netted for the 
club who have won all their 
league games so far this sea¬ 
son. 

AFC Allbrook secured 
their Southampton FA 
Sunday Junior A Cup final 
place by beating Woodmill 
3-2. 

The Southampton & District 
Sunday League side netted 
through Mike Tickner (2) and 
Dean Higgins. 

Crofton Saints and Obelisk 
will meet in the 
Southampton FA Sunday 
Junior B final. 

Saints defeated Sky Blues 
2-0 with goals from Josh 
Borg and Rory Wood, while 
Obelisk defeated fellow City 
of Southampton Junior 5 
side Chartwell Green 
Reserves 3-2 after extra 
time. 

Mitch Turley scored twice 
for Obelisk, who have won 
all their league games so far 
this season, with Alex 
Arnold also on target. 

AFC Portswood moved into 
the fourth round of the 
Charlie Godden Trophy after 
beating EDIS 4-2 with goals 
by Nick Green, Ian 
Lipscombe and Jamie 
Hutchinson (2). Jacobi 
Macintosh twice replied. 

KRL are put 
through Mill 

SEAN Stone grabbed a hat- 
trick as Old Mill romped to 
an away win in the Premier 
Division of the City of 
Southampton Sunday 
League. 

Craig Shellard and Matthew 
Ley were also on target in a 
5-2 success at KRL, who 
replied through Matty Gray 
and Craig Swain. 

Totton Town won 3-0 at 
Chamberlayne Athletic with 
Sam Dempster, Dan Hanlon 
and Lee Hayes on target. 

In the Senior Division, 
Eastbrook Harriers ended 
leaders Sholing Celtic’s 
unbeaten record with a 
shock 4-2 triumph. 

Sam Crawford (2), Marc 
Smith and Charlie Sandford 
netted for lowly Eastbrook, 
who were winning for only 
the second time in the league 
all season. Paul Jack and 
Craig Lyons replied. 

Second-placed Linden Tree 
trounced Lyndhurst & NH 5-1 
with goals from Lee Slade (2), 
Amish Morjaria (2) and Luke 
Willis. 

Peter Smith replied for 
Lyndhurst, whose manager 
Mike Thomas was proud of 
his side’s players despite the 
scoreline. 



Simon Walter 

slmon.walter@dallyecho.co.uk 


Yeoman topple Chivas to land top spot 


HAMPSHIRE Yeoman moved 
above AV Chivas to the top of the 
City of Southampton Sunday 
League Junior 4 table after beating 
them 2-0. 

Both goals - from Jake Voller and 
Sheldon Nutbeam - came in the last 
five minutes of the game. 

Dan Brunnen netted twice as 
Eastpoint came from behind at half¬ 
time to win 2-1 at home to AFC 


Marchwood, who had gone ahead 
through Ben Foster. 

Chris Boxx netted for both sides 
as his Royale Marine side drew 2-2 
at Durley. Peter Howard also 
scored for Marine with Michael 
Cooper netting for Durley. 

Nathan Gray struck four goals as 
Ampfield produced a storming 
recovery at home to Cherbourg 
Reserves in Junior Division 5. 


after a 1-1 draw at Bannister Park. 

Andy Miller thrust Park into a 
second half lead, with Ben 
Sutherland replyinh, both goals 
coming in the second half. 

Jamie Rosher, Toby Withers and 
Joe Flood netted as Bridge AFC 
Reserves won 3-0 at Burridge AFC. 
Garvan Stewart (2) and Sunday 
Oshikoya gave AFC Bishopstoke a 
3-0 victory at JSC. 


Cherbourg led 3-2 at half-time but 
Ampfield ran out 7-4 winners, with 
Gray’s four-goal haul including a 
penalty. 

Ben Thornton, Niall O’Connor 
and an own goal also netted, with 
Josh Lancey (2), Joe Daly and 
Darrell Coffin replying. 

Itchen Saints are now just two 
points clear at the top, having 
played a game more than Ampfield, 


was like a carpet but this 
was the third game played 
there in four days and it 
was covered in sand. 

“We were a little fortunate 
- Westwood played better 
football than us and worked 
really hard. 

“But now we’ve got our 
eye on the Hampshire Cup 
final [at AFC Totton’s 
Testwood Stadium] 

against City Central on the 
24th. 

“That’s the trophy we 


KNIGHTON Arms remain 
on course for a historic 
Quadruple Quadruple 
after winning the 
Southampton FA Sunday 
Senior Cup. 

Liam Crook scored the 
only goal from the penalty 
spot as Westwood Old Boys 
were beaten 1-0 at Test 
Park. 

But manager Ben Kneller 
is wary of complacency 
after his side lifted their 
13th trophy in four sea¬ 
sons. 

With the AJ Miller Cup, 
Hampshire Senior Sunday 
Cup and the City of 
Southampton Sunday 
League title still up for 
grabs, Kneller is not taking 
anything for granted. 

“It’s a case of one down 
three to go, that’s how the 
lads are looking at it,” he 
said. 

“Realistically, we know 
we’re going to get beaten at 
some point but the lads are 
determined to win the 
quadruple quadruple. 

The Southampton Senior 
Cup final wasn’t a great 
game. Last year Test Park 


BALL WATCHING: Action 
from Knighton Arms’ 1-0 
Southampton FA Sunday 
Senior Cup victory over 
Westwood Old Boys (yel- 
low/black). 

Order no: 16005211 


really want out of the four. 
But although we’ve beaten 
City Central a few times 
already this season, includ¬ 
ing the semis of the 
Southampton Senior Cup, 
they will feel they are due 


to beat us and we’re not 
unbeatable. 

“We’re there to be shot at 
and can’t afford to be com¬ 
placent because teams 
raise their game against us. 

“But we also know we 


League and Southern 
League players in their 
ranks but poor availability 
for their big FA Sunday 
Cup tie in London earlier 
this season ended any 
prospect of the QUINTU- 


can beat the other AJ 
Miller semi-finalists 
(Totton Cosmos, Westwood 
Old Boys and City 
Central).” 

Knighton Arms include 
several Sydenhams Wessex 


EMAIL SUNDAY FOOTBALL TEAM PICTURES 
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Sam’s the man as Bishopstoke blitz Spartans 


Galaxy quest 

LH GALAXY moved to the top 
of Junior 3 of the CoSSL after 
hammering Regents Park 5-0. 
On target were Gary Whitten 
(2), Callum Ovenden (2) and an 
own goal. 

Former leaders AFC 
Riverside are down to second 
on goal difference after they 
were held 2-2 at home by 
Sherfield English Reserves. 

Riverside led 2-1 at the inter¬ 
val thanks to Cameron Marsh- 
White and Stuart Griffiths, with 
Tom Whittaker and Jack 
Solloway replying. 

Carnival UK were celebrating 
after claiming their first points 
of the season, beating mid¬ 
table RS Ocean Village 3-2 
with Gary Crook (2) and Luke 
Bowers on target. Ben 
Dawkins twice replied. 


IN JUNIOR Division 6 of the 
City of Southampton Sunday 
League, Bishopstoke Reserves 
won 4-0 against Test Valley 
Spartans helped by a Sam 
Lipscombe hat-trick. 

An own goal by Jack Edgerley 
completed the scoring.Eggy 
Cheyne, David Wood 
and an own goal 


on target for Athletico Totton 
in a 3-3 home draw with 
Southampton Classic, who 
replied through Matt Patrick, 
Ben Wright and Luke Osman. 

HSC Southern Stars are up 
into second place after winning 
5-0 at Netley thanks to goals 
from Ranazan 
Mohammed 




Luke-ing good 

SFIERFIELD English marched 
five points clear at the top of 
Junior 2 of the CoSSL after 
Luke Shergold’s second half 
goal gave them victory at sec¬ 
ond placed AFC 
Southampton. 

Goals from Jamie Morton (2), 
Jon Burwell and Darren 
Wallace helped Fledge End 
win 4-1 at home to AFC 
Bursledon, Mark Wilson reply¬ 
ing. 

An Aaron Blythe goal gave 
Sporting Compass all three 
points as they beat Titans. 


(2), Hassan Sheikh (2) and 
Mateusz Dryua. 

Portside are third, one of 
three clubs on 19 points, after a 
4-0 home win over Testwood 
Tornadoes, with Jason 
McHugh, Ross Kitcher, Chris¬ 
topher Norman and Harry 
Chalk on target. 

Unity won 5-2 at home to 


Sporting Compass with goals 
from Clint Norris (2), Hashim 
Alyas (2) and Naz Azram. Jamie 
Holmes and Jason Warr replied. 

In the Under-21 Division, 
Burridge moved above Hedge 
End Rangers into top spot after 
beating them 3-1 with goals by 
Sam Davies, Alfred Staples and 
Liam Slade. James Scott replied. 


KINGPINS: Knighton Arms with the Southampton FA Sunday Senior Cup. Order no: 16005277 

_ 


PLE targeted back in the 
summer. 

Kneller said: “We lost 3-1 
in London to a terrific side 
in Barns Albion and they’re 
now in the semi-finals. 

“I think we could have 


beaten them if we’d had the 
likes of Nick Watts, Rory 
Williams, Pete Castle and 
Warren Kenna available 
that day. 

“But to win the national 
cup you have to be willing 


to travel.” 

For Kneller, having 
access to some of the best 
footballers in Hampshire 
has its downsides. 

“We’re quite lucky and 
are grateful for the good¬ 


will of [Sholing manager] 
Dave Diaper and [GE 
Hamble manager] Dave 
Lewis - but it means I’m 
busy on a Saturday night 
finding out who’s avail¬ 
able!” 


Nine in a row 

IN JUNIOR 1 of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League, 
Bridge AFC overcame 
Athletico HC 3-1 to record 
their ninth straight victory. 

Jamie Whittaker (2) and 
Mitch Drouet were on target 
for the leaders, James 
Moorman replying. 

Gary Klepp scored twice as 
Chartwell Green smashed 
lowly Echo 6-0. 

Further goals came from 
Simon Cocks, Richard 
Mannion, Sam Lovell and 
Jason Sargent, with five of the 
strikes coming in the second 
half. 

FC Railway came from 2-0 
down at half-time to grab a 
point at home to Newtown 
Athletic. 

Russell West and Scott 
Roberts had put Newtown in 
command, before Adam 
George and Mark Bond hit 
back. 

Struggling pair Southampton 
Bhoys and Castle Inn also 
drew 2-2. Terry Fredericks and 
Aaron Looker netted for Bhoys 
with Rich Warner and Dan 
Lewis replying. 


TO echospowt@daiEyecho.co.uk 


CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON 
SUNDAY LEAGUE 


Premier Division 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

City Central 

7 

6 

0 

1 

37 

7 

18 

Knighton Arms 

7 

6 

0 

1 

27 

7 

18 

Totton Town 

7 

3 

1 

3 

17 

15 

10 

Old Mill 

8 

3 

1 

4 

21 

20 

10 

K.R.L. 

7 

2 

2 

3 

12 

19 

8 

Chamberlayne Ath 

7 

2 

2 

3 

19 

33 

8 

Totton Cosmos 

5 

1 

0 

4 

6 

19 

3 

Westwood Old Boys 

6 

1 

0 

5 

11 

30 

3 

Senior Division 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Sholing Celtic 

9 

7 

1 

1 

51 

12 

22 

Linden Tree 

6 

5 

1 

0 

34 

4 

16 

Lyndhurst & N.FI. 

7 

3 

0 

4 

39 

19 

9 

Old Flouse at Home 

7 

3 

0 

4 

13 

28 

9 

Eastbrook Harriers 

6 

2 

0 

4 

9 

23 

6 

Bedes Lea 97 

9 

1 

0 

8 

8 

68 

3 

Junior Division 1 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Bridge A.F.C. 

9 

9 

0 

0 

43 

8 

27 

Athletico H.C 

12 

8 

2 

2 

41 

16 

26 

F.C. Railway 

9 

3 

4 

2 

28 

16 

13 

Woodmill 

5 

4 

0 

1 

21 

11 

12 

Chartwell Green 

11 

3 

3 

5 

21 

19 

12 

Newtown Athletic 

8 

3 

1 

4 

23 

26 

10 

Southampton Bhoys 

7 

2 

1 

4 

13 

22 

7 

Castle Inn 

8 

2 

1 

5 

17 

29 

7 

Echo 

11 

0 

0 11 

9 

69 

0 

Junior Division 2 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Sherfield English 

10 

7 

2 

1 

47 

19 

23 

A.F.C. Southampton 

7 

6 

0 

1 

28 

6 

18 

A.F.C. Bursledon 

10 

6 

0 

4 

31 

30 

18 

Cherbourg 

10 

5 

0 

5 

29 

24 

15 

Cricketers Arms 

7 

4 

2 

1 

26 

20 

14 

Bishops Blaze 

11 

4 

1 

6 

27 

39 

13 

Titans 

11 

3 

0 

8 

16 

44 

9 

Hedge End Club 

11 

2 

1 

8 

24 

44 

7 

Sporting Compass 

7 

2 

0 

5 

18 

20 

6 

Junior Division 3 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

L.H. Galaxy 

9 

6 

1 

2 

32 

9 

19 

AFC Riverside 

9 

6 

1 

2 

23 

15 

19 

Portswood United 

9 

5 

1 

3 

28 

17 

16 

AFC Horns Inn 

5 

5 

0 

0 

33 

3 

15 

RS Ocean Village 

8 

5 

0 

3 

25 

17 

15 

Landguard Rovers 

7 

4 

0 

3 

25 

18 

12 

Regents Park 

10 

4 

0 

6 

28 

32 

12 

Sherfield English R 

11 

1 

1 

9 

16 

58 

4 

Carnival U.K 

10 

1 

0 

9 

16 

57 

3 

Junior Division 4 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Hampshire Yeoman 

10 

7 

2 

1 

31 

13 

23 

A.V. Chivas 

10 

7 

0 

3 

28 

16 

21 

A.F.C. Portswood 

11 

6 

2 

3 

27 

25 

20 

E.D.I.S. 

9 

5 

1 

3 

24 

18 

16 

Royale Marine 

5 

4 

1 

0 

18 

4 

13 

Boyatt Wood Wndrs 

9 

3 

1 

5 

26 

30 

10 

Eastpoint 

6 

3 

0 

3 

13 

9 

9 

Durley 

9 

2 

1 

6 

16 

23 

7 

A.F.C. Marchwood 

13 

0 

0 13 

16 

61 

0 

Junior Division 5 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Itchen Saints 

12 

7 

2 

3 

47 

31 

23 

Ampfield 

11 

7 

0 

4 

48 

43 

21 

Bridge AFC Res 

11 

6 

1 

4 

31 

29 

19 

Obelisk 

6 

6 

0 

0 

44 

10 

18 

Chartwell Green Res 

6 

5 

1 

0 

33 

7 

16 

A.F.C. Bishopstoke 

9 

5 

1 

3 

26 

18 

16 

Bannister Park 

10 

3 

2 

5 

28 

41 

11 

Cherbourg Res 

13 

2 

1 10 

33 

56 

7 

Burridge AFC 

8 

1 

3 

4 

9 

16 

6 

J.S.C. 

10 

0 

1 

9 

10 

58 

1 

Junior Division 6 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Sky Blues 

10 

10 

0 

0 

59 

9 

30 

HSC Southern Stars 

8 

6 

1 

1 

36 

15 

19 

Portside 

10 

6 

1 

3 

36 

25 

19 

Soton Classic 

10 

6 

1 

3 

32 

23 

19 

Test Valley Spartans 10 

5 

3 

2 

31 

23 

18 

Unity 

10 

6 

0 

4 

30 

26 

18 

Athletico Totton 

12 

3 

3 

6 

32 

37 

12 

Sporting Compass R 9 

3 

1 

5 

18 

30 

10 

Netley R.B.L. 

12 

2 

2 

8 

32 

40 

8 

AFC Bishopstoke R 

9 

2 

0 

7 

14 

36 

6 

Testwood Tornadoes 12 

1 

0 11 

10 

66 

3 

Under-21 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Burridge Youth 

5 

4 

1 

0 

33 

8 

13 

Hedge End Rangers 

8 

4 

1 

3 

30 

14 

13 

Crofton Saints 

4 

3 

0 

1 

19 

5 

9 

M&T 

7 

0 

0 

7 

9 

64 

0 
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Youth Football 



EASTLEIGH & DISTRICT ML TABLES 


UNDER-TEN RED 

Salisbury City White 
Warsash Wasps Yellow 
Hythe & Dibden Flames 
Sholing Youth Red 
Sarisbury Sparks Amber 
Eastleigh Juniors 
Pace Panthers 
Oakwood Terriers 
Winsor Sports 
HEY Rockets 
Winchester Youth Blue 
Colden Common Rovers 
Alresford Town Tigers 
AFC Hiltingbury Harriers 

WHITE 

Winchester Youth Black 
Sholing Youth White 
AFC Hiltingbury Hawks 
Pace Pumas 
Baddesley Pk Crusaders 
Salisbury City FC 
Netley Royals 
Littleton Lions 
Salisbury City Black 
Wyvern Dragons 
St Francis Knights 
C Common Rangers 
Oakwood Saints 
HEY Comets 

BLUE 

Stoke Park Rangers Red 
Soccer4all Tigers 
Oakwood Harriers 
Hythe & Dibden Dragons 
Weston Sports 
Bashley Youth Blades 
Romsey Town 
Wyvern Saints 
Sarisbury Sparks White 
H Strikers Hurricanes 
Ice Sports 
Wellow Wolves 
Littleton Leopards 
AFC Stoneham 
Brendon Black 

YELLOW 

Sarisbury Sparks Black 
Oakwood Pumas 
Soccer4all Lions 
Pirelli Pirates 
Southside 
Hedge End Hawks 
Botley Village 
Brendon Red 
Chamberlayne Athletic 
Warsash Wasps Black 
Hythe Strikers Spitfires 
Wellow Wasps 
City Central 

Stoke Pk Rangers White 
Fawley Falcons 


P W D 

16 13 3 

17 14 0 
21 12 4 

15 12 2 
17 10 3 

16 9 3 

17 8 2 
20 


P W D 
23 21 2 

22 17 3 

23 16 5 

22 15 1 

23 12 2 

24 10 5 

21 9 6 6 

22 7 5 10 

20 6 5 9 

21 6411 
24 4 5 15 

22 3 4 15 

22 3 2 17 

23 2 1 20 


GD Pts 
52 42 
23 42 

34 40 

35 38 
27 33 
19 30 

8 26 
-1 25 
-17 22 
-5 19 
-26 17 
-18 16 
-47 13 
-84 3 


GD Pts 
64 65 
64 54 
38 53 
19 46 
5 38 
5 35 
3 33 
-7 26 
-19 23 
-6 22 
-26 17 
-22 13 
-39 11 
-79 7 


P W 
18 18 
18 14 
22 13 
21 14 

24 13 

18 13 
21 11 

25 10 

19 9 


L GD Pts 
0 102 54 
3 62 43 

5 49 43 

6 22 43 

7 16 43 
3 56 41 

8 26 35 


2 
2 

5 10 -10 35 

4 6 25 31 

5 11 -21 17 

5 9 -29 17 
2 15 -57 17 
5 13 -57 11 
4 14 -40 10 
0 22-144 0 


P W 
18 14 
23 13 
18 12 
21 11 

17 12 
22 10 
20 11 

18 9 
21 8 
22 8 


GD Pts 
59 45 
18 41 
54 39 

35 38 
34 38 
17 36 
23 35 

36 32 
16 29 
-1 28 

-15 25 


2 7 
5 4 
5 8 
4 10 
4 12 

2 13 -24 17 

3 13 -29 15 

0 15 -44 12 
0 20-179 0 


UNDER NINE RED 

P W D L GD Pts 
AFC Hiltingbury Harriers 21 17 2 2 63 53 
Sholing Youth Red 21 17 1 3 79 52 


Alresford Lions 

21 

15 

3 

3 

55 

48 

HEY Jets 

21 

15 

3 

3 

47 

48 

Botley Village Lions 

20 15 

3 

2 

45 

48 

Fawley Falcons 

22 12 

1 

9 

7 

37 

Warsash Wasps Black 

22 11 

0 11 

-7 

33 

St Francis Rangers 

21 

8 

7 

6 

15 

31 

Marchwood Rangers 

21 

7 

3 11 

-3 

24 

Colden Common Royals 22 

6 

5 11 

-28 

23 

Pace Panthers 

20 

6 

4 10 

-19 

22 

Salisbury City Black 

20 

6 

3 11 

-14 

21 

Hedge End Falcons 

21 

4 

2 15 

-46 

14 

Wyvern Dragons 

18 

4 

0 14 

-65 

12 

Chamberlayne Ath Red 

21 

2 

1 

18 

-63 

7 

Ice Sports 

20 

2 

0 18 

-66 

6 

WHITE 








P W 

D 

L 

GD Pts 

Salisbury City White 

22 20 

0 

2 

97 

60 

Pace Cougars 

21 

18 

2 

1 

114 

56 

AFC H’bury Hurricanes 

20 15 

3 

2 

74 

48 

Oakwood Lions 

21 

15 

2 

4 

53 

47 

St Francis Knights 

20 13 

4 

3 

42 

43 

Botley Village Rhinos 

21 

12 

2 

7 

31 

38 

Chamberlayne Ath Black 21 10 

2 

9 

16 

32 

Hedge End Tigers 

20 10 

1 

9 

19 

31 

HEY Planets 

22 

9 

4 

9 

-3 

31 

Winchester City Flyers 

18 

7 

5 

6 

1 

26 

Warsash Wasps White 

20 

6 

0 14 

-48 

18 

Baddesley Pk Crusaders 20 

4 

5 11 

-5 

17 

Compton Youth 

20 

4 

0 16 

-49 

12 

Soccer4all Tigers 

22 

4 

0 18 

-50 

12 

Winsor Sports Green 

18 

1 

0 17-117 

3 

Lakewood Leopards 

22 

1 

0 21- 

■175 

3 

BLUE 








P W 

D 

L 

GD Pts 

Oakwood Ravens 

14 13 

0 

1 

63 

39 

Baddesley Park Knights 

16 11 

4 

1 

58 

37 

City Central 

13 11 

2 

0 

49 

35 

Romsey Town Cougars 

14 11 

2 

1 

33 

35 

Winchester Youth Blue 

16 

9 

1 

6 

25 

28 

Stoke Park Rangers 

15 

6 

3 

6 

1 

21 

Eastleigh Red 

12 

6 

2 

4 

14 

20 

Sarisbury Sparks 

12 

5 

3 

4 

11 

18 

South brook Rangers 

14 

5 

2 

7 

-9 

17 

Hythe & Dibden Tigers 

13 

4 

3 

6 

-14 

15 

Littleton Lions 

14 

3 

3 

8 

-30 

12 

AFC Stoneham 

16 

3 

2 11 

-46 

11 

Warsash Wasps Yellow 

14 

2 

1 

11 

-37 

7 

Hedge End Scorpions 

11 

1 

0 10 

-44 

3 

Botley Village Tigers 

16 

1 

0 15 

-74 

3 

YELLOW 








P W 

D 

L 

GD Pts 

Colden Common Rovers 15 13 

1 

1 

37 

40 

Wyvern Saints 

15 12 

2 

1 

60 

38 

Winchester Youth Black 

12 11 

0 

1 

45 

33 

Hythe Strikers 

11 

7 

2 

2 

17 

23 

Eastleigh White 

13 

7 

1 

5 

-1 

22 

Hedge End Lions 

11 

5 

3 

3 

6 

18 

Sholing Youth White 

13 

5 

3 

5 

5 

18 

Testwood United 

13 

5 

2 

6 

-7 

17 

Weston Sports 

14 

4 

4 

6 

-3 

16 

Oakwood Rangers 

12 

4 

0 

8 

-26 

12 

Wellow Youth 

12 

3 

1 

8 

-16 

10 

Romsey Town Panthers 

12 

2 

1 

9 

-16 

7 

Bitterne Terriers 

16 

2 

1 

13 

-40 

7 

Winsor Sports Red 

15 

1 

1 

13 

-61 

4 


• Tables do not include this weekend’s 
games. 
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ALL SMILES: Hythe and Dibden Youth Football Club 
players with their new goal posts. 

HYTHE and Dibden Youth Football Club has been able to buy 
a new set of portable junior sized goal posts thanks to a dona¬ 
tion of more than £2,000 from the Barker-Mill Foundation. 

Chairman Phil Swainston said: “As a huge youth football 
club, the running costs can be high, we are very grateful for 
the generous donation from the Barker-Mill Foundation as it 
helps with the ever increasing demand for equipment. The 
goal posts can be used for training and on match day fixtures 
and are a vital piece of kit.” 

Barker-Mill Foundation Trustee Tim Jobling said: “Hythe 
and Dibden Youth Football Club does the valuable job of 
bringing young people together to work towards achieving 
something as a team. 

“Initiatives like this are important when developing social 
skills and bringing the community together, and we are 
delighted to be able to contribute to this great work.” 



TYRO CHAMPS: St Francis Rangers under-lls. 


POWER RANGERS 


ST FRANCIS Rangers under- 
11s have secured promotion 
to the Tyro League Division 4 
thanks to their awesome 
unbeaten run of 12 games. 

Their latest triumph was a 6-2 victory 
over AFC Hiltingbury Hawks but it was 
their 5-2 win over AFC Hiltingbury 
Hawks at Hunts Farm the previous 
week that secured the move up from 
Division 5. 


They were made to fight every inch of 
the way by their Chandler’s Ford neigh¬ 
bours on a very cold day. 

Joshua Bradbury scored twice in the 
opening seven minutes to seemingly put 
St Francis in command - first polishing 
off a great team move and then heading 
in Mathew Barrett’s corner. 

But hard-working Hiltingbury were 
far from finished and, with ten minutes 
of the first half remaining, had clawed it 
back to 2-2. 


This was unknown territory for St 
Francis, but they responded with their 
usual brand of passing football and Will 
Johnson ensured they went in 3-2 up at 
half-time. 

St Francis’s fitness showed after the 
break and they controlled the game, 
limiting Hiltingbury to just one shot on 
goal. 

Johnson struck again to make it 4-2 
and the last word went to Mathew 
Hurst. 



HEDGE END RANGERS U11 BLUE: Won through to the final of the Southampton Tyro League Challenge Cup 
with a 2-1 victory over Bitterne Youth Black. 


EMAIL REPORTS TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Youth. Football 



ITCHEN CLOSE IN ON 7mE 



■ COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

ITCHEN are within touching dis¬ 
tance of a fifth successive 
Hampshire Sixth Form Colleges 
League title. 

The 4-3 victory over closest rivals 
Totton at Middle Road in midweek 
was their 12th successive win - and 
puts them in an almost unassail¬ 
able position, writes MIKE VIMPA- 
NY. 

Itchen pulled off the victory having 
been 0-2 down and 2-3 behind early 
in the second half. 

James Henry and a disputed Sam 
House penalty gave Totton their ini¬ 
tial two-goal cushion, which Itchen 
had wiped out by half-time. 

Matt Burt won an aerial duel to put 
the four-times champions back in 
the contest, while Ben Wilson’s spot 
kick levelled it up before the break. 

A stunning third goal by the talent¬ 
ed Roy Johnson restored Totton’s 
lead after the break. 

But Itchen were back on terms at 3- 
3 when Jamie Blackburn laid on a 
second for Burt. 

Ben Wilson, so dangerous when he 
whips set piece balls into the box, 
eventually got Itchen’s winner - 
direct from a corner! 

The odd-goal defeat and the virtual 
end of their title prospects will 
strengthen Totton’s resolve to win 
the Peter Munro Cup against 
Portsmouth on Wednesday week, 
March 20. 

They had gone into the Itchen 
showdown fresh from a 9-1 mauling 
of Southampton City on Solent 
University’s excellent T3 surface at 
Test Park. 

Four-goal James Clifton led the 
way, while James Henry cashed in 
with a hat-trick. 

Skipper Josh Armstrong, who rel¬ 
ished playing on the spacious Test 
Park 3G surface, got his name on the 
scoresheet at last and commented: 
“The game was actually quite evenly 
balanced, but we were just more 
clinical going forward in compari¬ 
son.” 

Barton Peveril striker Jack Odam 
missed the 3-0 win over Sparsholt 
due to an England Schools FA call¬ 
up against Wales - they lost 4-1 - but 
a Kurt Buckley brace either side of a 
Liam Seager stunner gave BP the 
points. 

Bournemouth eyed finishing above 
Poole Grammar in the log for the 


first time since Jonny Howell’s days 
- but that prospect was well and 
truly dashed with a 5-1 spanking at 
Gravel Hill. 

A Ben Mogg hat-trick, flanked by 
single strikes by Harry Cornick and 
Ashley Cox swept Poole to an 
emphatic derby win. 

Brockenhurst strolled to a 4-0 win 
over Havant - Brandon Buckstepp 
(2), Rich Vallis and Jesse Gould 
(penalty) getting the goals. 

Havant had previously beaten 
QMC 3-2, but Queen Mary’s came 
bouncing back with a ‘bragging 
rights’ victory over arch local rivals 
Basingstoke, whom they thumped 4- 
1 with two goals each by Dan 
Alliston and Luke Yelland. 

“It was an excellent all round per¬ 
formances from start to finish. Some 


excellent attacking football and solid 
defence - a great improvements on 
previous weeks,” beamed QMC 
coach Dave Bourne. 

The defeat to their arch town 
rivals capped an unhappy two-game 
spell for Basingstoke, who also went 
down 3-1 to Farnborough, who 
scored twice in the second half 
through Eoin Crean and Keegan 
Gallacher. 

Tom Peterson’s first half strike had 
earlier been cancelled out by Ryan 
Lupton. 

Alton were held 2-2 by 
Bournemouth, but then pulled off a 
cracking 7-1 victory over 
Portsmouth, with Marcus Browne 
(2), Tom Armstrong (2), Ashley 
Wood, Dan Mellors and Tom 
Kinshott on target. 


First XI League 



P 

W 

L 

D 

F 

A 

Pts 

Itchen 

12 

12 

0 

0 

51 

6 

36 

Totton 

11 

8 

2 

1 

43 

18 

25 

Peter Symonds 

9 

7 

2 

0 

39 

21 

21 

Barton Peveril 

11 

6 

4 

1 

41 

26 

19 

Poole 

11 

5 

4 

2 

31 

24 

17 

Farnborough 

11 

5 

5 

1 

27 

20 

16 

Queen Mary’s 

10 

5 

4 

1 

27 

31 

16 

Bournemouth 

12 

4 

4 

4 

21 

30 

16 

Basingstoke 

10 

4 

4 

2 

22 

29 

14 

Brockenhurst 

8 

4 

4 

0 

16 

15 

12 

Havant 

9 

3 

3 

3 

13 

16 

12 

Sparsholt 

11 

4 

7 

0 

17 

27 

12 

Alton 

13 

3 

9 

1 

23 

39 

10 

Richard Taunton 

8 

3 

5 

0 

19 

23 

9 

South Downs 

10 

2 

7 

1 

13 

25 

7 

Portsmouth 

10 

1 

7 

2 

14 

46 

5 

Southampton City 

8 

1 

6 

1 

14 

35 

4 

Second XI League 





Itchen 

16 

15 

0 

1 

111 

20 

46 

Totton 

13 

12 

1 

0 

46 

10 

36 

Barton Peveril 

13 

9 

2 

2 

52 

27 

29 

Brockenhurst 

12 

8 

2 

2 

51 

17 

26 

Farnborough 

12 

8 

3 

1 

45 

23 

25 

Sparsholt 

12 

6 

5 

1 

38 

29 

19 

Fareham 

11 

6 

4 

1 

42 

39 

19 

St Vincent 

15 

6 

8 

1 

34 

40 

19 

Peter Symonds 

9 

6 

3 

0 

31 

15 

18 

Richard Taunton 

10 

5 

5 

0 

25 

31 

15 

Queen Mary’s 

10 

4 

5 

1 

30 

29 

13 

South Downs 

10 

4 

5 

1 

34 

35 

13 

Alton 

15 

4 

11 

0 

22 

52 

12 

Bournemouth 

12 

4 

8 

0 

10 

41 

12 

Poole 

14 

3 

9 

2 

19 

46 

11 

Bay House 

11 

3 

7 

1 

11 

29 

10 

Eastleigh 

12 

3 

8 

1 

22 

46 

10 

Havant 

10 

2 

7 

1 

19 

39 

7 

Basingstoke 

13 

2 

11 

0 

18 

55 

6 

Portsmouth 

10 

2 

8 

0 

9 

46 

6 

Third XI League 





Itchen 

14 

11 

0 

3 

78 

16 

36 

St Vincent 

14 

12 

2 

0 

45 

24 

36 

Totton 

11 

10 

0 

1 

45 

10 

31 

Farnborough 

13 

9 

4 

0 

56 

33 

27 

Barton Peveril 

14 

7 

6 

1 

38 

23 

22 

King Edward’s VI 

9 

5 

2 

2 

38 

13 

17 

Peter Symonds 

10 

5 

3 

2 

29 

27 

17 

Sparsholt 

9 

5 

3 

1 

33 

15 

16 

Fareham 

11 

5 

6 

0 

31 

44 

15 

Collegiate(HCS) 

11 

4 

5 

2 

33 

48 

14 

Queen Mary’s 

7 

4 

2 

1 

37 

13 

13 

Bay House 

11 

3 

6 

2 

22 

24 

11 

Richard Taunton 

13 

3 

9 

1 

21 

60 

10 

Brockenhurst 

8 

3 

5 

0 

23 

21 

9 

South Downs 

8 

2 

6 

0 

17 

37 

6 

Southampton City 

8 

2 

6 

0 

19 

46 

6 

Eastleigh 

10 

2 

8 

0 

14 

52 

6 

Farnborough Tech 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Poole 

13 

0 

13 

0 

5 

66 

0 


HEADS I 
WIN: Action 
from Itchen 
(yellow) v 
Totton. 

Order no: 
16023871 


: 
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Poole’s waiting game 


POOLE Grammar must 
wait another week or so 
before knowing who they 
will play in the Dorset 
Schools Under-18 Cup 
final. 

They continued the 
defence of the trophy with 
a tense 4-3 win over Poole 
High School, but 
Gillingham and St Peter’s 
have still to resolve their 
semi-final tie. 

A Harry Cornick brace, 
either sides of strikes by 
Ben Mogg and Liam 
Donachy, gave PGS a com¬ 
manding 4-1 half-time 


lead, but Poole High hit 
back twice in the second 
period to set up a nervy 
finish. 

With one minute of nor¬ 
mal time remaining, St 
Peter’s led Gillingham 1-0 
and looked to have booked 
their cup final place. 

But Josh Sims held his 
nerve to equalise from a 
stoppage time penalty to 
send the tie into a goalless 
extra 30 minutes. 

The tie wasn’t decided by 
a penalty shoot out: 
instead the teams will 
replay. 


Football 
coming 
home to 
Portway 

THE rejuvenation of Andover’s Portway 
Stadium will see football return there in 
August. 

Andover College has stepped in to run 
the facility as a community-based football 
academy, writes KERRY MILLER. 

It is bound to interest Andover Lions FC, 
who were formed from the ashes of the 
old Andover FC and who currently play 
next door to the stadium at Charlton run¬ 
ning track. 

Ironically the Portway pitch has flood¬ 
lights but little else. Although good enough 
for the Hampshire League 2004, it would 
need improving if the Lions were to gain 
promotion in May. 

Asked whether there could be a lifeline 
for Andover Lions, Dave Tasker, head of 
Community and Leisure Services at Test 
Valley Borough Council, said: “Our remit 
was to bring the stadium up to a point 
where it could be leased. 

“There is nothing in the agreement for or 
against sub-letting to a third party. 

“However, we would encourage it if it 
was to lead to fostering talent.” 

Having a stadium in Andover will enable 
the college to further develop its success¬ 
ful football academies, currently based at 
the Andover town campus and the 
Winchester-based Sparsholt College. 

The Portway Stadium will also provide a 
venue for the academy first team, who 
play in the Conference Youth Alliance with 
fixtures each Wednesday afternoon. 

And for Andover College-based academy 
students, it will also house classrooms 
and practical training sessions. 

The refurbishment programme will 
enable the college to convert the current 
clubhouse into modern learning centres 
for football and other sporting students. 

Andover College’s assistant principal 
Stuart Barlow said: “These are exciting 
times as they will provide the best facilities 
for our students and will be a huge benefit 
to local sport in the community. 

“It will mean we are independent from 
Winchester City and Salisbury City FCs, 
although we will continue to work with 
them. 

“Every player who goes on to university 
or comes back to coach will be seen as a 
success.” 

The Portway Stadium was built during 
the summer of 1989 and opened following 
the compulsory purchase and redevelop¬ 
ment of the Walled Meadow, home of the 
now defunct Andover FC since late 
Victorian times. 

It is believed that once the lease has 
been formally agreed and tenders out, out¬ 
work will start in earnest in April in prepa¬ 
ration for the kick-off in August. 


SOUTHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 

SUNDAY FOOTBALL LEAGUE 


Division One 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

AFC Allbrook FC 

9 

9 

0 

0 

58 

15 

27 

Hamble Club FC 

11 

8 

2 

1 

53 

34 

26 

C&G FC 

9 

4 

1 

4 

28 

34 

13 

Foresters AFC FC 

10 

4 

0 

6 

24 

34 

12 

Roll Call 

6 

3 

1 

2 

24 

13 

10 

Trants FC 

5 

1 

0 

4 

8 

20 

3 

Otter FC 

6 

0 

0 

6 

10 

29 

0 

Coopervision 

7 

0 

0 

7 

11 

39 

0 

Division Two 

P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

King George 

10 

8 

1 

1 

34 

21 

25 

AFC West End 

10 

5 

2 

3 

22 

21 

17 

Platinum Southern 

9 

5 

1 

3 

29 

21 

16 

Fair Oak Albion FC 

10 

5 

0 

5 

22 

24 

15 

Sholing United 

9 

4 

1 

4 

22 

18 

13 

Roll Call Res 

6 

3 

2 

1 

14 

9 

11 

Holbury United FC 

10 

3 

1 

6 

17 

23 

10 

AFC Anchor 

9 

1 

2 

6 

16 

29 

5 

Hedge End Soc Club 

7 

0 

2 

5 

12 

22 

2 
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Do you suffer from 

Have you had a 


Our experienced Chartered 
Physiotherapists can help ease arthritis 
pain and speed up recovery from surgery. 
To find out more about how we can help 
you come to 
our Public Seminar on 

Arthritis & 

Joint Replacement Surgery 
on Tues 12th March at 6pm 

In Unit 311, 

Solent Business Centre 
Millbrook Road West, 
Southampton SOI5 OHW 


Call (QM>3 to book a place or visit 

www.newforestphysio.co.uk for more information 


OVER 50s CAR INSURANCE 


PAYING 

MORE 

THAN 

£256?* 




Our car insurance is 
just for grown-ups 


S RIAS Car Insurance provides ( defaqto 
some of the highest quality of 
cover available in the market, as | 


iR INSURANCE 


recognised by independent 
experts Defaqto 

Up to 9 years protected no claims discount 
FREE courtesy car with comprehensive insurance 
Access to 24 hour claims service 


J 



Garden Waste Collection Service 


Sign up before 31 March to 
get the early bird discount. 

Early bird price, £30 for the year April 2013 - March 2013 


recycle Tel; 023 8083 3005 

v ' for Southampton www.southampton.gov.uk/gcirden 



Neutering 

.can improve behaviour, reduce health risk# 
and stop unwanted pregnancies 






i 

J 


T 


J* 




Up to 20% OFF Neutering 
until end of March 2013 

Includes 10% Pet Health Plan Discount 

Ftirfteld Surgery, As hurst Surgery, 163 

M Burgen Road Bovaett, Winchester Road, Fair Oak, Lyndhurjt Road, Ashmst - _ 

Southampton. SOI67* 1 ? Soottuitrpton. S0507GW SautL i fpton, SO407AW 

T: 023 6034 3434 Ti 023 604)0 1900 023 BO?9 3569 UfliCOrnVOtS CO Lilt 



BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


Cover for 90 days’ driving in the EU with 
comprehensive cover 

UK call centres with specialist advisors 

*50.3% of new RIAS 
customers who took out a 
car insurance policy between 
1 July 2012 and 30 September Where insurance 

2012 paid less than £256. Sets better with age 



OVER 50? DON’T PAY FOR BOY RACERS! 


Call 0800 561 5015 



and find out how much you could save 

or visit www.rias.co.uk 


Lines open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri & 8.30am-4pm Sat 


RIAS is a trading name of Ageas 50 Limited. Ageas 50 Limited registered 
office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 
7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and Wales. 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance 
provided by Ageas 50 Limited is not available in the Channel Islands. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 366 feedbacks 
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Garage Doors 
Winter Sale Offer 

Automatic Insulated Aluminium m 
Fitted Roller Garage Door 




• So simple to operate 

• Fully automatic 

• Simple key fob 
operation 

• Fully insulated 

• No maintenance 

• Reduced draughts 

• Space saving 

• Full range of colours 

• Single/double 
doors all made in 
our own factory 

skandoor 

01962 353184 

Covering West Sussex, Hampshire and Dorset 
Open 7 days a week, info@skandoor.co.uk 

www.skandoor.co.uk 


SATFIX AERIAL 
AND SATELLITE 
INSTALLATIONS 


FREE SAT+, TWIN CABLE 
only £75.00 
(Limited offer) 

TOP CLASS TV AERIALS 
SUPPLIED AND 
INSTALLED 
TO DIGITAL SPEC £95 

Freeview Installations 
Extra Aerial and 
Sky points installed 
Wall mounted TV’s with 
hidden cables 

023 8055 7883 
07769 264 937 


Finest Indian Restaurant 


2 FOR 


Startei 


& Main Course 


2AThe Bridgeway, 

48 Portsmouth Road, 
Woolston, Southampton 
S019 7PE 

felephone: 02380 441 90( 

EMAIL BOOKINGS: 
enquiries@tandoori.uk.com 
www.tandoori.uk.com 

("HIS VOUCHER MUST BE PRESENTE 
DN ARRIVAL. This Voucher is valid for 
people to dine in our restaurant with tlj 
heapest meal FREE. For starter & ma 
burse. Cannot be used with any othd 
fffer. One voucher MUST be presents 
er couple for the discount. Valid frol 
[Sunday to Thursday inc. Offer ends Ma 
Oth 2013. Closed Mondays. 


GATES PEUGEOT 

BfcOCKENHUUST * SOUTHAMPTON - ESTAfiUSHCO 1945 



AVAILABLE FROM JU8T £135 
PER MONTH ON PEUGEOT 
PA99P0RT PER90NAL LEA9E 


NHS 


New Patients 
Welcome 



Check up appointments 
General & cosmetic treatments 
Hygienist 
Tooth whitening 
Urgent appointments 
Professional & friendly staff 
On site parking 


PB 

dental surgery 

270 Hunts Pond Road, Titchfield Common, 
Fareham P014 4PF 

01489 578917 

manordentalsurgery@rocketmail.com 

www.manordentalsurgery-titchfieldcommon.co.uk 


[The Music Shop 1 


Main Dealers for 

Laney, Musicman, 
Ibanez, Faith, 
Mark Amps, 
Sterling, Vox, 
Roland and Boss plus 
Many More 


New and Secondhand 
musical instruments 
& accessories 


1 Brook Road, Bitterne, Southampton S018 6AZ 
www.southamptonmusicshop.co.uk 

023 8043 7937 


BAKER'S DOZEN 

(Netley) Ltd. 



• Chia seed (super food) bread 

• Light rye (22%) 

• Dark rye (44%) 

• Low G.l multiseed 

• Spelt and honey 

• Pia do 

• Soda bread 

• Oaty bread 

These breads are only available on 

Friday and Saturday. 


38 Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, 
Southampton. S031 5DG 
Tel: 023 8045 6068 Tel/Fax: 023 8045 6112 
VAT No: 825 215 449 


FOR MORE GREAT NEW CAR 
0FFER9 VISIT OUR WEB9ITE 
WWW.GATE9PEUGEOT.COM 


GATES PEUGEOT 
Sway Road 
Brockenhurst 
S042 7SH 


The official fuel consumption in mpg (L/l 00km) and C02 emissions 
(g/km) for the 208 range are: Urban 34.9 - 78.4 (8.1-3.6), Extra 
Urban 62.8 - 88.2J4.5- 3.2), Combined 48.7 - 83.0 (5.8 - 3.4) 
and C02 135 - 8/.Terms and conditions apply. On the Road 
prices quoted include delivery to dealership, number plates, 12 
months' Government Vehicle. Excise Duty and £55 Government 
First Registration Fee. Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may 
be required. Written quotations available on request from 
Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, 
Rednill, RH1 1QA. Passport Personal Lease contract examples. 
208 Accessl.O 3dr initial rental £1,448, optional final rental of 
£4,018. 46 monthly rentals payable. Annual mileage 6000 miles. 
Excess mileage charges may apply. If you choose to pay off the 
optional finalrental at the end of contract, uou can keep the car 
but will not own it - you will pay an annuafrental equivalent to 
one of your monthly rentals. However, car ownership is possible 
with Passport - ask us for details. 


SAVE NOW ON A NEW BOILER 

Class A Vaillant Ecotec (WHICH magazine boiler of the year 2011), fully fitted and equipped 
with digital programmer. 

EXTENDED OFFER — FREE system Power Flush (worth £300) 

Atypical domestic installation costs JUST £1,625 + VAT* all inclusive and we give a 5-year 
guarantee on all parts. 

*Subject to our FREE survey 


ALL SURVEYS ARE CARRIED 
OUT BY OUR OWN ENGINEERS 
NO SALESMAN WILL VISIT 



REGAL 

heating and plumbing 

WEST QUAY ROAD SOUTHAMPTON 


AND KEEP ON SAVING 

The Vaillant Ecotec boiler included in this offer is 92% efficient 
and will reduce your fuel bills—in many cases quite dramatically. 
It also produces hot water direct from the boiler on demand. 
Your hot water tank will be redundant and you will only heat the 
water you need when you need it. 

023 8036 6423 

www.heatingmyhome.com 



184142 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 


Bash snap 
up Dorest 
star Simon 

BASHLEY (Rydal) have 
signed Dorset all-rounder 
Simon Watkins for the forth¬ 
coming ECB Southern Electric 
Premier League season. 

A Hampshire Academy prod¬ 
uct, Watkins was a member of 
the Bournemouth side which 
was crowned ECB t20 nation¬ 
al champions in 2010 and the 
league winners the following 
year. 

Watkins, who scored over 
2,000 runs and took 103 wick¬ 
ets in his spells with the 
Academy and Bournemouth, 
played for Oxford Downs in 
the Cherwell & District 
League last summer to coin¬ 
cide with his quantity survey¬ 
ing studies at Oxford Brookes 

Bashley captain Richard 
Morris is delighted that 
Watkins, pictured, is joining 
last season’s Southern 
Electric t20 Cup winners. 

“I have grown up with 
Simon on the Hampshire 
Academy and he fits the pro¬ 
file of being a young, talented, 
local cricketer who can con- 



years to come 

“Simon will add experience, 
having played in a successful 
Bournemouth team and will 
also add some firepower to 
our batting and depth to our 
bowling across the three for¬ 
mats that we play. 

“As a club we have taken a 
long term view with regards 
to our player recruitment and 
Simon will add huge value to 
life at the BCG as he is a 
Level 2.5 qualified coach who 
is currently working with the 
UCCE squad at Oxford 
University. 

“We made big strides last 
summer and were rewarded 
with a thrilling t20 up win 
under the Ageas Bowl flood¬ 
lights, and I believe this was 
down to having a close knit 
group of players who all 
worked hard and enjoyed the 
team dynamic. 

“With that in mind, we deem 
the ‘person’ as important as 
the ‘cricketer’ when it comes 
to attracting new players to 
the club and once I knew that 
Simon was available I was 
very keen to secure his ser¬ 
vices.” 



All change at 


DRAMATICALLY-changed 
Bournemouth have 

appointed Martin Miller as 
the club’s captain for the 
upcoming ECB Southern 
Electric Premier League 
season. 

A former Dorset batsman 
and wicketkeeper, Miller 
played over 180 Southern 
League games for the club 
between 1997 and 2010. 

He has returned to Chapel 
Gate following a two year 


spell with Poole Town. 

Miller, who was first 
appointed the club’s cap¬ 
tain in 1998 and who led 
Bournemouth to their first 
Southern Electric t20 title 
that season, takes the helm 
of a side that finished bot¬ 
tom of the Premier Cricket 
League in 2012, since when 
a number of regulars have 
left the club in search of 
new challenges. 

All-rounder Mark House 


Bournemouth 


has joined the departing 
Park brothers, Nick and 
James at New Milton, while 
Dorset’s Matt Metcalfe is 
believed to be seeking pas¬ 
tures new. 

“The team is going to have 
a very different look to it 
compared to the last time I 
played in 2010,” said Miller, 
pictured left. 

“The departure of some 
very good players means 
that there are some very big 


shoes to fill. 

“With Ryan Scott and 
Michael Porter at the 
Hampshire Academy, there 
is a fantastic opportunity 
for our younger players and 
some keen new recruits to 
step up and take their 
chance to play the highest 
possible standard of club 
cricket. 

“We are still looking to 
bring in a couple more tal¬ 
ented young players and I 



Simon Walter 

Simon, wait er@dailyeclio .co.uk 

CRICKET REPORTER J* 


IF Adam Wheater is as success¬ 
ful for Hampshire as some of 
his former Essex teammates 
were for their respective 
counties last season, he will be 
a very good signing indeed. 

Warwickshire’s County 

Championship success was largely 
due to the runs of Varun Chopra 
and the wickets of former 
Hampshire academy star Chris 
Wright, while Tony Palladino 
bowled Derbyshire to the second 
division title. 

Although Hampshire picked up 
county cricket’s two other trophies 
in 2012, winning a historic limited- 
overs double, their Championship 
form needs to improve if promotion 
is to be achieved this summer. 

And with Hampshire scheduled to 
play three Championship games 
before their opening 
one-day game on 
May 3, it is in 
the longer 
form where 
Wheater ’ s 
role in the 
side will first 
be revealed. 

Essex coach 
Paul Grayson 
says Wheater, pic¬ 
tured, has been 
promised Hampshire’s wicketkeep¬ 
er-batsman spot (a claim denied by 
both Wheater and Hampshire man¬ 
ager Giles White), but I do not 
expect Bates to be left out initially. 

With Neil McKenzie not around 
until June and Dimi Mascarenhas 
likely to be at the Indian Premier 
League when the season gets under¬ 
way on April 10, Wheater may well 
play as a specialist batsman, as he 
has done at Essex for the last two 
seasons, while he settles in. 

I expect the following XI to take 
the field against Leicestershire in a 
month’s time: Adams (c), Carberry, 
Vince, Bailey, Ervine, Dawson, 
Wheater, Bates (w), Wood, 
Balcombe, Tomlinson. 

But when Hampshire have every¬ 
one available, Bates’s position will 
be most vulnerable. 

Who knows, he may surprise 
everyone and out-score Wheater 
during those first few games. 

Although he tailed away during 
the second half of last season, he 
made significant improvements 
that will hopefully be built upon. 

But, as Radio Solent’s Kevan 


James pointed out in conversation 
this week, Bates’s only first-class 
century, against Yorkshire at 
Headingley last May, was made 
with relatively little pressure on 
his young shoulders. 


Hampshire were 207 for five and 
Bates batted with Simon Katich, 
who made 196, as his partner 
throughout. 

It is when Hampshire get off to the 
sort of start England had against 


New Zealand in Dunedin that Nic 
Pothas’s runs are most missed. 

As Hampshire’s previous wicket¬ 
keeping incumbent told the Daily 
Echo this week, Bates needs to 
score more ‘ugly’ runs, like his 87 
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as Martin takes the reins... 


am looking forward to the 
challenge that lies ahead.” 

Bournemouth’s prospects 
have already been bol¬ 
stered by the improved 
availability of all rounder 
David Kidner, the arrival 
of Dorset Under 17 captain 
Dom Hand, from nearby 
Broadstone, and by the 
signing of promising 
Australian all-rounder 
Alex Keath, pictured right. 

The latter is one of six 


Australians attending The 
Ageas Bowl International 
Cricket Academy this sum¬ 
mer at the request of 
Cricket Australia. 

The 21 year old Victorian 
made 46 against an 
England XI on his first 
class debut in December 
2010 and last scored 60 off 
55 balls as the England 
Lions were defeated by a 
Victoria XI. 

Last summer, Keath 


played for Bishop’s 
Stortford in the ECB Home 
Counties Premier League, 
scoring 566 runs at an aver¬ 
age of 56, including three 
centuries. 

“From everything I have 
read about Alex, he is a 
highly talented sportsman 
and a very talented crick¬ 
eter,” Miller added. 

“If he can help us raise 
our game in the same way 
that former overseas play¬ 


ers have done when they 
were with us, then we have 
much to look forward to.” 

Bournemouth’s pre-sea¬ 
son training sessions take 
place on Monday nights at 
the Dorset Cricket Centre, 
Hurn. 

“New members who are 
interested in playing for 
the club’s 1st or 2nd XI in 
the Premier League are 
most welcome to attend, 
Miller said.” 




in the first Championship game of 
last season. 

Bates’s performance at home to 
Gloucestershire last April, despite 
failing to win Hampshire the 
game, was probably better than 


his Headingley hundred. 

Having arrived at the crease 
with Hampshire 56-5, needing 290 
to win, he shared a 118-run part¬ 
nership with Chris Wood (65), only 
for the county to lose by 34 runs. 


The pressure on Bates increased 
during the last third of a season 
that saw him bat at number seven 
throughout. 

No doubt his below-par return of 
83 runs at 8.3 from the last six 


Championship matches made 
Hampshire more determined to 
sign another wicketkeeper-bats¬ 
man, Wheater’s former captain 
James Foster having turned down 
a move to the Ageas Bowl a year 
earlier. 

But while Hampshire have 
received no shortage of criticism 
for bringing in Wheater, they can¬ 
not be accused of not giving Bates 
a whole season to prove himself. 

And this is professional sport - 
no-one has a divine right to a place 
in the side, even a homegrown 
glovesmen with hands as heavenly 
as Bates. 

By all accounts, Wheater is a 
feisty character who relishes a 
challenge and who, according to 
sources in Essex, has the potential 
to be as good as Bates with the 
gloves. 

He had the humility to admit that 
Bates “is a better wicketkeeper 
than me” when he was unveiled to 
the press this week. 

But, as Pothas, pictured below, 
said, that side of his game “will go 
through the roof 
when 
[Hampshire 
wicketkeep¬ 
ing coach] 
Bobby Parks 
gets hold of 
him.” 

Intere¬ 
stingly, 
Wheater has 
kept wicket in 
only four of his 24 
Championship appearances for 
Essex. 

He did so as a stand-in for Foster 
when he made one-off appear¬ 
ances in 2008 and 2009 and was out 
for 0 & 1 against Leicestershire in 
2011, before showing Hampshire 
his all-round talent with four dis¬ 
missals and a brilliant 98 in last 
July’s one-innings thriller at 
Chelmsford. 

One criticism of Wheater has 
been his shot selection but when he 
was reminded of his dismissal 
against James Tomlinson, caught 
on the boundary needing only 
three to win that rain-affected 
match, he managed a rueful smile. 

“Everyone thought I was trying to 
hit a six but I was trying to get a 
single - it was just that I had quite a 
decent bat so it carried all the way 
to Sean Ervine!” 

Wheater batted at seven in that 
match but as high as five for most of 
last season, scoring 391 runs at 35.5. 

“Playing as a batter has benefited 
me, you’re only there to score runs 
so it’s cut-throat and that’s been 
good for me,” he said. 



GOT A CRICKET STORY? EMAIL: echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 


Ventnor’s 
Hose bags 
top MCC 
accolade 

VENTNOR all-rounder Adam 
Hose has won the prestigious 
MCC Young Cricketers’ IRK 
MacLaren YC Award - and 
with it a grant which he 
promptly invested in spend¬ 
ing two weeks at the Pune 
Global Cricket School in 
Mumbai, India. 

The 6’4” all-rounder, pic¬ 
tured, had a strong first year 
on the Lord’s groundstaff, 
topping the one-day batting 
averages and weighing in reg¬ 
ularly in the other formats 
for Mark Alleyne’s team. 

And for the 20-year-old, 
whose improving bowling 
was a feature of his 2012 sea¬ 
son, the trip served a very 
simple purpose. 

“I went to 
India 
focussed 
on two 
things - 
batting 
and bowl¬ 
ing. 

“Batting 
wise I’m 
working 
on build¬ 
ing game plans for how to 
approach the turning ball. 

“And with my bowling I 
hope to gain a better under¬ 
standing and approach to 
bowling when the ball and 
pitch is offering little move¬ 
ment for the seamer. 

“I am still working out my 
own individual ‘game’, and 
the knowledge and informa¬ 
tion I gained out there can 
only help a young player like 
myself understand what 
works best for me.” 

Hose has been re-engaged 
for the upcoming 2013 season 
and is currently training at 
Lord’s with the MCC Young 
Cricketers. 

Vacancy at 
IOW board 

THE Isle of Wight Cricket 
Board is looking for a new IC 
cricket performance manag¬ 
er. 

That is after Ventnor medi¬ 
um-pace bowler Elliott 
Wilson announced he was 
moving on to a new role at a 
first-class county. 

Former Lincolnshire Minor 
Counties cricketer Wilson, 
who joined the IOW Cricket 
Board at the end of 2011 and 
took 15 wickets at a tidy 
14.07, is becoming perfor¬ 
mance manager with 
Worcestershire Cricket 
Board. That is a job which 
will see him work through 
the age groups and potential¬ 
ly with the county side. 

The IOW Cricket Board have 
advertised the vacancy - clos¬ 
ing date for which is next 
Monday - and hope to have a 
replacement in post by May. 
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Hampshire Crick* Spotlight 
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Debut 

delight 

NEW Zealand’s Hamish 
Rutherford, pictured 
below, made 171 on 
days two and three of 
the first Test against 
England in Dunedin this 
week, the seventh- 
highest score by a Test 
debutant. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
lists the top 10: 

TIP FOSTER (England), 
287 v Australia, 

Sydney, 1903 

JACQUES RUDOLPH 
(South Africa), 222* v 
Bangladesh, 

Chittagong, 2003 

LAWRENCE ROWE 
(West Indies), 214 v 
New Zealand, 

Kingston, 1972 




. 


r 


t 


MATTHEW SINCLAIR 
(New Zealand), 214 v 
West Indies, 

Wellington, 1999 

BRENDON KURUPPU 
(Sri Lanka), 201* v New 
Zealand, Colombo 
(Colombo Cricket Club 
Ground), 1987 

GEORGE HEADLEY 
(West Indies), 176 v 
England, Bridgetown, 
1930 

HAMISH RUTHER¬ 
FORD (New Zealand), 
171 v England, 
Dunedin, 2013 

YASIR HAMEED 
(Pakistan), 170 v 
Bangladesh, Karachi, 
2003 

FAWAD ALAM 
(Pakistan), 168 v Sri 
Lanka, Colombo (P 
Sara Oval), 2009 


HAMPSHIRE have an exciting fast bowling 
prospect on their books in the shape of 17-year 
old Tom Barber, according to England 
Development Programme Head Coach Tim Boon. 

Barber, pictured, flew home from Cape Town this week, 
having played in three of England’s five recent Under-19 
One Day Internationals against South Africa, a series the 
aspiring young Proteas won 5-0, writes MIKE VIMPA- 
NY. 

The Hampshire Academy left-armer didn’t play in 
either of the preceding four-day ‘Tests’ against South 
Africa, but worked up some serious pace in his three ODI 
appearances. 

And there’s little doubt the England management liked 
what they saw. 

“Tom was very raw coming into this Under-19 Series, 
having equipped himself very well for Hampshire, who 
did well in Under-17 county cricket last summer,” 
said Boon, who complimented the Barber on the 
manner in which he had prepared himself for the y 
trip. w 

“He improved his overall strength, got himself 
fit, managed injuries well and throughout the tour 
showed he’s got genuine pace. 

“We’ve still go a little bit of work to do on his control, 
but right from the very first practice we’ve seen growth 
and improvement. 

“One thing the game needs is a good left-arm paceman, 
differing the angle at batsmen and who hits the bat pret¬ 
ty hard. 

“I honestly believe Tom has an exciting future ahead of 
him.” 

Barber’s match returns were 1-36, 2-55 and finally 0-38, 
having taken the new ball in two of the games. 

Ironically, his best bowling came in the blistering 42 
cel heat of Paarl, where his first nine overs cost 38 
runs until he was clobbered for 17 as South Africa 
launched a furious assault - 97 runs coming off the 
last ten overs. 

Barber relished the opportu¬ 
nity to take time off from his 
Physics A-level studies to 
take part in the Cape Town 
tour. 

“It was a brilliant experi¬ 
ence, my first abroad, just 
being part of the England 
Under-19 group was fantastic 
in itself,” he smiled. 

Barber’s upcoming ambi¬ 
tions are now 
two-fold. 

“I’ve got 
some more 
exams to 
take during 
my next two 
terms at 

Bournemout 
Grammar School, but 
once they are done and 
dusted, there are Under-19 
Series against Bangledesh 
and Pakistan next summer - 
and I really want to play in 
them. 

“I liked the taste of repre¬ 
senting my country and am 
greedy for some more of it.” 




Tom is 
star in 
waiting 

TOM Alsop was literally tossed 
in at the deep end of England 
Under-19s South Africa tour to 
Cape Town. 

All packed and ready to join 
the EPP Under-17 Development 
squad to go to Potchefstroom, 
the left-hand top order batsman 
and wicketkeeper answered an 
SOS to head to the Cape when 
Under-19 captain Shiv Thakor 
broke a finger in fielding practice 
after just one friendly warm-up 
game. 

Like Academy teammate Tom 
Barber, he didn’t play in either of 
the four-day Under-19 ‘Test’ 
matches - but opened the 
England batting in four of the 
five One-Day Internationals. 

Alsop, pictured, will have been 
disappointed with his 35-run 
haul from four knocks, especially 
as he made promising starts, 
with scores of 14 and 17 in the 
initial games at Paarl and 


Western Province CC. 

He was caught behind on three 
separate occasions by wicket¬ 
keeper Clyde Fortuin, a young¬ 
ster tipped to shine in South 
African cricket. 

England Development 
Programme head coach Tim 
Boon acknowledged Alsop’s 
probable disappointment but 
said: “The learning curve will 
have been steep but very valu¬ 
able for him. 

“Tom can go back to 
Hampshire and really work on 
certain aspects of his game and 
I’m sure he’ll come back a much 
better player for the experience 
he’s had in South Africa. 

“He’s been in a professional 
environment for five weeks and 
can’t have helped but improve 
with that opportunity.” 

“The management love his 
character, he’s a fit lad and he 
learns quickly. 

“He’s a tenacious character 
and likes the challenge.” 

Alsop played for Andover in 
Division 2 of the Southern 
Electric Premier League last sea¬ 
son, but will be a regular mem¬ 
ber of the Hampshire Academy 
team this summer. 


KHALID IBADULLA 


(Pakistan), 166 v 
Australia, Karachi, 
1964. 


THE PINK: BEST FOR CRICKET NEWS All YEAR ROUND 
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JAMES Vince admits England 
Lions’ miserable tour of 
Australia has been “an impor¬ 
tant part of my learning curve. 

The 21-year-old Hampshire batsman 
was part of the Lions side that lost all 
their tour games Down Under, writes 
AHMER KHOKHAR. 

The Lions initially lost three one- 
day games to various Victoria XIs, 
before losing the first four one-dayers 
against Australia A. 

England at least avoided a 5-0 series 
whitewash, but only because the final 
game was rained off. 

Vince failed to give the selectors a 
big nudge. 

Opening the innings, he started the 
tour with 43 as an opener against 
Victoria. 

That was to be his highest score of 
the tour. 

He made 16 and three in subsequent 
losses to Victoria, before making 24 in 
the first game against Australia A. 

He was demoted to No 6 in the sec¬ 
ond defeat, where he made just four. 

After being dropped for the third 
loss, Vince was back at No 6 for the 
fourth - where he reached 18 before 
being trapped leg before. 

There were few players to leave 
Australia with their reputations 
enhanced, though Durham’s Gary 
Ballance scored three half-centuries 
and captain James Taylor two. 

“It’s been an important part of my 
learning curve to playing against 
some very experienced and high qual¬ 
ity Australian players,” Vince said. 

“There have been some positives 
from The Lions tour. 

“The main difference between the 
two teams is that they were better 
than us individually. 

“If we tour Australia again we will 
know what to expect, so hopefully we 
will improve next time.” 

Vince enters the 2013 season for 
Hampshire established as one of the 
county’s key batsmen in one day 
cricket. 

But his Championship form has 
been less than impressive. 

He has failed to average 30 for the 
last two seasons in the four-day game. 

In 2011 he scored 723 runs at an aver¬ 
age of 28.92, but last year managed 
just 417 at an average of 24.52. 

Vince knows he needs to improve 
his Championship form, as there is a 
limit to how long he can be described 
as having extreme promise without 


is a more 
mental 
than a 

technical 

issue,” he ' 

explained. 

“I am working on being more clear 
minded. 

“I am still a young player and I am 
working out my game, which takes a 
few years. 

“Perhaps there have also been 
some raised expectations because of 
my success in one-day cricket.” 

Looking ahead to the 2013 county 
season - which begins in just over a 
month’s time - Vince said: “There 
are no specific players to look out 
for at Hampshire because the whole 
squad is worth focusing on. 

“We’ve got plenty of talent and 
plenty of young guys. 

“David Balcolmbe, Michael Bates, 
and James Adams, have all had 
their moments and won games for 
us, but they need to do it more con¬ 
sistently to help us win promotion to 
Division One. 

“James Tomlinson and Chris 
Wood both take wickets at crucial 
times, but they need support from 
the other bowlers and we need to 
field consistently well.” 

Vince is having a short rest before 
flying off to the Caribbean with the 
rest of the Hampshire squad for 
their pre season tour. 

“I’ve been on enough Lions tours 
and tours with Hampshire to be 
used to all of the travel by now,” he 
said. 

Vince is certainly no stranger to 
the Caribbean, being part of the 
Hampshire squad that has twice 
visited the West Indies in recent 
years. 

The Royals took part in the 
Caribbean t20 tournament in 
January 2011, then played other 
English counties in a t20 Cup compe¬ 
tition in March 2012. 


/ 

*0 


showing it. 

“Four-day 
cricket for me 


FOR MORE CRICKET NEWS VISIT: www.dailyecho.co.iik/spori 



FORMULA ONE’S WORLD 
CHAMPIONS 

The Formula 1 season starts on 
March 17. Here the Sports Pink 
takes a look at former Formula 1 
champions: 

2012 - Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull 
Racing) 

2011 - Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull 
Racing) 

2010 - Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull 
Racing) 

2009 - Jenson Button (Brawn GP) 
2008 - Lewis Hamilton (McLaren) 
2007 - Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 

2006 - Fernando Alonso (Renault) 
2005 - Fernando Alonso (Renault) 
2004 - Michael Schumacher (Ferrari) 
2003 - Michael Schumacher (Ferrari) 
2002 - Michael Schumacher (Ferrari) 
2001 - Michael Schumacher (Ferrari) 
2000 - Michael Schumacher (Ferrari) 
1999 - Mika Hakkinen (McLaren) 
1998 - Mika Hakkinen (McLaren) 
1997 - Jacques Villeneuve (Williams) 
1996 - Damon Hill (Williams) 

1995 - Michael Schumacher 
(Benetton) 

1994 - Michael Schumacher 
(Benetton) 

1993 - Alain Prost (Williams) 

1992 - Nigel Mansell (Williams) 

1991 - Ayrton Senna (McLaren) 

1990 - Ayrton Senna (McLaren) 

1989 - Alain Prost (McLaren) 

1988 - Ayrton Senna (McLaren) 

1987 - Nelson Piquet (Williams) 

1986 - Alain Prost (McLaren) 

1985 - Alain Prost (McLaren) 

1984 - Niki Lauda (McLaren) 

1983 - Nelson Piquet (Brabham) 

1982 - Keke Rosberg (Williams) 

1981 - Nelson Piquet (Brabham) 

1980 - Alan Jones (Williams) 

1979 - Jody Scheckter (Ferrari) 

1978 - Mario Andretti (Lotus) 

1977 - Niki Lauda (Ferrari) 

1976 - James Hunt (McLaren) 

1975 - Niki Lauda (Ferrari) 

1974 - Emerson Fittipaldi (McLaren) 
1973 - Jackie Stewart (Tyrrell) 

1972 - Emerson Fittipaldi (Lotus) 

1971 - Jackie Stewart (Tyrrell) 

1970 - Jochen Rindt (Lotus) 

1969 - Jackie Stewart (Matra) 

1968 - Graham Hill (Lotus) 

1967 - Denny Hulme (Brabham) 

1966 - Jack Brabham (Brabham) 
1965 - Jim Clark (Lotus) 

1964 - John Surtees (Ferrari) 

1963 - Jim Clark (Lotus) 

1962 - Graham Hill (BRM) 

1961 - Phil Hill (Ferrari) 

1960 - Jack Brabham (Cooper) 

1959 - Jack Brabham (Cooper) 

1958 - Mike Hawthorn (Ferrari) 

1957 - Juan Manuel Fangio 
(Maserati) 

1956 - Juan Manuel Fangio (Ferrari) 
1955 - Juan Manuel Fangio 
(Mercedes) 

1954 - Juan Manuel Fangio (Maserati 
& Mercedes) 

1953 - Alberto Ascari (Ferrari) 

1952 - Alberto Ascari (Ferrari) 

1951 - Juan Manuel Fangio (Alfa 
Romeo) 

1950 - Giuseppe Farina (Alfa Romeo) 
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The Cobra 
By Carl Froch 


Sportsbookofthemonth.com price: 

£5.99, saving 25% on rrp 

There is a widely-held belief amongst 
sports writers that those who ply their 
trade within the ‘boxing game’ burden 
themselves unnecessarily. 

It is the boxing writer’s lot, they 
argue, to continually persuade their 
audiences that the men who deliberate¬ 
ly seek to administer pain to their 
opponents are not psychopaths, but 
sportsmen performing within a clearly- 
defined set of rules. 

Few boxing scribes complain, which 
perhaps explains why writing about the 
noble art is usually so accomplished. 

It would be wrong to suggest that The 
Cobra is great literature, but Carl 
Froch’s story is nonetheless a com¬ 
pelling series of anecdotal jabs mixed 
with punchy, often explosive writing. 

His book opens with a succinct pro¬ 
logue short enough to demand the 
reader’s attention. 

Fie reflects upon becoming the WBC 
super middleweight champion the pre¬ 
vious night and, as a stream of memo¬ 
ries flow through his mind, he’s taken 
back to the beginning, a youngster who 
always loved boxing. 

That love evaporated for a while. 

Yet Froch returned from being “an 
aimless teenager”, collecting models 
inside chocolate eggs to fall back in 
love with the sport again. 

“Boxing,” he says, “had given me so 
much. It had brought so much value to 
my life.” 

This engaging introduction, running to 
no more than two pages, leaves the 



reader hungry for more and Froch does 
not disappoint. 

Born and raised on a Nottingham 
council estate, by the age of nine Froch 
was encouraged by his father to start 
boxing. 

Like so many fathers before him, it 
was Froch senior’s hope that a ground¬ 
ing in the ring would keep his son out 
of trouble. 

It proved an inspired suggestion, for 
young Carl’s talent was almost immedi¬ 
ately evident. 

Carl Froch would become the world 
super middleweight champion on three 
occasions, a career which included a 
number of terrific fights. 

High upon that list is his 2009 bout 
against Jermain Taylor, the first man to 
floor him in a professional fight. 

As the contest entered its final 
round, Froch was losing according to 
every judge’s scorecard when, with 
less than 20 seconds remaining, he 
gathered the strength from somewhere 
and, driven by an overwhelming desire 
to succeed, succeeded in knocking 
Taylor out. 

It was a truly stunning performance 
from a man who pulls no punches - 
either inside or outside of the ring. 



Southampton’s boxing scene 
is flourishing with both ama¬ 
teur and professional titles 
coming back to the city. 

The area has not been 
renowned as a hotbed of 
boxing action in the past 
but all that is slowly 
changing. 

Amateur clubs are 
springing up across the 
city, the newest being 
Inner City Boxing Club 
which was opened by the 
Mayor of Southampton last 
weekend. 

They join more estab¬ 
lished clubs such as 
the prolifically 
successful 
Golden Ring 



back National Schoolboy titles. 

All of that is before you even start to 
think about Eastleigh, Cooper’s Boys, 
Lymington, Samson’s, and many others. 
The professional scene is also flourish¬ 
ing. 

Legendary trainer Jack Bishop kept 
the candle burning on his own for so 
long and now has company in the 
shape of Wayne Batten. 

The budding local trainer has now 
set up on his own under the Batten’s 
Boxing Gym banner and is the dri¬ 
ving force behind shows in the city. 
After starting small they have pro¬ 
gressed as far as Southampton Guildhall, 
where the latest show last weekend 
attracted not far shy of 1,000 people to pay 
to get through the doors. 


Some of the top pro fighters in the area 
are training under Batten’s watchful eye. 

There is Jon Fernandes, pictured right, 
the Southern Area champion who fights 
for an English title later this month, bril¬ 
liant amateur and battle-hardened pro 
Tony Hill, Matty Tew, who suffered defeat 
as he defended his International Masters 
title at the Guildhall, rising star Joe 
Pigford and King Davidson. 

The Nigerian now calls Southampton 
home and looks a class operator. Bigger 
tests surely lay in wait for him. 

All that is before you look at those with 
other trainers such as Steve Lynch, who 
won on the Guildhall show, Chris Hobbs 
and Andy Tew - to name just a few. 

With Tom Watson thriving in the world 
of MMA, people are starting to take notice 


BOXING STORY TO TELL? CALL ADAM LEITCH ON 023 
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ABOVE: Trainer 
Wayne Batten with 
King Davidson. 




and recognise 

Southampton’s ever- 
increasing impor¬ 
tance in the 
fight busi¬ 
ness. 




■ 


PUNCH PERFECT: Steve Lynch 
goes on the attack against Bheki 
Moyo during the Southampton 
Guildhall show. 


8042 4480 OR EMAIL adantJeUch@dailyecho.co.uk 


1 Name the Northern Irishman who was a 
losing semi-finalist at snooker's World 
Championship in 2000 and 2001. 

2 Real Madrid last won the Champions 
League in 2002. How many times have their 
great rivals Barcelona won the competition 
since then? 

3 Ben Cockayne plays as a winger for which 
rugby league Super League team? 

4 Name three of the five aquatic disciplines 
for which FINA is the official world govern¬ 
ing body? 

5 Name the two county teams promoted 
from cricket's County Championship 
Division Two last year. 

6 Who finished as top scorer in Serie A in 
both the 2008/09 and 2011/12 seasons? 

7 Geoff Cook is head coach at which county 
cricket club? 

8 Who captained New Zealand to Rugby 
World Cup glory at the inaugural competi¬ 
tion in 1987? 

9 What nationality is tennis player Varvara 
Lepchenko? 

10 In which European capital is the Skonto 
Stadium? 

11 Holland midfielder Urby Emanuelson is 
on loan at Fulham from which Serie A club? 

12 Dr Marwan Koukash completed the 
takeover of which Super League club in 
January? 

13 Which medical condition forced Rory 
Mcllroy to walk out of last week's Honda 
Classic in Florida? 

14 At which Scottish Premier League club 
did Ally McCoist call time on his playing 
career in 2001 ? 

15 Ponds Forge International Sports Centre, 
which boasts an Olympic-sized swimming 
pool, is located in which English city? 

16 Who scored Tottenham's last-minute 
equaliser when they drew 4-4 with Arsenal 
in October 2008? 

17 Which player is the Barclays Premier 
League's leading goalscorer this season? 

18 What nationality is golfer Geoff Ogilvy? 

19 Neil Carter plays international cricket for 
which country? 

20 Paul Drinkhall has represented Great 
Britain at the Olympics in which sport? 

21 At which club did Neil Lennon end his 
playing career? 

22 Charlotte Gilmartin and Paul Stanley rep¬ 
resent Great Britain in which winter sport? 

23 Jacob Oram will play for which county in 
this year's Twenty20 competition? 

24 Which four-time grand slam singles 
champion won her only US Open title in 
1994? 

25 Who rode Silver Birch to victory in the 
2007 Grand National? 

26 From which club did Manchester United 
sign Nani? 

27 Which was the last tennis tournament 
Andy Murray played in prior to this week¬ 
end's event in Indian Wells? 

28 Which former world champion is now 
chief executive of Bowls England? 

29 With which club did Falkirk boss Stephen 
Pressley begin his managerial career? 

30 Which US state is home to the NBA's 
Timberwolves and the NHL's Wild? 


Answers 
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Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Choose the right look for your bedroom with Swan Systems Furniture. Call one of our advisors 
or design and buy online from the comfort of your home at: www.swansystems.co.uk 

Call: 01329 843 636 or email: info@swansystems.co.uk 


Swan Systems Furniture 


Titchfield Showroom: 

Unit 6/6a The Tanneries, East Street, Titchfield, Fareham POM 4AR • Tel: 01329 843 636 
West End Showroom: 

15-19 Swaythling Road, West End, Southampton S030 3AG • Tel: 02380 465 485 


NEW COLOURS FOR 2013 ROMANA CHERRY & SILVER 







• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW L 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 


Finance arranged subject t< 



Consider 
Fosterin 

If you’ve thought about 
fostering before, or are 
just learning about it 
for the first time, 
there’s never been 
a more important 
time to foster. 


As part of our fostering team, you will receive a competitive 
package of support and reward, as well as the fulfilment of 
doing something - 

“challenging, rewarding and massively positive ". 

people like you 

F stercare 


rSHT 0845 6035620 

fostering with 

Hampshire. www. hants.gov. u k/fosteri ng 

|H Hampshire 

County Council www.hants.gov.uk 


www.hants.gov.uk 


Re-Upholstery & 

Restoration 

by Craftsmen with a lifetime of experience 

We provide a complete service for the re-upholstery and 
restoration of: 


Suites 

Occasional Chairs 
Dining Chairs 
Wing Chairs 
Headboards 
Stools 

Antique furniture 


Curtains 
Loose covers 
DIY supplies 
Foam cut 
to size 
Cushion 
filling service 



Dee Cee Upholstery are recommended by: 

The Association of Master Upholsterers and Soft 
Furnishers also Hampshire Trading Standards. “Buy with 
confidence Scheme” • www.buy with confidence.info 


Why not visit our showroom & workshop? 


For a Personal Home Visit 
Please Call 

023 80 555 888 

A 

Showroom: 

502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton SOI 7 3SP 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 




In STOCK Carpets from Budget ranges 
Si Upuuards including Rugs. 

Over 100 Remnants in Store. 

Vijjnils in stock. 

QUALITY AT LOW PRICC'S 
POP IN AND S€€ OUR VAST 
RANG€ AT AMAZING PRIC€S 
UJ€ ARC BY DOCK GATC 20 


/ 



/ 






\ 



\ 
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Stainfree & 
Carefree Carpets. 

Rll accessories 
In Stock. 

Fitting, 

Delivery, 

& estimating 
Available 

OPEN 7 DfiVS 
n UU€€K 

Pictures used for illustration purposes only 


023 8078 4660 A 17 PFT 

UNIT 6, Southampton Trade Pork Vlllll 1—1 X 


UNIT 6, Southampton Trade Park 
Third llvenue, Millbrook, 
Southampton SOI 5 0I1D 


RANGE LIMITED 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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PICKETTS & PURSERS 

are demonstrating 

THE ART OF MOORCROFT 

with HAYLEY MOORE. 


You are invited on 
Saturday 16th March 2013 
between 12.00pm and 3.00pm 

to our Above Bar showroom 
where Hayley Moore from 
Moorcroft will be demonstrating 
the fine techniques of tubelining 
and painting, which makes 
Moorcroft so distinctive. 


There will be a free prize draw during the event 
with an opportunity to win a piece of Moorcroft. 
There will also be many special offers. 

For Further Information 

please phone 02380 223108 
or email: enquiries@pickettsandpursers.com 
or visit our showrooms at 
80 Above Bar, Southampton, SO!4 7DT 



COACH HOLIDAY 

Travel 

Offer 



Edinburgh 

Tattoo 

Bank 

Holiday 

Special! 

Departs 
23 August 
2013 


@ newmarket. 
travel/ncs11520 

€0843 316 
1124 


L 


eNCS 
Newmarket 

Holidays 


Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject 
to availability. Single 
supplement applies. Calls 
cost 4p per minute. 

HABTA 


<u 


unqe 

RESTAURANT BAR 


The Newest Venue in town 

Late Licence till 4am!.^r 



Treat your Mum 
for Mothers Day 

(This Sunday)! 

Enjoy a meal with a free bottle 
of wine for every Mum 

Private / corporate parties catered for 
56 High Street, 

Southampton, SOM 2NS 

Open 10am-3am Sun - Thu, 10am - 4am Fri & Sat 

To book call 02380 632077 
or 02380 224560 



STEAKS 

BURGERS 

PASTA 

FULL INDIAN MENU 
FROM EXPERIENCED 
TANDOORICHEF 
ALL DAY 
BREAKFASTS 
LUNCH MENU 
TEA/COFFEE 
Exclusive larger 
on tap (Only place 
in Hampshire) 


BOOKING HOTLINE 

02380 333711 


CASA 

BRASIL 

ALL YOU CA IN EAT 
BRAZILIAN STYLE RODIZIO I 




MOTHERS DAY 


LUNCH RODIZIO MOTHERS DAY 

ALL YOU CAN EAT £11.95 ALL YOU CAN EAT RODIZIO 


ONLY 

£19.95 




HOT & COLD BUFFET ONLY £6.95 


THIS SUNDAY MARCH 10TH - BOOK TODAY 
PLUS FREE DESSERT WITH EVERY RODIZIO 


VISIT: CASABRASILRESTAURANTS.CO.UK 
FACEB00K.COM/CASABRASILS0UTHAMPT0N 
TWITTER.COM/CASABRASILUK 


•Y* 





1 

ALL YOU CW EAT MOW OPEN 0\ MONDAYS 

LUNCH RODIZIO £11.95, HOT & COLD BUFFET ONLY £6.95 
DINNER RODIZIO MON TO THURS £19.95, FRI & SAT £22.95, HOT & COLD BUFFET ONLY £11.95 


CASA BRASIL, LATIMER STREET (OFF OXFORD STREET), SOUTHAMPTON, HAMPSHIRE S014 3BQ 
T: 02380 333711 | E: ENQUIRIES@CASABRASILRESTAURANTS.CO.UK | W: CASABRASILRESTAURANTS.CO.UK 

OPENING TIMES: MON, TUES, WEDS, THURS: 12-2.30 & 6-10. FRI, SAT, SUN: OPEN ALL DAY 
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FA Cup Sixth Round 


Everton.0 Wigan.3 

Figueroa 30 
McManaman 31 
Gomez 33 

HT 0-3 Att 35,068 

Man City.L Barnsley.L 

HTL-L 


1 Barclays Premier League 1 

Norwich ... 



0 

SAINTS. 


. 0 

HT 0-0 






Att 26,783 

Q.P.R. 



3 

Sunderlnd 


. 1 

Remy 30 






Fletcher 20 

Townsend 70 







Jenas 90 







HT 1-1 






Att 18,169 

Reading ... 



1 

A. Villa. 


.2 

Baker 32 og 






Benteke 33 






Agbonlahor 45 

HT 1-2 






Att 24,102 

W.B.A. 



2 

Swansea... 


. 1 

Lukaku 40 






Moore 33 

de Guzman 61 og 






HT 1-1 






Att 24,832 




HOME 

AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Man Utd 

28 

13 

0 

1 38 15 10 

2 

2 30 16 71 

Man City 

28 

10 

3 

1 31 11 7 

5 

2 20 13 59 

Spurs 

28 

8 

4 

2 22 14 8 

2 

4 27 19 54 

Chelsea 

28 

8 

4 

2 31 12 7 

3 

4 25 18 52 

Arsenal 

28 

8 

3 

3 35 19 5 

5 

4 18 13 47 

Everton 

28 

7 

6 

1 25 17 4 

6 

4 19 18 45 

W.B.A. 

29 

9 

2 

4 23 14 4 

2 

8 17 24 43 

Liverpool 

28 

7 

3 

4 27 12 4 

6 

4 26 22 42 

Swansea 

29 

6 

6 

2 27 19 4 

4 

7 13 17 40 

Fulham 

28 

6 

3 

5 22 17 2 

6 

6 17 27 33 

Stoke 

28 

6 

6 

2 18 15 1 

6 

7 8 18 33 

West Ham 

28 

6 

4 

4 23 17 3 

2 

9 9 24 33 

Norwich 

29 

6 

6 

3 16 15 1 

6 

7 11 30 33 

Sunderlnd 

29 

4 

5 

5 16 15 3 

4 

8 16 26 30 

Newcastle 

28 

7 

1 

6 21 20 1 

5 

8 17 29 30 

SAINTS 

29 

4 

5 

5 19 17 2 

5 

8 20 34 28 

A. Villa 

29 

3 

4 

7 11 20 3 

5 

7 17 34 27 

Wigan 

28 

2 

4 

8 17 31 4 

2 

8 16 24 24 

Reading 

29 

4 

6 

5 23 29 1 

2 

11 12 27 23 

Q.P.R. 

29 

2 

7 

6 11 22 2 

4 

8 13 23 23 

npower Championship 

Birminghm.... 


3 

Derby Cty. 


. 1 

Thomas 67,90 





Davies 40 

Redmond 75 







HT 0-1 






Att 15,850 

Bolton. 



1 

Brighton... 


. 0 

Alonso 20 







HT1-0 






Att 17,599 

Bristol C . 



2 

Middlesbro.. 

. 0 

A Adomah 32 







Davies 52 







HT 1-0 






Att 13,524 

Crystal P.. 



2 

Leeds Utd. 


. 2 

Murray 27,84 





Morison 56,69 

HT1-0 







Huddersfld.... 


0 

Charlton ... 


. 1 







Harriott 4 

HT 0-1 






Att 13,591 

Leicester.. 



0 

Sheff Wed 


. 1 







Wickham 70 

HT 0-0 






Att 24,883 

Nottm For 



3 

Wolves. 


. 1 

Lansbury 31,67 





Doherty 65 

McGugan 90 







HT1-0 






Att 23,350 

Peterboro. 



0 

Ipswich. 


. 0 

HT 0-0 






Att 9,367 

Watford... 



1 

Blackpool. 


.2 

Battocchio 27 






Ince 76 






MacKenzie 88 

HT 1-0 






Att 13,857 




HOME 

AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Cardiff 

35 

13 

2 

2 28 12 9 

3 

6 29 25 71 

Watford 

37 

10 

3 

6 33 22 10 

3 

5 39 25 66 

Crystal P 

37 

12 

6 

1 47 23 6 

5 

7 20 23 65 

Hull 

36 

12 

2 

4 31 17 8 

3 

7 22 26 65 

Leicester 

36 

12 

3 

4 40 16 5 

4 

8 17 15 58 

Nottm For 

37 

10 

5_ 

4 32 22 5 

7 

6 22 25 57 

Brighton 

36 

8 

7 

3 27 15 6 

7 

5 23 21 56 

Bolton 

37 

11 

5 

3 30 17 3 

7 

8 25 32 54 

Middlesbro 

37 

12 

1 

5 35 22 5 

2 12 20 35 54 

Leeds Utd 

36 

11 

2 

4 23 18 3 

7 

9 24 33 51 

Burnley 

36 

7 

6 

5 24 18 6 

3 

9 25 31 48 

Charlton 

37 

4 

6 

8 21 27 8 

5 

6 25 23 47 

Blackpool 

37 

5 

8 

5 28 22 6 

5 

8 25 29 46 

Birminghm 

37 

6 

7 

6 24 29 5 

6 

7 25 30 46 

Derby Cty 

37 

8 

7 

3 34 19 3 

5 

11 18 34 45 

Blackburn 

36 

8 

3 

7 21 20 3 

9 

6 23 27 45 

Mill wall 

35 

7 

2 

8 21 25 5 

6 

7 23 27 44 

Huddersfld 

37 

6 

8 

5 21 21 5 

3 10 17 42 44 

Sheff Wed 

36 

6 

3 

9 22 29 6 

4 

8 19 21 43 

Ipswich 

37 

6 

5 

7 23 24 5 

5 

9 12 31 43 

Wolves 

37 

4 

7 

7 22 27 6 

2 

11 21 26 39 

Bristol C 

37 

8 

3 

8 37 37 3 

3 12 16 28 39 

Peterboro 

36 

5 

4 10 28 36 6 

1 

10 25 27 38 

Barnsley 

35 

5 

4 

8 18 23 5 

4 

9 26 34 38 


npower League One 


CHERRIES.1 

Tubbs 86 
HT 0-0 

Carlisle.2 

O’Hanlon 23 
Beck 54 
HT 1-0 

Colchester.1 

Porter 42 
HT 1-1 

Crawley.0 

HT 0-0 

Hartlepool.0 

HT 0-0 

POMPEY.2 

Connolly 50,65 
HT 0-0 

Preston.2 

Holmes 6 
Hayhurst 16 

Scunthorpe.1 

Sodje 8 
HT 1-1 

Sheff Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Shrewsbry.0 


HT 0-1 

Swindon... 

Williams 11 
Ferry 79 
HT 1-1 

Tranmere.. 

Power 61 
HT 0-0 


Doncaster.2 

Paynter 66 
Husband 87 
Att 7,178 

Brentford.0 


Att 3,858 

Crewe.2 

Murphy 25 pen 
Pogba 72 
Att 3,085 

Notts Cnty.0 

Att 3,689 

Yeovil.0 

Att 3,633 

BuryO 

Att 11,493 

Stevenage.0 

HT 2-0 

Coventry.2 

Baker 45 
Clarke 77 
Att 3,676 

M K Dons.0 

Att 17,936 

Leyton O.2 

Baudry 33 
Lisbie 52 pen 
Att 5,274 

Walsall.2 

Grigg 32 pen 
Paterson 90 
Att 8,407 

Oldham.0 


Att 5,560 



P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Doncaster 

37 

8 

4 

6 23 19 12 

4 

3 30 17 68 

Sheff Utd 

36 

7 

8 

3 27 17 10 

6 

2 23 12 65 

Swindon 

36 

8 

7 

4 36 13 

9 

5 

3 24 14 63 

Tranmere 

37 

9 

5 

5 28 18 

9 

4 

5 27 19 63 

Yeovil 

36 

11 

2 

5 31 17 

8 

3 

7 26 26 62 

Brentford 

36 10 

6 

2 29 17 

6 

7 

5 19 19 61 

CHERRIES 

37 

9 

6 

4 32 18 

7 

4 

7 27 32 58 

Coventry 

37 

5 

5 

8 24 23 

11 

3 

5 35 22 56 

Walsall 

37 

8 

5 

5 28 25 

7 

6 

6 26 26 56 

Notts Cnty 

37 

7 

5 

6 25 20 

6 

10 

3 26 18 54 

Leyton O 

37 

9 

2 

7 21 18 

7 

4 

8 21 24 54 

M K Dons 

35 

9 

4 

4 26 17 

4 

8 

6 20 20 51 

Crawley 

35 

6 

7 

5 26 24 

8 

2 

7 18 22 51 

Crewe 

35 

8 

2 

6 18 16 

6 

6 

7 25 31 50 

Stevenage 

36 

5 

5 

8 21 29 

8 

2 

8 19 21 46 

Carlisle 

37 

7 

4 

8 26 35 

5 

5 

8 18 26 45 

Preston 

35 

5 

7 

6 24 21 

5 

6 

6 21 23 43 

Shrewsbry 

37 

6 

7 

6 22 22 

3 

6 

9 18 26 40 

Colchester 

37 

7 

3 

9 23 27 

4 

3 

11 14 30 39 

Scunthorpe 

37 

5 

5 

9 23 32 

5 

3 10 16 28 38 

Oldham 

35 

5 

3 

9 17 21 

5 

3 10 18 28 36 

Hartlepool 

37 

4 

6 

9 16 24 

3 

5 10 17 33 32 

POMPEY 

37 

4 

4 

11 21 27 

3 

5 

10 18 33 30 

Bury 

36 

3 

5 

9 14 25 

3 

7 

9 19 31 30 


npower League Two 


AFC Wimbledon 3 

Mitchel-King 21 
Dickenson 60 
Pell 79 
HT 1-1 

Barnet.4 

Gambin 52 
Lopez 65,70 pen,87 
HT 0-1 

Bradford.1 

Connell 90 pen 
HT 0-1 

Burton Albion.... 3 

MacDonald 22 
Weir 26,48 
HT 2-0 

Chesterfld.2 

O’Shea 53 
Gnanduillet 73 
HT 0-0 

Fleetwood Town 0 

HT 0-0 

Gillingham.2 

German 31 
Whelpdale 62 
HT 1-0 

Northmptn.2 

Hackett 9, O’Donovan 30 
HT 2-0 

Port Vale.1 

Hughes 64 
HT 0-2 

Rochdale.4 

Henderson 19 
Harriman 48 og 
Donnelly 78,85 
HT 1-1 


Exeter.. 



PHYSICAL BATTLE: Everton’s Nikica Jelavic, centre, collides with 
Wigan’s Emmerson Boyce, centre left, and Paul Scharner, left, as he 
attempts to control the ball during the FA Cup quarter-final match at 
Goodison Park. 


Rotherham.. 

Davis 66 


HT 0-0 

Torquay.. 


Dagenham.2 

Elito 59 pen 
Wilkinson 82 
Att 7,309 

Oxford Utd.3 

Constable 50 
Batt 54 pen 
Heslop 90 
Att 2,504 

IOME AWAY 


St Johnstn.2 Kilmarnock.0 

M Davidson 58 
Tade 85 

HT 0-0 Att 2,425 

St Mirren.0 Dundee Utd.0 


HT 0-0 


. 2 

Smith 29,72 


Att 4,349 

Morecambe.1 

Redshaw 33 
Att 2,012 

Aldershot.1 

Cadogan 45 
Att 10,397 

Cheltnham.1 

Harrison 90 
Att 2,680 

Bristol R.0 


Att 4,814 

.0 

Att 2,097 

Plymouth.1 

Banton 77 
Att 10,260 

Acc Stanley.0 

Att 4,746 

Southend.2 

Clohessy 19 pen 
Assombalonga 31 
Att 4,858 

Wycombe.1 

Lewis 16 



P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Gillingham 

36 

9 

4 

6 32 19 

11 

5 

1 23 10 69 

Port Vale 

37 

8 

5 

6 37 20 10 

5 

3 30 19 64 

Burton A 

37 14 

3 

2 43 20 

4 

5 

9 15 29 62 

Northmptn 

37 14 

2 

3 37 14 

4 

5 

9 20 34 61 

Cheltnham 

38 

11 

6 

2 29 16 

5 

7 

7 21 30 61 

Rotherham 

36 10 

1 

8 35 27 

8 

5 

4 24 22 60 

Exeter 

37 

6 

5 

7 24 21 

11 

3 

5 31 25 59 

Southend 

36 

6 

5 

6 21 17 

9 

4 

6 30 22 54 

Fleetwood T 

36 

6 

8 

5 22 23 

7 

5 

5 21 16 52 

Oxford Utd 

37 

7 

5 

6 24 24 

8 

2 

9 25 30 52 

Bradford 

35 

8 

4 

5 25 17 

5 

7 

6 23 24 50 

Chesterfld 

37 

8 

6 

5 30 18 

5 

5 

8 13 18 50 

Morecambe 

37 

7 

7 

4 24 21 

6 

3 1 0 25 29 49 

Wycombe 

36 

7 

4 

7 22 19 

7 

2 

9 21 32 48 

Dagenham 

37 

7 

4 

7 23 19 

5 

5 

9 25 31 45 

Rochdale 

36 

6 

5 

7 24 21 

6 

4 

8 29 37 45 

Bristol R 

37 

8 

3 

7 27 26 

4 

6 

9 20 32 45 

Barnet 

36 

6 

7 

5 25 21 

4 

3 

11 14 27 40 

York 

37 

4 

6 

8 20 27 

4 

10 

5 21 27 40 

Aldershot 

37 

5 

4 

9 17 23 

4 

9 

6 17 24 40 

Wimbledon 

36 

4 

7 

8 22 30 

6 

2 

9 20 33 39 

Torquay 

36 

6 

5 

7 27 30 

3 

6 

9 12 17 38 

Acc Stanley 

36 

4 

6 

7 16 23 

5 

4 1 0 20 32 37 

Plymouth 

36 

5 

6 

7 20 22 

3 

6 

9 17 26 36 


Celtic 
Motherwell 30 
Ross Cnty 30 
Inverness CT30 
St Johnstn 31 


P W 
30 11 


HOME 

D L F A W 

2 2 37 10 8 

6 5 4 24 20 7 

6 7 2 19 13 5 

5 7 3 28 21 5 

7 5 3 19 14 4 


Att 3,394 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
3 4 33 16 62 
3 5 23 20 47 

5 5 20 23 45 
7 3 26 26 44 

6 6 19 23 44 


9 20 34 61 Hibernian _ _ 29 _ 6 _ 4_ _4_ 21_ 17 _ 4_ _5_ _6_ 17 21 39 


Dundee Utd 30 
Kilmarnock 30 
Aberdeen 30 
St Mirren 30 
Hearts_30 


3 27 24 
6 21 19 

4 14 14 
6 23 28 
6 19 21 


6 18 26 39 
4 23 21 38 

6 19 22 38 

7 13 19 33 
7 11 20 33 


Dundee 30 3 3 9 13 27 1 4 10 6 28 19 


Scottish Division One 


Airdrie Utd.3 

Cowdenbth.1 

Morton.2 

Partick.3 


Dunfrmline.3 

Hamilton.1 

Falkirk.0 

Dumbarton.0 


Clydesdale Bank Premier 


Raith.0 Livingston.2 


Scottish Division Two 


Brechin.P Forfar. 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


Aberdeen... 

HT 0-0 

Dundee. 

J Baird 13 
HT 1-0 

Ross Cnty.. 

Munro 30 
Morrow 36 
Wohlfarth 90 


Motherwell.0 

Att 8,210 

Inverness CT.1 

McKay 83 
Att 4,114 

Celtic.2 

Mulgrew 15 
Hooper 21 


East Fife.0 

Queen Sth.2 

Stenhsmuir.1 

Stranraer.3 


Arbroath.1 

Ayr Utd.0 

Alloa.1 

Albion R.2 


Scottish Division Three 


Att 1,979 2-2 


Berwick.4 Montrose.0 

Clyde.2 Queen Park.3 

Peterhead.0 Elgin.1 

Rangers.1 Annan Athletic.2 

Att 6,031 Stirling A.9 E Stirling.1 

Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 


POOLS 


Local non-league results 


BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
South: AFC Hornchurch 2 Bath City 1, Bromley 4 
Truro 0, Dorchester 0 Boreham Wood 0, Dover 2 
Havant & Waterlooville 2, Eastbourne 0 Farnborough 
1, Hayes & Yeading 0 Sutton 0, Maidenhead 0 
Eastleigh 2, Welling 1 Basingstoke 1, Weston-super- 
Mare 0 Salisbury 3. 

EV0-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton 2 Redditch 0, Arlesey 
4 Chippenham 0, Barwell 1 St Albans 3, Bedford 0 
Chesham 1, Bedworth pp Hemel Hempstead, 
Cambridge City 0 Gosport Borough 4, Frame 2 
Hitchin 1, Leamington 4 Bashley 1, St Neots 0 
Stourbridge 0, Weymouth 1 Banbury 0. 

Division One South & West: Abingdon Utd 0 
Cirencester 2, Bishops Cleeve pp Winchester City, 
Clevedon 0 Paulton Rovers 1, Evesham 1 
Shortwood 2, Merthyr Town 3 Hungerford 0, North 
Leigh pp Cinderford, Poole Town 4 Didcot 1, 

Sholing 2 Mangotsfield 1, Taunton 1 Wimborne 
Town 0, Tiverton 0 Swindon Supermarine 2, Yate 2 
Bridgwater 1. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford pp Blackfield & Langley, 
Bournemouth Poppies 1 Horndean 1, Christchurch 
4 Lymington Town 1, Downton 2 AFC Portchester 0, 
Fawley 0 Totton & Eling 1, Hamworthy Utd 2 
Verwood 2, Moneyfields 3 Hayling Utd 1, New 
Milton 0 Alton 1, Newport loW 7 Romsey 0. 

Division One: East Cowes Vies 1 Pewsey Vale 1, 
Laverstock Ford 0 Ringwood 1, Petersfield 5 
Andover NS 1, Stockbridge 2 Amesbury 1, Team 
Solent 6 US Portsmouth 3, Whitchurch 3 Hythe & 
Dibden 0. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HPL 

Senior Division: AFC Aldermaston pp Paulsgrove, 
AFC Stoneham 2 Hedge End Rangers 2, Clanfield 0 
Locks Heath 1, Hamble Club pp Winchester Castle, 
Liss Athletic 0 Sporting BW 2, Otterbourne 3 
Liphook 1, Overton 1 Bournemouth Sports 2, QK 
Southampton 0 Colden Common 5, University of 
Portsmouth pp Fleetlands. 

Combination: Bournemouth Sports 1 Otterbourne 

1, Colden Common 3 Clanfield 5, Fleetlands pp 
Sporting BW, Liphook 1 AFC Stoneham 3, Locks 
Heath 4 Overton 2, Paulsgrove 2 Hedge End 
Rangers 1, Winchester Castle 3 Liss Athletic 1. 
MAGNATA CARE HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 2004 
TrophyMan League Cup, first round proper: 

Durley 1 Infinity 6, Forest Town 7 Broughton 0, 
Lyndhurst 4 Four Marks 2 (aet). 

NORTH HANTS INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Semi-final: Crusaders 1 FC Censo 0. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester 0 Fleet Town 0, 
Bemerton HH 4 Dorchester Town 3, Wimborne 
Town 3 Salisbury City 0. 

Division One East: Alton pp Team Solent, GE 
Hamble pp Alresford, Hayling Utd pp Whitchurch, 
Horndean pp Newport loW, US Portsmouth 0 
Petersfield 3. 

Division One West: Blackfield & Langley 2 Downton 

2, Lymington Town 1 Fawley 3, Ringwood 1 
Laverstock & Ford 3, Romsey pp East Cowes. 
DORSET SENIOR TROPHY 

Semi-final: Milborne Sports 2 Poole Town 6 
DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Senior Premier: AFC Hiltingbury 4 Nursling 1, BTC 
Soton 3 Comrades 6, Bishopstoke WMC 2 Netley 
CS 5, Bush Hill 5 Questmap 2. 

Senior: M & T Res 3 BTC Soton Res 4, Soton 
Energy v Park Sports. 

Roy Wightman Junior Cup, semi-finals: Forest 
Town Res 1 Riverside 9, Chandlers Ford 3 AFC Gulf 
Western 3 (aet) C.Ford 4-2 pens. 
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Follow Your Team On The Road 

I RL; Sfc Whatever your sport, “We Qo‘Ifiere” 

Get ready for summer book 
your airport trips now 




Golf trips, stag and 
hen weekends 



DISCOUNTED EXECUTIVE COACH AND MINI COACH WITH A DRIVER DISCOUNTED SELF DRIVE CAR AND MINIBUS HIRE 

Telephone: 02380 687371 Email: us@airlynxexpress.co.uk 







































































































































































































































